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JANUARY – BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
  
 
1.  Betsy Ross 
Elizabeth Griscom – nicknamed Betsy – was born on January 1, 1752.  She attended a 
Quaker public school, where she was taught reading, writing, and sewing.  When she 
finished school, she began working as an apprentice for a furniture upholsterer.  In 
November of 1773, Betsy married John Ross, who also worked in the upholstery business.  
Betsy often told the story of how three members of a secret committee from the Continental 
Congress came to call upon her. Those representatives were George Washington, Robert 
Morris, and George Ross.  They asked her to sew the first American flag.  She finished the 
flag in late spring of 1776.  On June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress adopted Betsy's 
flag as the official flag of our new nation.  After the American Revolutionary War, Betsy Ross 
continued to sew and owned her own upholstery business for many years. 
 
 
2.  Louis Braille 
Louis Braille was born in France on January 4, 1809.  At the age of three, he was blinded by 
a tragic accident in his father’s leather shop when he was playing with a sharp awl and 
accidentally pierced one of his eyes.  Louis was a very creative and intelligent young man 
and proved to be an excellent student, in spite of his disability.  As he grew older, he 
realized that the small school he attended did not have the resources he needed.  He heard 
of a school in Paris that was specifically for blind students.  Louis didn't have to think twice 
about going.  While there, he learned about a system of raised symbols being used by the 
French army to communicate secret messages.  This gave him an idea for developing an 
alphabet for the blind.  He used an awl from his father’s leather shop to punch raised dots 
into paper. He arranged six dots in varying patterns to represent the letters of the alphabet.  
The very tool which caused him to go blind inspired the creation of a system that would 
enable him to satisfy his passion for reading.  The alphabet Louis Braille created when he 
was only fifteen years old is still widely used today by blind people all over the world. 
 
 
3.  Jacob Grimm 
Jacob Grimm was born in Germany on January 4, 1785.  He and his brother Wilhelm 
worked and traveled together all their lives.  They were fascinated by poetry and old 
legends, and during their travels throughout Germany, they collected many of the traditional 
tales that were told by families around the hearths of their village cottages.  The Grimm 
brothers compiled their collected stories into books that were published and became very 
popular in Germany and around the world.  They were also great scholars, researching the 
origin and development of the German language.  Both were made professors at Berlin 
University.  
 

 
4.  International Thank You Day 
The exact origin of International Thank You Day is unclear, but it is observed annually on 
January 11th.  The day provides a great opportunity for individuals of all ages to show 
appreciation to the people in their lives.  Thankfulness needs to be expressed if it is to have 
any real meaning or value.  International Thank You Day can easily be celebrated in the 
classroom by doing something as simple as allowing students to design and create thank 
you cards for family members, teachers, friends, neighbors, or anyone else they choose. 
 



 
5.  National Pharmacist Day 
Pharmacists are an integral part of medical care because they know the chemical 
composition of medicines and can explain their proper use, side effects, and interactions 
with other drugs. When someone is under a doctor's care and needs prescribed medication, 
the pharmacist ensures that the prescription is filled accurately.  National Pharmacist Day is 
celebrated on January 12th each year, but the exact origin of this observance is uncertain.  
Most believe it was created by a pharmacist group, but the search continues to discover 
which group, when, and where.  Regardless of its roots, National Pharmacist Day is a good 
idea and affords people an opportunity to appreciate these specially educated and trained 
men and women who provide a vital medical service.  
 
 
6.  Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. was born on January 15, 1929, at his family’s home in Atlanta, 
Georgia.  He became an exemplary student and was able to skip the ninth and twelfth 
grades of high school.  Because of his high score on the college entrance exams during his 
junior year, he was admitted to Morehouse College at the age of fifteen without formally 
graduating from Booker T. Washington High School.  In February of 1948, at the age of 
nineteen, Martin entered the Christian ministry and was ordained at Ebenezer Baptist 
Church in Atlanta, Georgia.  Following his ordination, he became Assistant Pastor of 
Ebenezer.  Martin chose to pursue a doctoral degree in Systematic Theology at Boston 
University and was awarded his Ph.D. in June of 1955.  He was also awarded honorary 
degrees from many other prestigious colleges and universities.  In addition, Dr. King 
received numerous awards for his community service and strong leadership in the Civil 
Rights Movement.  Perhaps his most notable award being the Nobel Peace Prize he 
received in 1964 at the young age of 35.  Throughout his life, Dr. King held leadership rolls 
in many organizations.  His speeches, lectures, and writings inspired multitudes, ignited the 
conscience of his generation, and brought much needed attention to the highly controversial 
subject of equal rights in the United States and throughout the world.  His philosophy of 
nonviolent social change had a significant impact on this country’s Civil Rights Movement, 
but it came with a price.  His ideas met with much opposition, and an unfortunate result was 
his assassination on April 4, 1968.  Dr. King’s passionate yet peaceful quest for equal rights 
played a significant and pivotal role in American history.  For this reason, his birthday is 
celebrated annually, giving us an opportunity to reflect on how we should regard our fellow 
human beings. 
 
 
7.  Benjamin Franklin 
Benjamin Franklin was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on January 17, 1706.  He is quoted 
as once saying, "If you would not be forgotten, as soon as you are dead and rotten, either 
write things worth reading, or do things worth the writing."  Mr. Franklin did both and is 
considered one our nation's founding fathers.  He lived out his own words of wisdom by 
writing as much as he could and by doing even more.  He is remembered for being a 
scientist, an inventor, a statesman, a printer, a philosopher, a musician, an economist, and 
much more.  Mr. Franklin was born in Boston, but Philadelphia is thought of more as his 
home.  In Philadelphia you can visit Mr. Franklin's gravesite, The Benjamin Franklin National 
Museum, and The Franklin Institute of Science Museum. 
 
 
 
 



8.  National Popcorn Day 
Each popcorn kernel contains a tiny drop of water. When heated, the water expands 
causing the kernel to explode and flip inside out.  A popping kernel can fly as far as three 
feet.  Popcorn consumption dropped significantly during the 1950s when the television was 
invented because Americans began going to the movies less and thus buying less movie 
popcorn.  The development of microwave popcorn brought back the snack's popularity, 
however.  America consumes approximately 4.3 billion gallons of popcorn annually.  
National Popcorn Day is celebrated on January 19th each year.  How and where this 
practice originated is uncertain, but some believe it has a connection with the Super Bowl.  
While watching the biggest football game of the year, many fans are munching on hot, 
buttery popcorn. 
 
 
9.  National Hobby Month 
January is a great time to celebrate National Hobby Month because many people are 
already thinking about kicking off the new year on a positive note by trying something new 
or reviving an old interest.  Hobbies can provide a good outlet for their zeal and motivation.  
The dictionary describes a hobby as an activity or interest pursued outside one's regular 
occupation, primarily for pleasure.  Hobbies can be educational, charitable, relaxing, good 
for your health, or all of the above and more.  Some hobbies are very physically active, such 
as biking, swimming, hiking, and bowling.  Other hobbies are more sedentary, like reading, 
writing, painting, and cooking. 
 
 
10.  National Kazoo Day 
The Kazoo was invented in the 1840s by the collaborative efforts of an African-American 
man named Alabama Vest and a German-American clock maker named Thaddeus Von 
Clegg.  It was first presented to the world at the Georgia State Fair in 1852, but the musical 
instrument did not go into commercial production until many years later in 1912.  Much is 
known about the invention and history of the kazoo, but little is known about the origins of 
National Kazoo Day, other than it is traditionally celebrated on January 28th each year. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



Name ____________________                              1. Betsy Ross's Birthday – January 1, 1752

          

 

 

 Sewing Like Betsy                         

 

 “Look at the pretty stitches I made, Mommy!” said Meredith.  Meredith was 
quite excited because her mother was teaching her how to sew. 
 “You are doing a wonderful job,” said her mother.  “Soon, you’ll be as good a 
seamstress as Betsy Ross.” 
 “Who is Betsy Ross?” asked Meredith. 
 “Way back in 1776, when our country was new and fighting for its freedom, 
Betsy Ross owned a sewing business and made material to cover furniture.  
Because she was a friend of General George Washington, and he knew how good 
her work was, he asked her to sew the first American flag,” explained Meredith’s 
mother. 
 “Mommy, will you help me make a flag like Betsy Ross?” 
 “I think that would be very nice,” answered her mother.  “Let’s get started 
right now. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
 
1.  What is Meredith's mother teaching her to do? 
           paint        bake cookies 
       sew              dance 
 
2.  How does Meredith feel about learning to sew? 
           afraid       excited 
       upset                  confused 
 
3.  Meredith's mother tells her she will soon sew as well as ________________. 
           her grandmother      Martha Washington 
       Betsy Ross          Aunt Sarah 
  
4.  In 1776, Betsy Ross owned a __________________ business. 
           sewing       bakery 
       cleaning               restaurant 
 
5.  What very special item did George Washington ask Betsy Ross to sew? 
           the first American flag             a new coat 
       uniforms for the troops             a quilt 



Name ___________________                         2. Louis Braille's Birthday – January 4, 1809

            
 
 
 
 

 Feeling is Seeing  
 
 
 Johnny was born blind, but he reads more books than anyone in his 
family.  How is it possible for him to read, if he cannot see?  He uses books 
printed in Braille.  In the Braille system, the alphabet letters are represented 
by raised dots arranged in different patterns on the paper.  You can feel the 
bumps when you run your fingers over the page.  Once you memorize the 
patterns, you can read anything printed in Braille.  This wonderful system was 
developed by Louis Braille, a brilliant young man born in France on January 
4, 1809.  He was blinded at the age of three by a tragic accident in his 
father’s leather shop, but this did not stop him from learning.  He was 
passionate about reading, and by the age of fifteen had created his Braille 
alphabet, which is still widely used today by blind people all over the world. 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  In this story, who was born blind? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2.  What system of writing does Johnny use to help him read? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3.  In the Braille system, what is used to represent the alphabet letters? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
4.  Who created the system of raised dots on paper to represent the alphabet? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

5.  According to the story, why did Louis Braille create his raised dot alphabet? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Name ____________________                     3. Jacob Grimm's Birthday – January 4, 1785 

 

 
 
 
  Teller of Tales 
 
 
 
 Do you like to read and tell stories?  Do you ever write your stories 
down for others to read?  If you do, then you are very much like two brothers 
who grew up in the country of Germany over 200 years ago.  Their names 
were Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm.  They loved poetry and old legends and 
traveled all over their country collecting traditional stories and fairy tales.  
They published their collections, and their story books became very popular.  
You might recognize the names of some of the Grimm brothers’ most famous 
fairy tales, such as Rapunzel, Cinderella, and Hansel and Gretel.  Today, 
these stories are still shared with children all over the world.  Even adults like 
to hear and read traditional favorites.  It seems you are never too old to enjoy 
the telling of a good fairy tale. 
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  What country did the Grimm brothers grow up in over 200 years ago?   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2.  What was the name of Jacob Grimm's brother in the story?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3.  What did the Grimm brothers like to collect when they traveled? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
4.  Did many people read their published story collections?  How do you know? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

5.  Name one of the Grimm's Fairy Tales mentioned in the story. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Name ____________________                          4. International Thank You Day – January 11

               
 
      
 

 Thank You Town                                                      

 
 
 The citizens of Cedar City were very excited because their normally quiet, 
little town had made national news.  It all started with a simple fifth grade class 
project.  Mrs. Ford had been noticing more and more frequently that her students 
spoke rudely to each other, forgot their manners, and didn't say please or thank 
you.  She proposed an experiment.  For one full month, each student was asked 
to say thank you and show appreciation for everything they received and for 
everything that was done for them, no matter how small and not only at school but 
also in their homes, their neighborhoods, and the community.  At the end of the 
month, the students would report their experiences to the class. 
 The attitude of gratitude turned out to be contagious, and soon many of the 
townspeople were noticing a positive change.  Folks seemed friendlier.  They 
laughed more, greeted each other with a smile, and held doors open for each 
other.  People could be heard saying the words please and thank you in 
abundance all over town.  A local newspaper editor decided to submit the story of 
their experiment to a national news network.  He called it "Cedar City Becomes 
Thank You Town."  The network loved the story and gave it a national headline.  It 
was a pretty exciting outcome to a simple class project.  January 11th is 
International Thank You Day.  You should start your own little "thank you" 
experiment and see if you can make a difference too.         
 
****************************************************************************************  
    
1.  Citizens of Cedar City were excited because they made ____________ news. 
                                                                                        (world, local, national) 
 

2.  The excitement started with a _______________ grade class project. 
                                                      (third, fifth, tenth) 
 

3.  Mrs. Ford noticed her students were rude and forgot their ____________. 
                                                                                  (manners, names, homework) 
 

4.  Her class project seemed to make the whole town ________________. 
                                                                                (angrier, meaner, friendlier) 
 

5.  January 11th is International __________________ Day. 
                                                 (Pizza, Party, Thank You) 



Name ____________________                            5. National Pharmacist Day – January 12 

 
 
 
  
  Thank You, Mr. Pharmacist 
 
 
 
 “Mommy, my throat really hurts, and I feel hot,” said Jay. 
 “Oh dear, I think you may have a fever,” said Mommy.  She called the 
doctor and made an appointment for Jay.  The doctor discovered that Jay had 
a strep throat infection and prescribed an antibiotic medicine for him to take.  
Mommy and Jay went to the pharmacy to pick up the medicine.  The 
pharmacist knew all about Jay’s antibiotic and told him exactly how to use it. 
 “Thank you, Mr. Pharmacist,” said Jay. 
 “You’re very welcome," said the pharmacist.  "I hope you feel better real 
soon.” The pharmacist smiled and gave Jay’s hair a friendly tousle. 
 “He’s really nice, isn’t he Mommy?  I think I’m starting to feel better 
already,” said Jay.   
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Jay told his mommy that his _______________ was really hurting. 
           head        foot 
       throat              ear 
 
2.  Jay's mommy thought he had a fever and called the ________________. 
           doctor        mayor 
       farmer                   teacher 
 
3.  What did the doctor discover in Jay's throat? 
           a lump                        a chunk of food 
       a toy                   an infection 
  
4.  Jay and his mommy had to go see the __________ to pick up his medicine. 
           mailman              pharmacist 
       neighbor              veterinarian 
 
5.  According to the story, what did Jay think about the pharmacist? 
           He was really nice.                      He was mean. 
       He was scary.                      He was rude. 
 



Name ____________________                6. Martin Luther King’s Birthday – January 15, 1929 

 
 
 
  Just Like Martin 
 
 
 
 “Hurry up and finish getting dressed for school.  Your breakfast is on the 
table and getting cold,” said Michael’s mother. 
 “I’m almost ready.  Please, may I read just one more page?” asked 
Michael. 
 “What are you reading?” 
 “It’s a book about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,” replied Michael.  “Mom, did 
you know that Dr. King went to college when he was only fifteen years old?  He 
became a strong leader in his community and believed that everyone should 
have an equal opportunity to work hard to get a good education and a good 
job.  He helped a lot of people and won the Nobel Peace Prize.  I want to be 
like that too some day.” 
 “Well, not until after breakfast,” his mother said gently and smiled. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  What did Michael want to do before eating his breakfast? 
           read one more page     take a bath 
       put on his shoes      make his bed 
 
2.  Michael told his mother he was reading a book about _________________. 
           Harry Potter               Michael Jackson 
       Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.   George Washington 
 
3.  How old was Dr. King when he went to college? 
           seventeen                        fifteen 
       eighteen                   fourteen 
  
4.  According to the story, Dr. King became a strong leader in his __________. 
           home       neighborhood 
       community           state 
 
5.  Dr. King believed in equal opportunities for ___________________. 
           only men                               only adults 

       only African Americans             everyone 
     
 



Name ____________________                7. Benjamin Franklin’s Birthday – January 17, 1706 

 
 
 
 
                                          Mr. Inventor 
 
 
  
 
 Mrs. Harvey’s 4th grade class held a science fair and invited the parents 
to come see their projects.  Teresa loves science and wants to be an engineer 
someday.  She stood proudly by her project and answered parents’ questions.  
One father seemed very impressed with Teresa’s experiment. 
 “How did you become so interested in science?” he asked. 
 “Mrs. Harvey read a story about Benjamin Franklin to our class,” she 
explained.   “I especially liked the part that told about his science experiments 
and inventions.  Mr. Franklin was a very intelligent and creative man who 
accomplished a lot of things in his lifetime.  His inventions have helped many 
people, and I want to be just like him.” 
 “I think Mr. Franklin would be very pleased with your project,” said the 
father. 
 “Thank you,” said Teresa with a beaming smile. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Mrs. Harvey’s 4th grade class held a ___________________ fair. 
                                                        (social studies, art, science) 
 

2.  Teresa loves science and wants to be _____________________ someday. 
                                                        (an artist, an engineer, a teacher)                                                                    
 

3.  Mrs. Harvey read a story about _________________________ to the class. 
                             (Benjamin Franklin, Abraham Lincoln, Martha Washington) 
 

4.  According to Teresa, Mr. Franklin was a very___________________ man. 
                                                                     (unfriendly, unhappy, intelligent) 
 

5.  In the story, Teresa said that Mr. Franklin’s _______________helped many 
     people.                                                   (letters, inventions, books)     
                                                                       
 



Name ____________________                                   8. National Popcorn Day – January 19 

 

 
 
 

 Popcorn, Popcorn Everywhere 
 
 
 
 Elizabeth was very hungry after school one day.  She asked her mother if 
she could make herself a snack.  Her mother said okay, and Elizabeth went to the 
kitchen to look for something to eat.  In the pantry, she spotted a container of 
popcorn kernels.  She’d seen her mother cook popcorn in a big pan on the stove 
before and decided to try this herself.  She put the oil in the pan, added the 
popcorn kernels and some salt then turned on the burner.  She went quickly to her 
room to put away her school things but got distracted and forgot all about the 
popcorn. 
 Suddenly, Elizabeth heard her mother’s alarmed voice calling to her from the 
kitchen.  Elizabeth ran to her mother where she discovered she had forgotten to 
put a lid on the pan, and popping corn was flying everywhere.  Did you know that a 
popping kernel can fly as far as three feet?  Elizabeth learned this little fact the 
messy way.  
 

************************************************************************************************** 
 

1.  When Elizabeth was hungry after school one day, what did she ask her mother?  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

2.  Where did Elizabeth go to look for something to eat? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

3.  What did Elizabeth find in the pantry?  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

4.  When Elizabeth put the popcorn in the pan, what did she forget to do? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

5.  According to the story, how far can a popping kernel fly? 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 



Name ____________________                                         9. January is National Hobby Month  
 
        

 

 Hobby New Year    

 
 
 "Happy New Year!" said Mr. Thomas eagerly as his students walked back into 
the classroom following the Christmas break.  "The start of a new year is a great 
time to think about new ideas," he said when they were all seated.  "January is 
National Hobby Month, and I want each of us to think about trying a new hobby." 
 "What’s a hobby?" asked Cecilia. 
 Mr. Thomas explained that a hobby is an activity you do in your leisure time.  
It can be fun, educational, relaxing, or all of those things and more.  He went on to 
ask his students for suggestions of hobbies they might like to try.  Many ideas were 
shared, such as bicycling, skating, painting, writing stories, reading, collecting 
things, sewing, and others.  The students decided they would all try a new hobby for 
one month and then report back to the class how they liked it and what they learned.  
Great idea! 
 

******************************************************************************************** 
1.  January is National ________________ Month. 
           Hat        Popcorn 
       Hobby              Soccer 
 
2.  According to Mr. Thomas, a new year is a great time to think about _______. 
           new ideas               a vacation 
       sleeping          eating 
 
2.  In the story, who asks the question, "What's a hobby?" 
           Robert       Jason 
       Cecilia                   Sarah 
 
3.  Mr. Thomas explained that a hobby is an activity you do in your _______ time. 
           homework               exercise 
       meal                  leisure 
  
4.  Which of the following hobbies was mentioned by the students in the story? 
           archery       roller blading 
       sewing               singing 
 
5.  The students agreed to try a new hobby for one _______________. 
           month                                         year 
       week                                        day 



Name ____________________                                   10. National Kazoo Day – January 28 

 

 

 Can You Kazoo?                         

 

 Jennifer came home from school very excited one afternoon.  Her music 
teacher had given each student in the class a brand new kazoo.  In two weeks, on 
January 28th, it would be National Kazoo Day, and they were going to give a 
kazoo concert for all the parents.  She ran to tell her mother. 
 "What is a kazoo?" her mother asked. 
 "It's a small plastic instrument, a little bigger than a whistle, but you don't 
blow into it," explained Jennifer.  "You hum."  Then she ran off to practice. 
 On the day of the concert, the auditorium was filled with parents, many of 
whom had never heard or seen a kazoo before.  They seemed delighted as the 
students performed song after song.  At the end of the concert, the music class 
had a big surprise for their parents.  The students dashed through the audience, 
handing each guest a nice new kazoo.  Then they invited them to join in the final 
number.  Some seemed unsure of themselves but joined in the fun anyway.  The 
room filled with the unique musical sound of over 100 kazoos humming "Mary 
Had a Little Lamb."  At the end of the song, everyone laughed and clapped.  The 
parents were happy to learn that they could kazoo.  Can you kazoo? 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
 
1.  What musical instrument did the music teacher give her students? 
           flute        drum 
       kazoo              whistle 
 
2.  When were the students going to give a kazoo concert for their parents? 
           National Kazoo Day     Christmas 
       last day of school     next fall 
 
3.  When is National Kazoo Day each year? 
           May 10                          October 15 
       June 20                    January 28 
  
4.  How many kazoos hummed the last song of the concert? 
           over 100               less than 50 
       200                        only 10 
 
5.  The parents were _______________ to learn that they could play the kazoo? 
           worried                                             upset 
       happy                                             afraid 



FEBRUARY – BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 
 

1.  Black History Month 
The importance of black history in America has been recognized during the month of 
February each year since 1926.  First, it was celebrated as Negro History Week and later 
became Black History Month.  Blacks have lived in America since colonial times, but they 
did not gain a respectable presence in American history books until the 20th century.  The 
recognition of black history and the creation of Black History Month are attributed to Dr. 
Carter G. Woodson, who was the son of former slaves and spent his childhood working in 
Kentucky coal mines.  He enrolled in high school at age twenty and eventually graduated 
from Harvard with a Ph.D.  During his studies, it disturbed Dr. Woodson to discover that 
history books ignored the black-American population.  He sought to correct this by 
establishing The Association for the Study of Negro Life and History (now called The 
Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History) in 1915.  A year later, Woodson 
founded the widely respected Journal of Negro History. In 1926, he launched Negro History 
Week as an initiative to bring national attention to the contributions of black people.  Negro 
History Week later evolved into Black History Month, which is still observed annually. 
 
 
2.  American Heart Month 

Cardiovascular disease (including stroke) is a leading cause of death for men and women 
alike in America.  One out of every three adults in the United States has some form of this 
deadly disease.  Since 1963, the United States Congress has required the President to 
proclaim February as “American Heart Month” in an effort to increase heart health 
awareness.  People need to understand the risk factors, such as high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, diabetes, obesity, physical inactivity, tobacco use, and family history.  
Awareness can then lead to lifestyle changes and the development of healthier daily habits.  
The hope is that adults will pass these better habits onto their children and eventually break 
the heart disease cycle that currently grips this country. 
 
 
3.  Groundhog Day 
The legend of Groundhog Day stems from an ancient belief that hibernating creatures are 
able to predict the arrival of springtime by their emergence from their dens.  German 
immigrants known as the Pennsylvania Dutch brought the tradition to America in the 18th 
century.  Over time, it developed into an annual celebration held on February 2nd in the 
United States and Canada.  According to folklore, if it is cloudy when the groundhog comes 
out of his burrow, winter will soon end.  If it is sunny, and the groundhog sees his shadow, 
winter weather will continue for six more weeks.  The largest Groundhog Day festival is held 
in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania.  Many people gather there every year on Gobbler's Knob, 
a wooded knoll just outside the town, to see what the groundhog named Punxsutawney Phil 
will do.  Approximately 90% of the time, Phil sees his shadow.  Phil started making his 
predictions in 1887 and has become an American institution.  Area residents claim he has 
never been wrong. 
 

 

4.  Henry “Hank” Aaron 
Henry Aaron, better known as Hank, was born on February 5, 1934, in Mobile, Alabama.  
He played professional baseball for 23 years as an outfielder for the Milwaukee Braves 
(changed later to the Atlanta Braves) and the Milwaukee Brewers.  Aaron was the first to 



surpass the 714 career home run record of Babe Ruth and kept the title of home run king 
until Barry Bonds passed his 755 record in 2007.  Aaron still holds many of baseball’s most 
distinguished records, such as most runs batted in (2,297), highest total bases run (6,856), 
and most years with 30 or more home runs (15).  After retiring as a player, Aaron became 
executive vice-president for the Atlanta Braves, where he has been a leading spokesman 
for minority hiring in baseball. He was elected to baseball's Hall of Fame in 1982. His 
autobiography, I Had a Hammer, was published in 1990. 
 
 

5.  Thomas Edison 

Thomas Edison was born on February 11, 1847, into a middle class family in Milan, Ohio.  It 
became evident early in his life that he was extremely intelligent and inquisitive.  His public 
school teacher was unable to cope with his incessant questions, so Edison's mother 
homeschooled him.  His appetite for learning was insatiable, however, and he advanced so 
quickly that his parents hired a tutor to assist with the subjects that were beyond their 
capability.  Edison went on to become one of the greatest inventors of all time.  He was 
granted 1,093 United States patents, the most ever issued to any individual.  Perhaps his 
greatest contribution was the invention of the first successful electric light bulb.  He also 
invented the phonograph and made improvements to the telegraph, telephone, and motion 
picture technology.  Edison was a shrewd businessman and created companies worldwide 
for the manufacture and sale of his inventions.  Along with other manufacturing pioneers of 
his era, Edison helped make the United States a world industrial power. 
 
 
6.  Abraham Lincoln 
Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809, in Hardin County, Kentucky.  He studied 
diligently to learn all he could while he worked hard in a variety of jobs.  He became a 
lawyer and rode the circuit of courts for many years.  His law partner said of him, “His 
ambition was a little engine that knew no rest.” Lincoln served four successive terms as an 
Illinois State legislator and one term as a member of the United States House of 
Representatives.  He went on to become the 16th President of the United States.  He 
presided over a very tumultuous time in this nation’s history.  The states were embroiled in a 
conflict over slavery and secession that led to the Civil War.  On January 1, 1863, President 
Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation that declared the slaves forever free.  In 
honor of his leadership during a pivotal point in American history, Abraham Lincoln’s 
birthday is celebrated annually. 
 
 
7.  National Canned Food Month 
The process of canning has been used to preserve food for over 100 years.  If properly 
stored, canned goods can sometimes last for years.  At first, glass jars were used, but 
because they were breakable and did not travel well, other storage materials were 
considered.  The canning process evolved, and people learned how to seal foods inside tin 
cans.  This later led to the use of the steel cans we have today.  The Canned Food Alliance, 
a coalition of suppliers and manufacturers, is responsible for initiating February as National 
Canned Food Month.  At this time each year, many organizations host canned food drives 
to stock local food pantries, which play a vital role in feeding the hungry.  When people fall 
on hard times and need a little help, donating canned foods is a kind and caring way to do 
your part. 
 
 
 

http://www.foodinsight.org/Blog/tabid/60/EntryId/240/Celebrating-Canned-Food-Month.aspx


8.  Galileo Galilee  
Galileo Galilee, who is more widely known as simply Galileo, was born in Italy on February 
15, 1564.  He was a scientist and an astronomer whose achievements include building the 
first high-powered telescope.  He was the first to use the telescope to study the skies.  In 
light of his study, he theorized that the planets revolved around the sun and not around the 
earth.  This idea was so contrary to the belief of his time that it led to him being denounced 
as a heretic by the church in Rome.  Galileo’s theory, of course, was eventually proven to be 
correct, and the Vatican officially recognized the validity of his work in 1993.  While others 
had invented very low-powered telescopes before Galileo, he refined and improved the idea 
to such a degree that he is generally considered the inventor of the modern telescope. 
 
 
9.  National Pet Dental Health Month 
According to the American Veterinary Dental Society (AVDS), over 85% of dogs and cats 
exhibit signs of oral disease already by the age of four.  Food particles and bacteria build up 
in their mouths and form plaque and tartar, which lead to gingivitis.  If untreated, gingivitis 
progresses to periodontal disease, which may result in tooth decay and loss, bad breath, 
bleeding gums, and severe pain.  Poor oral hygiene for pets can also produce more serious 
consequences, including infection, damage to internal organs, and death.  Organ damage 
occurs when bacteria from periodontal disease travels into the pet's bloodstream and infects 
the internal organs.  These infections are usually treatable when discovered early enough.  
To highlight the importance of good oral health care for pets, the American Veterinary 
Medical Association (AMVA) has designated February as National Pet Dental Health Month.  
Pet owners are encouraged to brush their pet's teeth, provide proper food and nutrition, and 
take the animals for regular check-ups. 
 
 
10.  George Washington 
George Washington was born on February 22, 1732, in Colonial Virginia.  He loved the land 
and farming and disliked the idea of war.  His leadership qualities, however, eventually led 
him to play several vital roles in the early history of the United States.  In 1775, he was 
asked to serve as Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army.  A superb general, he led 
American troops to victory over Great Britain during the American Revolutionary War.  
Beginning in 1787, Washington presided over the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, where the United States Constitution was written.  In 1789, he was 
unanimously chosen as the new nation's first President, where he served two terms that 
ended in 1797.  George Washington is generally regarded as the "Father of Our Country."  
He died at his home, Mount Vernon, located in Fairfax County, Virginia, on December 14, 
1799, drawing to a close a most distinguished military and political career.       
 



Name ____________________                                   1.  February is Black History Month 

 
 
 
 

 A Tribute                                                                          

     
 
 
 Yvette recently moved from Paris, France, to New York City because her 
father was transferred by his company.  On her first day in her new school, the 
teacher introduced her to the other third graders in her class and explained 
that they were all very busy working on projects about Black History Month.  
Being new to the country, Yvette was not familiar with this tradition. 
 "What is Black History Month?" she asked the teacher. 
 "I'm glad you asked," replied her teacher.  She went on to explain that 
Black History Month is celebrated during the month of February every year 
here in the United States.  It is a time when we pay tribute to the African-
Americans who have made so many wonderful contributions to this country's 
development and success throughout its history.  They have been inventors, 
political leaders, educators, doctors, writers, musicians, entertainers, athletes, 
and so much more.  The tradition of celebrating Black History Month was 
established in 1926 and is attributed to the efforts of Dr. Carter G. Woodson.  
During his studies, he discovered that very little information about black 
Americans was included in American history books.  He sought successfully to 
change that. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  In the story, who recently moved from Paris?  a.  third grade 

 

_____  2.  What grade is Yvette in at her new school?   b.  February 

 

_____  3.  What was the topic of their class projects?   c.  1926 

 

_____  4.  Black History Month is celebrated during which month? d.  Yvette 

 

_____  5.  In what year was Black History Month established? e.  Black History Month 

 



Name ____________________                                2.  February is American Heart Month 

 
 
 

 

 Be Good to Your Heart                    

 
  
 
 Matthew sat in the hospital waiting room with his family.  His grandfather 
had just been rushed to the emergency room in an ambulance.  Matthew’s 
parents paced the floor looking worried, and it made Matthew feel worried too.  
He loved his grandfather very much and wanted him to be alright.  
 Finally, after what seemed like forever, the doctor came to the waiting 
room to talk to Matthew’s dad.  “Your father has suffered a serious heart 
attack,” he explained. “I believe he’s going to be okay, but he’ll need to make 
some important lifestyle changes, like eating healthier and exercising more.  
Most importantly, he should stop smoking.” 
 Matthew’s dad nodded and looked relieved as he thanked the doctor for 
all his help.  Matthew had heard what the doctor said and walked over to his 
father.  He climbed up in his lap, looked him in the eye, and said, “Daddy, 
please promise me you will be good to your heart.  I don’t want you to get sick 
like Grandpa.” 
 Matthew’s dad hugged him tight and said, “I promise.” 
 
*****************************************************************************************  
 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or     
           false.  Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  Matthew's parents rushed Grandpa to the hospital in their car.   

    O True  O False 

 
2.  Matthew's worried parents paced the floor in the hospital waiting room. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  Finally, the doctor told them Grandpa had suffered a stroke. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  The doctor said Grandpa should eat healthier and exercise more. 

    O True  O False 
 

5.  Matthew made his dad promise to take good care of his heart too. 

    O True  O False 



 

Name ____________________                                      3.  Groundhog Day – February 2 

 
 
 

 

 Grumpy Groundhog    

 
 
 
 Gary and Garfield are groundhogs, and they are brothers, but they have 
very different personalities.  Gary likes to sing and talk and laugh.  He always 
greets his forest friends with a cheerful smile.  Garfield is quiet and likes to 
keep to himself.  He reads and sleeps a lot.  When he goes for walks, he 
prefers to go alone.  Gary and Garfield share a warm, comfy burrow, but 
sometimes Gary's cheery disposition drives Garfield crazy. Today is one of 
those times.  Gary is very excited because it's Groundhog Day, that wonderful 
holiday when groundhogs peek out from their winter hibernation. 
 "Look, Garfield, it's cloudy!  I can't see my shadow.  That means spring is 
almost here!  Isn't that wonderful?" 
 "Fabulous," Garfield replies with a disinterested grunt. 
 "Oh, don't be so grumpy," Gary says.  "Let's go for a nice long walk." 
 "Maybe tomorrow," says Garfield. 
 Gary ignores him and steps gleefully out into the fresh air.  Suddenly, he 
feels very hungry and imagines that his grumpy brother must be pretty hungry 
too.  He decides to find them both a tasty snack to celebrate Groundhog Day. 
 
*****************************************************************************************  
 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                WORD BANK 
 
1.  Gary and Garfield are _______________.               spring   

 
2.  Garfield is _______________ brother.              shadow 
 
3.  Gary and Garfield live together in a _______________.            grumpy 
 
4.  Garfield has a _______________ personality.              burrow 
 
5.  Gary is _______________ because today is Groundhog Day.        groundhogs 
 
6.  When Gary goes outside, he doesn't see his ______________.  Gary's 
 
7.  Not seeing his shadow means ______________ is almost here.  snack 
 
8.  Gary decides to find a tasty _______________ for Garfield.                excited 



 

Name ____________________              4. Henry "Hank" Aaron's Birthday – February 5, 1934 

 
 
 

 

 Swing That Hammer Hank                             

 
 
 
 Bobby stood at the plate with a bead of sweat running down his cheek 
and a look of fierce determination in his eye.  It was his turn to bat in the final 
inning of the championship game.  The score was tied, and Bobby’s team 
needed this point to win.  Both of his proud parents were in the stands 
watching the game with tense excitement. 
 Suddenly, his father called out, “Swing that hammer, Hank!” 
 He said this because he and Bobby had recently read together a 
wonderful autobiography called I Had a Hammer, written by the great Hall of 
Fame professional baseball player Henry "Hank" Aaron.  Bobby understood 
exactly what his father meant, and the shout out gave him confidence.  He 
swung hard at the next pitch.  With a mighty crack, the ball sailed easily over 
the home run fence.  His ecstatic teammates engulfed him.  Bobby looked up 
into the stands to see the beaming smiles of his mom and dad.  He wondered 
if Hank Aaron felt this way each time he hit one of his 755 career home runs. 
 
*****************************************************************************************  
 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                        WORD BANK 
 
1.  __________ stood at the plate ready to bat.                                     win  

 
2.  It was the __________ inning of the championship game.     final 
 
3.  Bobby's team needed this point to __________ the game.                                father 
            
4.  Bobby's parents were in the __________ watching the game.                          Bobby                                         
              
5.  Bobby's __________ called out, "Swing that hammer, Hank!"                            755                                         
 
6.  Bobby and his dad had recently read a book about ___________.                 home run
                               
7.  Bobby hit a __________ and his team won the game.                                   Hank Aaron 
 
8.  Hank Aaron hit __________ home runs during his career.                                stands      



Name ____________________                 5.  Thomas Edison's Birthday – February 11, 1847 

 
 

 
                                 

 A Bright Idea                                                  
 
 
 
 Have you ever been in your house at night when the power went out?  
You flipped the light switch, and nothing happened.  It was dark and maybe a 
little scary until your mom found a candle or flashlight and lit it so you could 
see again.  Electricity and light bulbs are things we take for granted every day.  
We don't realize just how important they are to us until we don't have them.  A 
very special man named Thomas Edison was born on February 11, 1847.  
Being highly intelligent and extremely curious, he wanted to know how things 
worked, which led him to do many experiments.  His experiments resulted in 
multiple inventions, including the first successful light bulb. He also made 
improvements to other things like the telephone, telegraph, and motion picture 
camera. 
 When a person invents something and does not want anyone else to 
claim his idea, he applies for a patent, which gives him legal credit for the 
invention.  Mr. Edison was granted 1,093 United States patents – more than 
any other individual in American history.  We owe a lot to Mr. Edison for his 
hard work.  Because of his experiments with electricity and his invention of the 
light bulb, you are able to sit in a brightly lit classroom and read this story. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  In the story, who was born on February 11, 1847?  a.  the light bulb 

 

_____  2..  What was Thomas Edison curious to know?  b.  Thomas Edison 

 

_____  3.  What did his curiosity lead him to do?   c.  1,093 

 

_____  4.  What was one of his most important inventions?  d.  how things worked 

 

_____  5.  How many U.S. patents did Mr. Edison receive?  e.  many experiments

    



Name ____________________                    6.  Abraham Lincoln's Birthday – February 12, 1809 

 
 
 

 

 A Very Special Part to Play                                           
 
  

  

 “Mom, I need my beard,” Arthur said anxiously. 
 “I have it right here,” said his mother.  “Don’t be nervous, Arthur.  You have 
practiced well, and you are ready.”  Backstage she helped him put the finishing 
touches on his costume. 
 Arthur was playing the part of Abraham Lincoln in his school play.  He felt 
honored to be selected for such a special role.  His class had just finished an 
American history unit on Abraham Lincoln.  Mr. Lincoln was the 16

th
 President of the 

United States, and he led our country through the very difficult Civil War years.  His 
birthday is February 12

th
.  At the end of the history unit, Arthur’s class had a birthday 

party in President Lincoln’s honor, complete with cake, ice cream, and Lincoln-style 
party hats that they made themselves.  The final step in their study of Lincoln was 
the play being performed for all the school children and their parents. 
 “It’s show time,” said Arthur’s teacher.  When the curtain opened, Arthur stood 
tall in his Lincoln suit, hat, and beard.  His mom smiled proudly as the spotlight 
shown on her young son. 
 

******************************************************************************************** 
1.  What did Arthur need from his mom at the beginning of the story?  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2.  What part was Arthur playing in the school play? 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

3.  How did Arthur feel about playing such a special role in the play? 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

4.  According to the story, when is Abraham Lincoln's birthday? 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

5.  What very difficult war did President Lincoln guide our country through? 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------- 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Name ____________________                        7.  February is National Canned Food Month 

 

          
 
 
             A Neighborhood Unites 
 
  
 The sirens blared and red lights flashed as fire trucks raced into the 
neighborhood.  Firemen rushed about doing their best to save as much of 
Andy's house as they could.  Water sprayed everywhere.  Concerned 
neighbors gathered on the sidewalk to show their support.  When the fire was 
out and the excitement was over, Andy's family learned the extent of the 
damage.  Their kitchen had been completely destroyed, and they would not be 
able to live in their home for awhile.  Andy's father had recently lost his job, 
and their kind and caring neighbors knew money would be tight for Andy's 
family.  They organized a canned food drive to help ease the food bill.  Over 
one thousand cans were collected…foods of all kinds like soups, fruits, 
vegetables, and meats.  Some folks even donated clothing and furniture.  
Others gave money.  Andy's family was overwhelmed by the generosity of their 
neighbors and friends.  It is amazing what community members can 
accomplish when they unite to help each other in a time of need. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
1.  In the story, whose house had a fire? 
           Johnny        Andy 
       Timothy          Marcus     
 
2.  What part of the house was completely destroyed? 
           garage       dining room 
       bedroom         kitchen          
 
3.  Money was going to be tight because __________ had just lost his job. 
           Andy's father                                Andy's mother      
       Uncle George      Grandpa 
  
4.  Kind and caring __________ organized a canned food drive to help. 
           coworkers               relatives 
       neighbors            students 
 
5.  How many cans of food were collected? 
           20                                         500 
       35                                         over 1000 
     



Name ____________________       8. Galileo Galilee's Birthday – February 15, 1564 

 

 

 

Star Gazing 
 

 

Jason's dad drove him to the top of a big hill outside their city.  After 
finding the perfect spot where there was a clear view of the starry night sky, he 
parked the car, opened the trunk, and pulled out a long cardboard box.  The 
box contained a shiny new telescope that Jason had gotten for his birthday.  
He couldn’t wait to try it out.  When the telescope was all assembled, his dad 
told him to take the first peek. 

“Wow!” exclaimed Jason as he peered through the lens.  “Dad, it’s 
incredible!  There are so many stars.  It looks like I could just reach out my 
hand and touch them.”  His dad chuckled. 
 Jason and his dad were able to enjoy this amazing view largely due to 
the brilliant work of a famous scientist and astronomer named Galileo Galilee, 
who was born on February 15, 1564.  Galileo is credited with inventing the first 
high-powered telescope and using it to study the skies. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or 
false.  Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  Jason drove the car to the top of a big hill outside their city.   

    O True  O False 
 
2.  Jason and his dad were going to look at the stars through Jason's new telescope. 

    O True  O False 
 
3.  Jason had been given the telescope as a Christmas gift. 

    O True  O False 
 
4.  Jason was excited to see so many stars through his telescope. 

    O True  O False 
 
5.  A man named Galileo Galilee is credited with inventing the first high-powered 
telescope and using it to study the skies.  

    O True  O False 

    



Name ____________________                   9.  February is National Pet Dental Health Month 

 

 

Hey, That's My Toothbrush! 
 

 

 Derek loves his pet cat Max and wants to take very good care of him so that he 
will be healthy and happy.  He feeds Max and gives him fresh water to drink every day.  
Max has lots of toys to play with and a comfortable pet bed.  Most of the time, however, 
Max hops up onto Derek's people bed to sleep at night. 
 Today, Derek decided to try something he had never before done for his beloved 
Max.  At Max's last check-up, the veterinarian told Derek all about National Pet Dental 
Health Month and advised him to try brushing Max's teeth occasionally.  Without 
thinking, Derek grabbed one of the toothbrushes from the counter in the bathroom he 
shares with his older brother Roger.  Well, the teeth brushing expedition wasn't going 
too well, and Derek was about to give up.  Max was squirming and clawing to get away 
when Roger entered the room. 
 "Hey, that's my toothbrush!" Roger yelled. 
 Derek was so startled he let go of the cat, who flew off his lap.  "I was going to 
wash the toothbrush when I was done," he said. 
 Roger just rolled his eyes and grunted in disgust. 
 Their mother had been quietly observing the whole scene, trying not to laugh.  
She promised to get a brand new toothbrush for Roger and a box of teeth cleaning 
biscuits for Max. 
 

******************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Derek has a pet cat named _________________________. 
                                                        (Felix, Max, Charlie) 
 

2.  Derek gives Max food and ___________________ every day. 
                                            (a bath, medicine, fresh water) 
 

3.  Derek wants to keep his pet cat ____________________ and happy. 
                                                             (healthy, angry, fat) 
 

4.  Derek decided to try something new and brush Max's __________________. 
                                                                                                 (fur, tail, teeth) 
     
5.  Roger was ________________ that Derek used his toothbrush on the cat. 
                 (pleased, disgusted, thankful) 
 



Name ____________________        10. George Washington's Birthday – February 11, 1732 

 

 

The Father of Our Country 
 

 
 Alex sat in his father's big old recliner, eyes glued to a book he had just 
checked out from the public library.  Alex had become very interested in 
learning more about the American Revolutionary War since his third grade 
class finished a unit on the subject in social studies.  Alex's dad entered the 
room and noticed how intent his young son was on his reading. 
 "What are you reading?" he asked. 
 "Oh, it's a fantastic book about George Washington and how he led our 
troops in battle and defeated the British in the American Revolution.  Then, he 
helped with the creation of our Constitution.  He even became the very first 
President of the United States.  Did you know all of that, Dad?" 
 "I sure did, son.  We learned about George Washington when I was in 
school too.  He's often referred to as the Father of Our Country." 
 "I know," said Alex excitedly. That's the name of this great book I got 
from the library today." 
 "I wouldn't mind hearing some of those wonderful stories again," said his 
dad.  "Why don't we sit together in that big old recliner, and you can read a 
little of your book to me?" 
 "Great idea, Dad," said Alex as he climbed into his father's lap. 
 
*****************************************************************************************  
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  Who was Alex reading about in the story?   a.  the public library 

 

_____  2..  Where did Alex get the book he was reading?  b.  American Revolution 

 

_____  3.  Who came into the room and saw Alex reading?  c.  George Washington 

 

_____  4.  What famous war did George Washington help win? d.  the Constitution 

 

_____  5.  What special document did Washington help create? e.  Alex's dad   



MARCH – BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

 
 
1.  Dr. Seuss 
Theodor Seuss Geisel (also known as Dr. Seuss) was born on March 2, 1904, in 
Springfield, Massachusetts.  He was a writer, illustrator, and cartoonist, known best for his 
children’s books.  He published 44 of them.  They featured imaginative characters, rhyme, 
and frequent use of tri-syllabic meter.  Some of his most beloved stories are Green Eggs 
and Ham, The Cat in the Hat, One Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish, Horton Hatches the 
Egg, Horton Hears a Who!, and How the Grinch Stole Christmas.  Dr. Seuss’s birthday has 
been adopted as the annual date for National Read Across America Day, a reading initiative 
created by the National Education Association. 
 
 
2.  Music in Our Schools Month 
Music in Our Schools Month is celebrated each year in March.  There is a yearly theme 
selected that schools can use to develop various activities which promote the importance of 
quality music education.  These activities showcase the talents of students along with their 
music teachers and choral and band directors.  They are also designed to involve parents, 
community members, and organizations, enlisting them as strong advocates for music 
education.  This annual celebration began in 1973 and was developed by MENC, which is 
the National Association for Music Education (formerly known as the Music Educators 
National Conference).  MENC continues to sponsor and coordinate this event each year. 
 
 
3.  Alexander Graham Bell 
Alexander Graham Bell was born on March 3, 1847, in Edinburgh, Scotland.  He came to 
the United States in 1871, where he began teaching deaf-mutes.  In 1872, he founded a 
school for deaf-mutes in Boston, Massachusetts.  Bell is probably most famous for his 
invention of the telephone.  He started working on his idea of transmitting speech at the age 
of eighteen.  On March 10, 1876, his experiments with the help of assistant Thomas Watson 
proved successful.  The first full sentence was transmitted over wire – “Watson, come here; 
I want you.”  Bell introduced the telephone to the world at the 1876 Centennial Exposition in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  In 1877, he and his investors formed the first Bell Telephone 
Company. 
 
 
4.  National Anthem Day 
National Anthem Day is celebrated on March 3rd each year.  It commemorates the day in 
1931 that the United States Congress officially declared The Star-Spangled Banner as our 
national anthem.  Written by Francis Scott Key, many people think The Star-Spangled 
Banner was written during the Revolutionary War. It was actually written during the War of 
1812, the second major military conflict between America and Great Britain.  One night 
during the war, Mr. Key was detained on an enemy ship in the harbor of Baltimore, 
Maryland.  Throughout the night, he watched the British bombardment of Fort McHenry.  
The next morning, on September 14, 1814, Mr. Key was thrilled to see the American flag 
still waving over the fort.  This inspired him to write his historical song The Star-Spangled 
Banner. 
 
 
 



 
5.  National Peanut Month 
March is National Peanut Month.  This tradition had its beginning as National Peanut Week 
in 1941.  In 1974 it was expanded to a month-long observance.  March is also National 
Nutrition Month and a great time to highlight the nutritional value of peanuts.  Each serving 
provides a good source of protein, vitamin E, niacin, folate, phosphorus, and magnesium.  
People are sometimes surprised to learn that peanuts are actually not nuts at all.  They 
belong to the legume family, like beans, peas, and lentils.  Dr. George Washington Carver 
researched and developed more than 300 uses for peanuts in the early 1900s and is 
considered “The Father of the Peanut Industry” because of his extensive research and 
promotion of peanut production. Two peanut farmers have been elected President of the 
United States:  Thomas Jefferson and Jimmy Carter. 
 
 
6.  Eli Whitney and the Cotton Gin 
Eli Whitney was born on December 8, 1765, in Westboro, Massachusetts.  He was a gifted 
engineer, inventor, manufacturer, and businessman.  On March 14, 1794, Whitney was 
granted a U.S. patent for his cotton gin.  The cotton gin was a machine designed to remove 
the seeds from the cotton bole.  Prior to that, seeds had to be hand-picked, which was a 
tedious and time-consuming process.  Whitney’s invention greatly sped up and increased 
the production of cotton grown in much of the South.  This made the region prosperous.  
After the cotton gin, Whitney went into the firearms business, using his mechanical skills to 
design a system for manufacturing identical and interchangeable parts for rifles. He 
operated a successful firearms factory near New Haven, Connecticut until he retired around 
1820. 
 
 
7.  St. Patrick's Day 
St. Patrick was a Christian missionary born in the 5th century and is credited with bringing 
Christianity to Ireland.  He is known as the Patron Saint of Ireland.  St. Patrick's Day, 
celebrated on March 17th each year, commemorates the anniversary of his death.  This 
religious holiday has been observed by the Irish for over a thousand years.  It is marked by 
special church services, parades, festivals, and the like.  The shamrock was chosen as 
Ireland's national emblem, and Ireland is called the "Emerald Isle" because its plentiful rain 
and mist create magnificent green landscapes year-round.  For this reason, displaying 
shamrocks and wearing green have become popular St. Patrick's Day traditions, as well. 
 
 
8.  Swallows Return to Capistrano 
Each year on March 19th, large numbers of cliff swallows (species: Petrochelidon 
Pyrrhonota) return to the San Juan Capistrano Mission in California.  They stay until it is 
time to migrate back to their winter haven in Argentina on October 23rd.  Scouts arrive a few 
days before the rest of the flock, but the majority of the small, energetic birds usually reach 
their destination on the 19th. They quickly begin rebuilding their mud nests, which cling 
under the eves and on the ruins of the old stone church and other buildings throughout the 
Capistrano Valley.  The padres at the mission first noticed the birds’ migration pattern 
centuries ago.  The mission has remained an ideal summer home for the swallows because 
the area offers a great abundance of insects for them to eat.  Today, the village of San Juan 
Capistrano throws a fiesta to celebrate the annual event. Visitors come from all over the 
world to watch the return of the swallows. 
 
 



9.  Youth Art Month  
March is Youth Art Month and was founded by the Crayon, Water Color & Craft Institute in 
1961, in cooperation with the National Art Education Association.  Originally called 
Children’s Art Month, it was developed to highlight the importance of art participation for all 
children.  In 1969, the observance was renamed Youth Art Month and expanded to include 
secondary school students.  The Crayon, Water Color & Craft Institute later became the Art 
& Creative Materials Institute (ACMI).  In 1984, ACMI created the Council for Art Education 
and assigned its members the task of overseeing the annual observation of Youth Art 
Month.  Each year activities are planned on a national, state, and local level to promote 
interest in art among children of all ages. 
 
 
10.  American Red Cross Month 
The American Red Cross was founded by Clara Barton in 1881.  Its purpose remains to 
assist people around the world during times of crisis, such as earthquakes, floods, 
hurricanes, fires, and other natural disasters.  The Red Cross also prepares and equips 
ordinary individuals to help when there is a health emergency by providing training in CPR 
and First Aid.  In addition, it plays a vital role in maintaining our nation’s blood supply by 
coordinating and receiving donations.   The organization is dependent upon volunteers and 
contributions.  Originally, they conducted several major annual fund raisers.  During World 
War II, Red Cross representatives and then honorary chairman President Franklin 
Roosevelt made a decision to conduct only one annual fund raising campaign. The whole 
month of March was declared “Red Cross Month” for the first time in 1943.  This tradition 
continues today and highlights the hard work, dedication, and sacrificial giving of all Red 
Cross workers, donors, and volunteers. 
 



 

Name ____________________                              1.  Dr. Seuss's Birthday – March 2, 1904 

 
 
 
 

        What's for Breakfast? 
 
 
 "Good morning.  It's time to wake up," said Timmy's mom as she gently tousled 
his hair. 
 Timmy sat up in his bed, rubbed his sleepy eyes, and said, "I'm hungry.  What's 
for breakfast?" 
 "What would you like?" asked his mom. 
 Timmy grinned and answered, "Green eggs and ham just like those we read 
about at the library yesterday.  Remember?" 
 Timmy's mom had taken him to a very special event at their local library, 
celebrating National Read Across America Day.  It's held each year on the birthday of 
Theodor Seuss Geisel, who is more commonly known as Dr. Seuss, a beloved author 
and illustrator of children's books.  The librarian read aloud their favorite Dr. Seuss 
stories, and then the children enjoyed birthday cake and ice cream. 
 "I'm afraid only Dr. Seuss knows how to make green eggs and ham," said 
Timmy's mom.  "Will good old yellow eggs be alright instead?" 
 "Sounds yummy," said Timmy.  He gave his mom a big hug and followed her to 
the kitchen. 

 
***************************************************************************************** 
 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                        WORD BANK 
 
1.  Timmy's mom told him it was time to _______________ up.           favorite  

 
2.  Timmy told his mom he was _______________.              wake 
 
3.  Timmy asked his mom to make _______________ eggs and ham.                hungry 
                           
4.  Timmy and his mom went to a special event at the ______________.             Read                                          
              
5.  The event was for National _______________ Across America Day.            Dr. Seuss                
 
6.  Read Across America Day is held on the birthday of _____________.             green 
                               
7.  Dr. Seuss is a children's book ______________ and illustrator.           library 
 
8.  The librarian read their _______________ Dr. Seuss stories aloud.              author 
 



Name ____________________                                  2.  March is Music in Our Schools Month 

 
 
 
 

          Janie's Joyful Noise 
 
 
 
 Miss Marshall tapped on her desk to get the attention of her second grade 
students.  "March is Music in Our Schools Month," she told them.  "To celebrate, we are 
going to use our classroom instruments and play a little concert for your parents at the 
end of the month." 
 Hearing this, the children became very excited and started chattering about which 
instruments they would like to play.  Miss Marshall noticed a single hand raised at the 
back of her classroom.  It belonged to Janie, a quiet little girl who seldom spoke in front 
of the other children. 
 "May I please play the cymbals?" she asked shyly. 
 "I think that would be wonderful," said Miss Marshall, and Janie smiled. 
 The children practiced, and concert time arrived.  They were all nervous.  The 
classroom filled with parents and friends.  Janie was especially excited.  The concert 
was going well, and finally the time came for Janie to play her part.  Holding her cymbals 
proudly, she clanged them together with a thundering crash. Startled, many in the 
audience jumped in their seats, and some started to giggle.  Janie blushed, lowered her 
cymbals, and looked timidly at her teacher. Miss Marshall smiled and nodded in 
enthusiastic approval.  Confidence restored, Janie raised her cymbals high and played 
the rest of the concert with her classmates.  The parents loved it, and Miss Marshall was 
very pleased with her students. 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
 
1.  Miss Marshall teaches ____________________ grade. 
                                             (first, third, second) 
 

2.  Her class is going to celebrate Music in Our ___________________ Month. 
                                                                       (Homes, Schools, Community) 
 

3.  Janie is a shy little girl who asked if she could play the ____________________. 
                                                                                             (cymbals, bells, drums) 
 

4.  When it was time for Janie's part, she ____________________ her cymbals together. 
                                                               (dropped, clanged, rubbed)  
 

5.  Miss Marshall was ____________________ with her students' performance. 
                                  (pleased, unhappy, bored) 



Name ____________________                   3.  Alexander Graham Bell’s Birthday – March 3, 1847 

 
 
 

        Phone Folly 
 
  
 Kara is a teenager with a mischievous little brother named Randall.  Randall 
likes to play tricks on his big sister.  Today, Kara is frantically looking for her cell 
phone.  She talks and sends text messages to her friends on that phone all the 
time, so its disappearance is driving her crazy.  Randall finds this amusing.  
 Finally, Kara hears her phone’s ring tone coming from Randall’s bedroom.  
She follows the sound, and it leads to Randall’s bed where she finds her phone 
stuffed beneath his pillow.  “Randall!” she shouts as she bounds from his room.  
Randall takes refuge in the bathroom.  Kara pounds on the door.  “Come out of 
there, you little sneak!” 
 Just then, their mother arrives home from the grocery store.  She sighs 
because her children are at it again.  “Both of you…come in here this instant,” she 
demands from the kitchen. 
 “Mom, Randall took my phone.” 
 “Did not.” 
 “Oh, how I wish Alexander Graham Bell had never invented the telephone,” 
says their mother with an even bigger sigh. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 

 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or false.  
Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  This story is about Kara and her mischievous little sister.   

    O True  O False 

 
2.  Today, Kara is frantically looking for her cell phone. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  Finally, Kara hears her phone ringing in Randall’s bedroom. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  Kara's and Randall’s mom is happy to come home and find them fighting again. 

    O True  O False 
 

5.  Alexander Graham Bell invented the telephone. 

    O True  O False 

 



Name ____________________                                        4.  National Anthem Day – March 3 

 
 

         
                                 Dad’s Little Patriot 
 
 
 Carson went to his very first professional baseball game with his dad.  He 
was excited as the seats filled with laughing, cheering fans.  He saw food vendors 
winding through the stadium selling hot dogs and popcorn.  He watched the 
players warm up out on the field and couldn’t wait for the game to begin.  
Suddenly, over the loud speaker, Carson heard the announcer ask the audience 
to stand for the singing of The Star-Spangled Banner. 
 “What’s that, Dad?” Carson asked. 
 “It’s our country’s national anthem,” his father explained.  “It’s a song about 
our United States flag that was written long ago when our country was fighting a 
war with Great Britain.  The song writer was in a ship offshore and woke in the 
morning to see the flag still waving after a fierce battle.  He was glad, and it 
inspired him to compose The Star-Spangled Banner.  Now, it’s a symbol of our 
national pride, and that is why we stand out of respect while it is sung.” 
 Standing tall with the rest of the fans, Carson placed his hand over his heart. 
He looked up to see his father smiling and doing the same thing. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 

1.  In the story, Carson attended his first professional ___________ game. 
           soccer        baseball 
       hockey              football 
 
2.  How did Carson feel about being at this game? 
           afraid       excited 
       nervous         bored 
 
3.  Before the game, the ___________ asked the fans to rise for the singing of   
The Star-Spangled Banner. 
           team captain               umpire 
       announcer          pitcher 
  
4.  The Star-Spangled Banner is our country’s national __________. 
           bird       anthem 
       pledge              story 
 
5.  During the national anthem, Carson placed his hand over his __________. 
           mouth                                   eyes 
       heart                                        ears 



Name ____________________                                           5.  March is National Peanut Month 

 
 
 

         A Party for the Peanut 
 
  
 Erika’s class had been studying all about peanuts, their nutritional value, and their 
many uses.  They learned that Dr. George Washington Carver researched and developed 
more than 300 uses for peanuts in the early 1900s, and for this he is considered “The 
Father of the Peanut Industry.”  Eating peanuts gives our bodies good things like protein, 
vitamins, and minerals. 
 Erika’s teacher told the class that March is National Peanut Month and asked her 
students how they would like to celebrate this special time. 
 “Oh, I know,” said Erika.  “Let’s have a party for the peanut.  Each of us can bring a 
different food or snack made with peanuts.  Maybe someone can even bring a blender to 
school, and we can make our own peanut butter right here in the classroom.”  Erika could 
see the other students smiling and nodding in agreement. 
 “That is a very good idea, Erika,” said her teacher.  “I appoint you to be the chairman 
of the planning committee.  Just tell us what we need to do.”  Erika blushed a little at this 
surprise announcement but felt very proud and decided she would try to plan the best 
peanut party ever. 

 
******************************************************************************************* 

1.  What food had Erika’s class been studying in this story?   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
2.  Who is considered “The Father of the Peanut Industry?”   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3.  How many uses for peanuts were developed by Dr. George Washington Carver?   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
4.  What did Erika suggest her class do to celebrate National Peanut Month?  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
5.  Who did Erika’s teacher announce would be the party committee chairman?   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Name ____________________                                        6. Cotton Gin Patent – March 14, 1794 

 
 
 

         
   Jacob’s New Shirt 
 
 
 
 
 Jacob’s mother took him shopping for new school clothes.  He had grown so 
much over the summer that few of his old pants and shirts fit anymore.  Jacob wasn’t 
thrilled about shopping, however, and after two hours and four stores, he was pretty 
bored and ready to go home.  Suddenly, he noticed the coolest shirt he had ever 
seen.  It was a handsome, cowboy shirt.  He found one his size, and when he tried it 
on, it fit perfectly.  Jacob asked the store clerk if he could keep the shirt on and wear 
it home after his mother paid for it.  She smiled and said that would be alright. 
 Jacob’s new shirt was made of soft cotton.  Cotton has been grown in this 
country for over 200 years.  At first, the seeds had to be removed by hand before the 
cotton could be spun into cloth.  This was a tedious process and took a lot of time.  
Finally, a man named Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin, a machine that could do 
the job of seed removal much faster.  This greatly increased cotton production in the 
United States.  Whitney received a U.S. patent for his invention on March 14, 1794. 
 Jacob may not have known how his cotton cowboy shirt came to be.  He was 
just awfully glad it did. 
 
************************************************************************************************ 

 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the   
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  Jacob was going shopping for new __________.   a.  cowboy 

 

_____  2..  How did Jacob feel after two hours of shopping?   b.  school clothes 

 

_____  3.  Jacob found a cool __________ shirt that he really liked.  c.  cotton 

 

_____  4.  What type of cloth was the cowboy shirt made from?  d.  Eli Whitney 

 

_____  5.  Who invented the cotton gin and got a patent for it in 1794? e.  bored 

 
 



Name ____________________                                                7. St. Patrick’s Day – March 17 

 
 
 

 The Green Parade       

 
 
 
 Erin is Irish and lives in the big city of Chicago.  Her mother’s parents grew up 
in Ireland and came to the United States shortly after they got married.  Erin’s family 
is very proud of its Irish heritage.  Each year her grandparents go downtown to 
watch the big Chicago St. Patrick’s Day parade.  This year for the first time, they 
invited Erin to go with them.  She was so excited that she could hardly sleep the 
night before. 
 They arrived at the parade site and found a great place to stand where Erin 
could see everything.  There were marching bands, decorated cars, beautiful floats, 
flags, banners, and much more. 
 Erin was very curious about something.  “Why is everyone wearing green?” 
she asked her grandfather.  He explained that the green shamrock is Ireland’s 
national emblem and that much of Ireland’s countryside is green and lovely because 
of its plentiful rainfall.  So, wearing green on St. Patrick’s Day has become a popular 
tradition.  Erin liked the green very much. 
 “Can we come to the green parade again next year?” she asked. 
 “I think that can be arranged,” her grandfather said with smile. 
 
************************************************************************************************ 

1.  Erin lives in what city? 
           New York               Chicago 
       Paris              Rome 
 
2.  Erin’s grandparents grew up in what country? 
           Ireland       France 
       Canada         Mexico 
 
3.  In the story, Erin was invited to go to the _______________ parade. 
           4th of July                   Christmas Day 
       Thanksgiving Day      St. Patrick’s Day 
  
4.  Erin noticed that many people were wearing the color _______________. 
           blue       red 
       green              yellow 
 
5.  The _______________ is Ireland’s national emblem. 
           evergreen tree                      shamrock 
       rose                                        oak tree 



Name ____________________                             8. Swallows Return to Capistrano – March 19 

 
 
 
 

 Swallow on a Mission                 

 
 
 Sammy swallow was on his first scouting mission.  He and several other swallows 
were sent ahead of the flock to make sure it was safe for them to return to the San Juan 
Capistrano Mission in California, where the birds annually nest and feed during the 
spring and summer months. 

Sammy was excited and getting impatient.  “Where are they?” he asked. 
 “Don’t worry; it’s March 19th; they’ll be here,” assured one of the more experienced 
scouts. 
 Finally, in the distance, Sammy spied the other swallows approaching.  He could 
hardly contain his enthusiasm and flew out to greet them. 
 As the energetic, little birds arrived, they quickly began rebuilding their mud nests 
on the ruins of the old stone church and on other buildings throughout the Capistrano 
Valley.  Centuries ago, the padres at the mission first noticed this migration pattern of the 
swallows.  Today, the mission and its valley remain a good destination for the hungry 
birds because there is an abundance of insects for them to eat. 
 Sammy was proud to have served as a scout this year and just knew it was going 
to be a great summer. 

 
********************************************************************************************* 
 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or  
  false.  Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 
1.  A swallow is a small, energetic bird.   
    O True  O False 
 
2.  In the story, Sammy swallow was on his tenth mission as a scout. 
    O True  O False 
 
3.  Sammy was watching for the other swallows to return to the San Juan 
Capistrano Mission in California. 
    O True  O False 
 
4.  The swallows return each year on March 19th to nest and feed for the summer. 
    O True  O False 
 
5.  The birds have trouble finding enough to eat in the Capistrano Valley. 
    O True  O False 



 

Name ____________________                                                9. March is Youth Art Month 
 
 
 

 Artists in Bloom        

 
 
 
 Miss Bennett teaches art for children in grades three through six in the after school 
program at the local community center.  For the past two weeks, her students have been 
busy painting pictures to display at City Hall during the month of March in honor of Youth 
Art Month. 

The children chose spring flowers as the theme for their artwork this year.  Miss 
Bennett asked them to do a little research on flowers, select their favorite one, and then 
paint a picture of it.  On the final day of preparation, she strolled around the art room, 
watching her students put the finishing touches on their paintings.  Her students had 
covered their canvasses with brilliantly colored floral designs.  Some of the paintings 
looked so real, she thought she could almost smell the flowers.  Suddenly, Miss Bennett 
felt a swell of gladness and pride.  She walked to the front of the room, clasped her 
hands together, and told the children what a wonderful job they had done.  Then she 
reminded them to come see their artwork on display at City Hall, beginning next week. 

As Miss Bennett excitedly hung her students’ paintings for the Youth Art Month 
display, she was also busy trying to think of just the right banner title to give the show.  
Finally, inspired by the feast of flowers covering the wall before her, she chose “Artists in 
Bloom” for that is exactly what her young students were. 

 
********************************************************************************************* 
 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                              WORD BANK 
 
1.  March is Youth _______________ Month                                                   Bloom  

 
2.  Miss Bennett’s students will have a display at __________________.                   Art 
 
3.  The children chose ________________ as the theme for their art.                   Miss Bennett 
             
4.  Miss Bennett asked her students to _____________ their favorite flower.              proud         
              
5.  When Miss Bennett looked at her students’ work, she was ___________.   next week                                    
 
6.  She reminded her students to visit their display ____________________.             paint 
                               
7.  _________________________ hung the students’ paintings at City Hall.       spring flowers       
 
8.  Miss Bennett chose to title their display “Artists in _________________.”        City Hall 

 



Name ____________________                                 10.  March is American Red Cross Month 
 
 
 

 A Little Help from a Friend        

 
 
 Oscar stood on the street with his family and their neighbors, watching the 
flood water seep into their homes.  It had been raining for days, and the small river 
in their town had finally overflowed its banks.   The rain was really just a sprinkle 
now, but the damage had already been done.  People seemed sad and confused.  
How would they clean up the mess?  Where would they begin?  Who would help 
them?  The answer came as American Red Cross volunteers began arriving in 
pickup trucks filled with warm blankets, food supplies, and first aid kits.  Oscar saw 
the look of relief on his parents’ faces and started to believe that everything was 
going to be alright after all.  Though the volunteers were strangers to him and his 
neighbors, they behaved like caring friends.  It made this difficult time a little easier 
to bear. 
 March is American Red Cross Month.  The celebration honors a volunteer 
organization with global outreach founded by Clara Barton in 1881.  Red Cross 
volunteers assist in times of disaster, such as earthquakes, floods, hurricanes, 
and fires.  Their helping hands make a positive difference in the lives of disaster 
victims like Oscar and his family. 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
 

1.  What disaster is Oscar’s family facing? 
           fire        flood 
       hurricane          earthquake 
 
2.  In the story, how do Oscar and his neighbors feel about the flood damage? 
           sad and confused      excited 
       happy                   enthusiastic 
 
3.  Volunteers from __________ arrive at the disaster scene to help the victims. 
           City Hall                 church 
       school                    The American Red Cross 
  
4.  __________ is American Red Cross Month. 
           September       March 
       April               January 
 
5.  The American Red Cross was founded by __________ in 1881. 
           Clara Barton                         Abraham Lincoln 
       Betsy Ross                           George Washington      



 
 
 
 
 

APRIL – BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 
 
1.  Will Keith Kellogg 
Will Keith Kellogg was born on April 7, 1860, in Battle Creek, Michigan.  He never received 
a formal education beyond the sixth grade but through hard work and determination built a 
hugely successful cereal empire.  He founded the Kellogg Company at the age of 46.  
Kellogg started his work life as a stock boy in the hospital where his older brother, John 
Harvey Kellogg, was physician-in-chief.  Gradually, Will was given more responsibility at the 
hospital.  Together, he and his brother conducted extensive research aimed at improving 
the vegetarian diet of the hospital’s patients.  The wheat flake was actually discovered by 
accident but soon became a favorite of the patients, and many requested it be sent to them 
even after they were released from care.  Thus, the Kellogg cereal company got its start.  
Though Will Kellogg amassed much wealth, he lived a modest life and gave much of his 
money to charitable organizations.  He is probably best known for his invention of Kellogg’s 
Cornflakes. 
 
 
2.  National Garden Month 
National Garden Month is the creation of the National Gardening Association (NGA) and is 
celebrated in April each year.  For over 35 years, the NGA has sought to sustain and 
promote the essential connection between people, plants, and the environment.  The 
organization is a non-profit leader in plant-based education and endeavors to make free 
materials available to schools and communities.  Research has shown that nurturing plants 
is good for people, improving attitudes toward health and nutrition, helping kids perform 
better in school, and even fostering an increase in community spirit.  The many and varied 
activities planned for National Garden Month each April offer schools the perfect opportunity 
to educate students about the value of plants and the beauty, fun, and health benefits of 
gardening. 
 
 
3.  Wilbur Wright  
Wilbur Wright was born on April 16, 1867, in Millville, Indiana.  He and his brother Orville 
were fascinated with the idea of flight.  Their interest was first sparked when they received 
the gift of a toy helicopter-like top from their father.  Wilbur began to voraciously read 
everything he could about aviation.  After much trial and error, the Wright brothers created 
their “flying machine” and made history with the first ever, heavier than air, manned, 
powered flight in 1903.  Their initial achievement was doubted and undermined, however.  
The brothers persisted and persevered, in spite of opposition, and eventually were able to 
win over both the public and the bureaucrats.  In 1908 and 1909, Wilbur became quite a 
celebrity, thrilling audiences abroad and at home with his fantastic flights.  Wilbur Wright 
died of typhoid fever in 1912 at the age of 45.  His life may have been relatively short, but it 
was filled with achievements in flight and many other things, as well.  In 1965, he was 
selected for the Hall of Fame for Great Americans . 
 
 

http://www.bcc.cuny.edu/HallofFame/halloffame.htm


4.  Noah Webster’s First American Dictionary  
Noah Webster published his landmark American Dictionary of the English Language on 
April 21, 1828.  He was born on October 16, 1758, in West Hartford, Connecticut.  After 
attending Yale University, Webster studied law and became a lexicographer and prolific 
writer.  Webster did not care much for the American schools of his day.  The classrooms 
were overcrowded with children of multiple grade levels, and sometimes there were no 
desks.  In his opinion, the books were inferior, and the teachers were inadequately trained.  
While serving as a teacher in New York, he began his life-long quest to advance a 
distinctively American style of education.  He believed Americans should learn from 
American books.  To that end, in 1783, he wrote his own textbook, A Grammatical Institute 
of the English Language.  In addition, he created the American Spelling Book, which most 
people called the “Blue-Backed Speller” because of its blue cover.  Years later, Webster 
developed his famed dictionary which taught children how to read, spell, and pronounce 
words.  It was perhaps the most popular American book of its time.  The guiding principle of 
Webster’s lexicography was that spelling, grammar, and usage should be based on the 
living, spoken language.  He sought to establish the dignity and vitality of American English.  
In 1821, Webster co-founded Amherst College.  George and Charles Merriam purchased 
the rights to Webster’s dictionary from his estate, and their firm developed the Merriam-
Webster dictionary series. 
 
 
5.  Earth Day 
Earth Day is observed on April 22nd of each year.  It was founded by United States Senator 
and environmental activist Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin in 1970 for the purpose of inspiring 
awareness and appreciation of Earth’s natural environment.  Dennis Hayes, a Harvard 
graduate, was the coordinator of the first Earth Day in 1970, and the focus was the United 
States.  However, an organization founded by Mr. Hayes expanded the observance to an 
international level in 1990.  That year they sponsored events in 141 nations.  Today, Earth 
Day is coordinated globally by the non-profit Earth Day Network and is celebrated in over 
175 countries.  Early success of Earth Day is largely attributed to an environmental grass-
roots movement.  Individuals alarmed by pollution, deforestation, destruction of wildlife, and 
similar concerns rallied around the effort and it grew in popularity…a popularity that has not 
waned but grown with each passing year since the celebration’s inception.  Annually, 
schools, communities, businesses, and organizations around the world host events 
promoting the idea that each of us must accept personal responsibility for our role in the 
preservation and protection of our natural resources and our environment. 
 
 
6.  Mathematics Awareness Month 
Mathematics Awareness Month is observed in April each year and is sponsored by the Joint 
Policy Board for Mathematics.  The purpose of the observance is to emphasize the vital role 
mathematics plays in all areas of our daily lives and to highlight new developments and 
applications.  The Joint Policy Board for Mathematics is an organization comprised of 
members from the American Mathematical Society (AMS), the American Statistical 
Association (ASA), the Mathematical Association of America (MAA), and the Society for 
Industrial and Applied Mathematics (SIAM).  Mathematics Awareness Month provides math 
departments and institutions an annual forum for promoting awareness of the fun and 
beauty of mathematics.  Lectures, contests, and special events are planned each year.   
 
 
 
 



7.  National Poetry Month 
Inspired by the success of Black History Month in February and Women’s History Month in 
March, The Academy of American Poets took action in 1995.  They convened a group of 
publishers, booksellers, librarians, literary organizations, poets, and teachers to discuss the 
possibility of creating a similar month-long celebration of poetry.  After deciding that the idea 
had more than enough merit, the Academy held its first National Poetry Month in 1996.  
Each year publishers, booksellers, teachers, librarians, etc. promote poetry by releasing 
new publications, teaching poetry units, hosting poetry readings, and other such events.  In 
a proclamation issued on April 1, 1996, President Bill Clinton declared: "National Poetry 
Month offers us a welcome opportunity to celebrate not only the unsurpassed body of 
literature produced by our poets in the past, but also the vitality and diversity of voices 
reflected in the works of today's American poetry….Their creativity and wealth of language 
enrich our culture and inspire a new generation of Americans to learn the power of reading 
and writing at its best." 
 
 
8.  World Penguin Day 
World Penguin Day is celebrated on April 25th each year.  This is the time of year when the 
Adelie penguins in the Antarctic begin their annual migration.  They start migrating in the 
Antarctic fall season and don’t return to their colonies until spring.  In synchronized fashion, 
the Adelies dive into the freezing cold waters and swim north for only a few hundred miles.  
Penguins are unique in that they are the only migratory birds who swim rather than fly.  
They stay among icebergs that are floating about the area and feast on krill and other 
penguin delights.  While the Adelies don’t really travel very far, it is imperative that they go 
because the days in Antarctica get darker during this time of year.  Since these penguins 
don’t see well in the dark, they need to go north to hunt for food, or they would starve.  
During their time of migration, they appear to have a grand time and not take life too 
seriously, according to penguin watchers.  The birds mostly just bob playfully around in the 
ocean and rest on the icebergs until time to return to their homes in Antarctica.  World 
Penguin Day gives people an opportunity to learn more about these interesting and 
entertaining creatures. 
 
 
9.  Dr. Charles Richter 
Dr. Charles Richter was born on April 26, 1900.  In 1935, he developed the Richter scale, 
which is a system of measurement used to quantify the magnitude of earthquakes on 
seismographs.  He was assisted by Beno Gutenberg.  Both gentlemen were affiliated with 
the California Institute of Technology.  The scale was originally intended for use in a 
particular area of California, but is now used to measure earthquakes globally.  Richter’s 
purpose for creating the scale was to separate the vast number of small earthquakes from 
the less frequent large earthquakes that were happening in the area at that time.  The scale 
measures the total amount of energy released by an earthquake.  Its values range from 
zero to nine, and each increase of one represents a ten-fold increase in energy.  Tracking 
the occurrences of earthquakes allows for the observance of patterns, and it is hoped that 
these patterns will make it possible to predict the location and intensity of future quakes, 
thereby enabling area residents to be better prepared. 
 
 
10.  Arbor Day 
Arbor Day is celebrated on the last Friday of April each year.  In Latin arbor means tree.  So, 
Arbor Day is a perfect time to recognize the beauty, usefulness, and importance of trees in 
our global ecology.  The holiday was founded by J. Sterling Morton.  He was a pioneer who 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Clinton


moved from Detroit, Michigan, to the Nebraska Territory in 1854.  He and his wife loved 
nature and quickly planted trees, shrubs, and flowers around their new home.  Morton was 
also a journalist and used his position at the newspaper to communicate his love of nature.  
He shared educational information about trees and encouraged others to plant them.  In 
January of 1872, he proposed to the Nebraska State Board of Agriculture the idea of a tree-
planting holiday to be called Arbor Day.  They were supportive of the idea, and the very first 
Arbor Day was celebrated on April 10, 1872, in Nebraska City, Nebraska.  Prizes were 
offered to communities and/or individuals who properly planted the largest number of trees.  
It is estimated that one million trees were planted on that first Arbor Day.  The tradition 
continues in the United States today and has even spread to other countries.  Annually, 
many special tree planting events are scheduled, and school children learn about the 
wonder and value of trees.    
 



Name ____________________                      1.  Will Keith Kellogg's Birthday - April 7, 1860 

 
 
 
 
 

             Is a Cornflake a Vegetable?  
 
  

Michael was very hungry for dinner.  He could smell something delicious, 
so he walked into the kitchen to see what his mother was cooking.  She told 
him they were having baked chicken and mashed potatoes.  She hadn't yet 
decided on a vegetable, so she asked Michael if he would like to choose. 
 Michael thought for a minute, and then he spied a box of Kellogg's 
Cornflakes sitting on the kitchen counter and made a decision.   "I want 
cornflakes," he said. 
 "Cornflakes are not a dinner vegetable," his mother replied with a 
chuckle.  "They are made from ground up corn.  Corn is a grain, like wheat or 
oats, and that's why the Kellogg's Company uses it to make cereal," she 
explained.  "We'll save the cornflakes for breakfast in the morning.  Okay?" 
 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
  
1.  Michael was very hungry for _______________. 
           a snack        lunch 
       dinner              breakfast 
 
2.  He walked into the kitchen to see what his ______________ was cooking. 
           grandmother       aunt 
       sister                   mother 
 
3.  What part of dinner did Michael's mother ask him to choose? 
           the vegetable               the bread   
       the meat          the dessert 
  
4.  What did Michael say he wanted for the dinner vegetable? 
           green beans      carrots 
       cornflakes           broccoli 
 
5.  Mom explained that corn is a _______________ and that is why it is used 
by the Kellogg's Company to make cereal. 
           flower                                    fruit 
       juice                                      grain 
   
 



Name ____________________                                    2.  April is National Garden Month 
 

 

                                            Meet the Beans 
  

Reporter:  We’re here today with the Bean Family to discuss 
National Garden Month.  The Beans are well-known in the 
community for growing a huge garden and sharing it with their 
neighbors.  Today, they are hosting a garden party, and it looks like 

quite a celebration.  Oh, here is Mr. Fava Bean now.  He’s the father of the family.  
Mr. Bean, could you please introduce your family members to our viewing 
audience? 
 
Fava Bean:  Certainly.  This is my wife Edamame, and this is my oldest son Navy, 
who is on leave from the military.  Here are my other three sons Pinto, Red, and 
Runner.  We call him Red because of his bright red hair, as you can see.  Runner 
is quite the track star, and Pinto just loves horses.  Oh, and here are my sweet 
little girls Lima, Lupini, and Lentil.  They are triplets.  Aren’t they adorable? 
 
Reporter:  That is quite a family you have, Mr. Bean.  Who is the gentleman just 
now arriving and with quite a fanfare? 
 
Fava Bean:  Oh, that is my Uncle, The Great Garbanzo.  He does an amazing 
magic act, and he will be the entertainment for this afternoon.  It looks like the 
party is getting ready to start.  I’d better be going. 
 
Reporter:  Thank you, Mr. Bean.  Well, ladies and gentlemen, there you have it – 
the Bean Family.  They are quite a bunch.  Happy National Garden Month, 
everyone. 
 
***************************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  The Beans are celebrating National ______ Month. a.  Fava Bean 

 

_____  2.  What are the Beans well-known for?    b.  a magic act 

 

_____  3.  Who is the father of the Bean Family?   c.  Garden 

 

_____  4.  How many children do Mr. and Mrs. Bean have?  d.  their huge garden 

 

_____  5.  What will Uncle Garbanzo do at the party?   e.  seven 



Name ____________________                         3.  Wilbur Wright's Birthday - April 16, 1867 

 
 
 
 
 

 Flying is Fun                                        

           
 
 Marco had never flown on an airplane before.  He was very nervous as 
he rolled his suitcase toward the departing gate.  A very nice lady checked his 
ticket and told him it was time to board.  When he and his father found their 
seats, they put on their seatbelts and waited for the plane to take off.  Marco 
clutched the armrests of his seat so tightly his knuckles turned white. 
 "How long will we be in the air?" asked Marco.   
 "About three hours," answered his father. "But don't worry, I brought 
books and games.  The time will pass quickly." 
 Marco started to relax a little when his father read him a funny story.  
Then they played card games and read some more.  Before Marco knew it, the 
flight was over, and the plane was landing.  As they walked off the plane and 
out into the airport terminal, Marco saw another boy about his age getting 
ready to board a different plane.  Marco thought the boy looked a little worried, 
and he remembered how that felt.   
 "Don't be scared," he said with a big, friendly smile.  "Flying is fun."      
 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
  
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  In the story, who was flying for the first time?  a.  very nervous 

 

_____  2..  Who was flying with Marco?     b.  Marco 

 

_____  3.  How did Marco feel about his first plane trip?  c.  books and games 

 

_____  4.  What had Marco's father brought to pass the time? d.  his father 

 

_____  5.  What did Marco say to a worried little boy he saw? e.  "Flying is fun." 

   
 
 



Name ____________________                 4.  Noah Webster's First Dictionary - April 21, 1828 

 
 
 
 
 

 Noah Knows    

  
 
  

It is not hard to imagine young Noah Webster sitting in a classroom in 
colonial America in the mid 1700s.  He must have loved words and reading 
and learning about many different things.  He was probably a very good speller 
too and won every school spelling bee. 
 Picture Noah and some of his classmates preparing for an upcoming 
spelling competition.  The teacher has given them a list of words to learn.  
Some of them are unfamiliar and difficult to pronounce.  One student is really 
struggling and leans over to ask the boy next to him what one of the words 
means.  After puzzling over the word for a moment, the boy says, "I don't 
know.  Ask Noah.  He knows.  He knows all the words." 
 Even though this little story is imagined, it may not be too farfetched.  
After all, Noah Webster did grow up to be a teacher.  He even wrote an English 
language textbook and a spelling book.  He also published a dictionary.  We 
still use a version of that dictionary today.     
 
***************************************************************************************** 
  
1.  This story is about young ____________________. 
                             (John Adams, Paul Revere, Noah Webster) 
 

2.  Noah Webster grew up in ___________________. 
                                           (England, America, France) 
 

3.  In the story, Noah Webster was a good ___________________. 
                                                             (speller, singer, baseball player) 
 

4.  Noah Webster became a ___________________ when he grew up. 
                                              (farmer, teacher, doctor) 
 

5.  Noah Webster published a ___________________ that is still used today. 
                                        (dictionary, magazine, story book)   
  



Name ____________________                                                5.  Earth Day – April 22 

 
 

 

              Celebrating with Mud Pies 
 
Martha and her little brother Billy sat in the middle of a 
thick and gooey mud puddle in their back yard – a 
puddle they had made all by themselves.  Suddenly, 
their mother looked out the kitchen window and 
discovered what her darling children were up to.  She 
raced out the back door. 

 "What are the two of you doing?" she asked, rather alarmed. 
 "We're celebrating Earth Day," Martha replied.  "I learned all about it at 
school last week.  Earth is another word for dirt, isn't it?  So, I thought we could 
use some dirt to make mud pies for a pretend Earth Day party." 
 Martha’s mother began to laugh.  Even though her children were a huge 
mess and clean up would be a challenge, she decided the scene was really quite 
amusing.  She went on to explain that Earth Day is about making people aware of 
how important it is to take good care of our planet and not really about playing in 
the dirt.  "Now, let's get you washed up," she said. 

 
***************************************************************************************** 
1.  What had Martha and Billy made in their back yard?   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2.  Who saw Martha and Billy from the kitchen window? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3.  When their mother went outside to investigate, what did she find them doing?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
4.  Why did Martha and Billy's mother begin to laugh?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

5.  Do you think the children will get into trouble for making the mud pies?  Why or 
     why not?   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Name ____________________                           6.  April is Mathematics Awareness Month 

 
 
 
 
 

 Making Math Fun   

 
  
 

Charlotte is in the fourth grade.  She used to think math was a very 
boring subject until this year.  Her teacher, Miss Morgan, created a 
Mathematics Learning Center in their classroom.  It is filled with blocks, games, 
puzzles, flash cards, and many other things that the students can use together 
or individually to develop their math skills.  There are even several computers 
in the center with math games and activities.  Most of the students like this 
center the best and want to spend time in it each day. 
 Miss Morgan told the class that April is Mathematics Awareness Month, 
and she plans to put a bunch of new activities in the center.  The students will 
even get to create some of their own math puzzles and games next week.  
Charlotte cannot wait to see the new stuff in the mathematics center.  She also 
cannot imagine why she ever thought math was boring.   
 
***************************************************************************************** 
  
1.  Charlotte used to think _______________ was a very boring subject. 
           reading        science 
       math              history 
 
2.  Charlotte's 4th grade teacher is ______________. 
           Miss Morgan       Mr. Smith 
       Ms. Johnson          Dr. Baker 
 
3.  What did Miss Morgan put in the classroom to make learning math fun? 
           more crayons      a Mathematics Learning Center  
       new desks          a Reading Center 
  
4.  April is _______________ Awareness Month. 
           Mathematics      Reading 
       Good Health           Sports 
 
5.  How does Charlotte feel about math now that she's in the fourth grade? 
           She thinks it is fun.                       She says it is boring. 
       She finds it too hard.                    She doesn't like it at all. 
   
 



Name ____________________                                     7.  April is National Poetry Month 

 
 
 
 

 Julia's First Poem  

 
 
Julia likes to visit the public library on Saturday mornings.  Reading and 

writing have always been two of her very favorite activities.  One Saturday, she 
noticed a sign posted that really got her attention.  The library was hosting a 
poetry writing contest in honor of National Poetry Month.  Up until this time, 
Julia had mostly written simple little stories.  She had a very good imagination.  
She decided that writing a poem might be a fun, new challenge, so she 
checked out a book about poetry to learn more.  Two weeks later, Julia 
submitted her contest poem to the librarian.  The winners would be announced 
at the library the following week.  Parents, family, and friends were invited to 
attend.  To Julia, that week seemed like forever.  At last, everyone was seated 
in the library auditorium as the winners’ names were read. 

“The winner in the humorous category is Julia West,” said the librarian. 
The audience broke into applause.  Julia’s parents were very proud of 

her and clapped the loudest.  She couldn’t stop smiling as she walked to the 
front to receive her certificate.  Julia had written a poem about her silly little cat 
that does somersaults when she’s happy to see you.  She wondered if her kitty 
would understand when she showed her the poetry award that she had helped 
her win. 

 
***************************************************************************************** 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or 
false.  Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 

1.  Julia likes to visit the public library on Saturday mornings.   

    O True  O False 

 
2.  In the story, Julia saw a notice at the library about a story writing contest. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  Julia has written many poems, so she decided to enter the poetry contest. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  Julia wrote a humorous poem about her dog doing somersaults. 

    O True  O False 
 

5.  Julia’s parents were very proud of her for winning the poetry contest. 

    O True  O False 



 

Name ____________________                                      8. World Penguin Day – April 25 

 
 
 
 

 Bob's Family Vacation  

 
  

 
Bob is a young Adelie penguin who lives way down south in the 

Antarctic.  His parents have been telling him to stop playing around and get 
ready for their big trip.  It is April and time for all the penguins in the community 
to make their annual migration further north for the fall and winter seasons.  It 
gets pretty dark in Bob’s neighborhood during those months, and if they don’t 
go where there is more sunlight, they won’t be able to find food.  Penguins 
can’t see very well in the dark. 
 Suddenly, Bob noticed all his friends and his family members diving 
gracefully into the water.  It was time to go. 
 “You better jump in and join us, dear, or you’re going to be left behind, 
and you might get pretty hungry,” Bob’s mother called from the water. 
 “Coming, Mother,” Bob called back.  He ran full speed, took a flying leap 
off the iceberg, and swam gleefully to meet his family.  They had a long swim 
ahead of them, but there would be plenty of time to frolic and play during the 
next few months while they waited for their return home in the spring. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                        WORD BANK 
 
1.  Bob is an Adelie _____________________.                                Antarctic  
 
2.  Adelie Penguins live in the ______________________region.                       sunlight 
  
3.  Bob and his family are getting ready to migrate ______________.                 penguin 
            
4.  The penguins go north where there is more _______________.                      see                                     
              
5.  Penguins can’t _______________ very well in the dark.                                food       
 
6.  If they did not go north, they would have trouble finding ___________.           north 
                               
7.  The penguins jump in the water and ________________ to the north.         spring 
 
8.  In the _______________, Bob and his family will return to their home.            swim 
 

 



Name ____________________                   9. Dr. Charles Richter's Birthday – April 26, 1900 

 
 
 
 
 

 The Shaky Day  

 
  

Arthur sat on the floor in his bedroom building a tall tower with his 
wooden blocks.  He was reaching to place the final block on the top when he 
felt the room begin to shake a little.  Suddenly, his tower tumbled down, and 
the blocks scattered around him.  The room rumbled a little while longer, and 
then everything was still again.  Arthur felt afraid because he did not 
understand what happened.  Very soon his mother came into the room.  She 
could see that Arthur was frightened so she picked him up and put him in her 
lap as they sat on the edge of his bed.  She hugged him and assured him that 
everything was alright, and that made him feel safe again. 
 Arthur’s mother explained to him that their neighborhood had just 
experienced a small earthquake.  These were common in the part of the 
country where they lived, so houses were built extra strong and sturdy.  That 
way they could be safe during those bumpy times.  Later that evening, Arthur 
lay in bed waiting to fall asleep.  He remembered all his mother had told him 
about earthquakes.  This had been a shaky day, but he didn’t feel so 
frightened anymore.  
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  In the story, who was building with his blocks?  a.  afraid 

 

_____  2..  What caused Arthur’s room to start shaking?  b.  his mother 

 

_____  3.  How did the earthquake make Arthur feel?   c.  an earthquake 

 

_____  4.  Who came to Arthur’s room and made him feel safe? d.  Arthur 

 

_____  5.  How were the houses in Arthur’s area built so they e.  strong and sturdy 
                 could survive an earthquake?  

 
 



Name ____________________                                  10. Arbor Day – Last Friday of April 

 
 

                Tina's Tree 
 
Tina and her dad got up very early and drove to the home and 
garden store.  The store was having a big Arbor Day sale, and 
Tina’s dad promised to buy her a tree of her very own to plant in 
the backyard.  Arbor Day is all about trees and how important and 
beautiful they are.  Tina’s class celebrated Arbor Day at school, 

and she had been pestering her dad about getting a tree ever since.  When 
they arrived at the store, they saw a huge selection of trees in all shapes and 
sizes.  Tina began looking up and down the aisles and soon she found just the 
right one.  It was a baby oak tree standing straight and looking strong, and it 
was about the same height as Tina.  Tina tugged on her dad’s jacket sleeve.  
“That’s the one I want,” she said. 
 “Are you sure?” he asked. 
 “Yep, it’s perfect.” 
 So, they bought the tree, took it home, and planted it in the backyard, 
just like Tina’s dad had promised.   Tina’s mom wanted to take a picture, so 
she asked her to stand next to the baby oak.  “You and your little tree really are 
exactly the same height,” her mom said. 
 Tina smiled, looked at her new tree, and said, “That’s why I picked it – so 
we can grow together.” 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Tina and her _________________ drove to the home and garden store. 
                       (grandfather, dad, mom) 
 

2.  The store was having a big __________________________ sale. 
                                                (Arbor Day, Christmas, rummage) 
 

3.  Tina’s dad promised to buy her a __________________. 
                                                          (bike, soccer ball, tree) 
 

4.  Tina found a tree just her size and planted it in the ___________________. 
                                                                                     (backyard, field, garden) 
 

5.  Tina’s _______________ took a picture of Tina and her little oak tree. 
              (aunt, mom, brother)   
 
 



 
 
 

MAY – BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 
 
1.  Mother Goose Day 
Mother Goose Day is celebrated on May 1st each year.  The holiday was founded in 1987 by 
Gloria T. Delamar in conjunction with the publication of her book, Mother Goose, from 
Nursery to Literature.  Its purpose is to generate a renewed appreciation for the old nursery 
rhymes.  A variety of community and business organizations plan special Mother Goose 
events each year, especially schools and libraries.  These festivities primarily target children 
in kindergarten through primary grades, but older children and adults enjoy reminiscing 
about their favorite nursery rhymes, as well. 
 
 
2. and 3.  National Asthma and Allergy Awareness Month 
National Asthma and Allergy Awareness Month is observed in May each year because it’s a 
peak season for asthma and allergy sufferers.  It was created by the Asthma and Allergy 
Foundation of America (AAFA) and is an ideal opportunity to educate patients, family, 
friends, co-workers, and others about these health conditions.  There is no place in America 
free from allergies, and the occurrence of asthma and allergy-related illnesses is on the rise.  
For this reason, each year the AAFA asks the President of the United States to officially 
declare May as “National Asthma and Allergy Awareness Month.”  The AAFA encourages 
participation in the observance by providing educational materials and helpful tools for 
people to use in the community, in schools, at work, and at home. 
 
 
4.  Cinco de Mayo 
Cinco de Mayo is celebrated on May 5th each year primarily in the United States.  It 
commemorates the surprise victory of the outnumbered Mexican army over French forces at 
the Battle of Puebla on May 5, 1862.  At that time in its history, Mexico was battling against 
unwelcome French occupation.  The victory at Puebla served to invigorate the Mexican 
people, boosting morale and sparking a surge in patriotism and national pride. Some 
mistakenly assume that Cinco de Mayo celebrates Mexico’s declaration of independence 
from Spain, but that took place on September 15, 1810, and has nothing to do with Cinco de 
Mayo.  Mexico’s Independence Day is the nation’s most important patriotic holiday, while 
Cinco de Mayo receives relatively little attention.  It is observed widely in the United States, 
however, as a celebration of Mexican heritage and pride. 
 
 
5.  Florence Nightingale and International Nurses Day 
The daughter of wealthy British citizens, Florence Nightingale was born on May 12, 1820, in 
Florence, Italy, and was named after the city of her birth.  Nightingale believed she was 
called by God to be a nurse and entered the profession in 1844, much to the distress of her 
mother and sister who felt nursing was beneath their social status.  She first became well-
known while serving as a nurse during the Crimean War.  She tended to the soldiers and 
was dubbed “The Lady with the Lamp” because she made her rounds at night.  Nightingale 
wrote the book Notes on Nursing, which was first published in 1859.  It would later serve as 
the cornerstone for the curriculum at her Nightingale School of Nursing.   Her book also sold 
well to the general reading public and was considered a classic introduction to nursing.  



Nightingale established the first secular nursing school in the world in 1860 at St. Thomas’ 
Hospital in London.  This laid the foundation for professional nursing.  “The Nightingale 
Pledge” taken by new nurses was named in her honor, and International Nurses Day is 
celebrated around the world each year on her birthday. 
 
 
6.  Mother's Day 
Mother's Day is annually observed in the United States on the second Sunday in May.  It is 
an opportunity for people to recognize the important and positive contributions mothers 
make to society and to express appreciation for motherhood and maternal bonds.  Mother's 
Day celebrations around the world have very different origins and traditions.  However, 
many of them have been influenced by American customs associated with the holiday, such 
as giving gifts, sending cards, and gathering for family dinners with mother as the guest of 
honor.     
 
 
7.  National Bike Month 
May is National Bike Month.  This annual event is sponsored by the League of American 
Bicyclists.  The League, founded in 1880, was originally called the League of American 
Wheelmen.  Cyclists at that time were challenged by rutted roads of gravel and dirt, and 
they faced harassment from horsemen, wagon drivers, and pedestrians.  Because they 
wanted to improve riding conditions and better enjoy their sport, more than 100,000 cyclists 
from across the U.S. joined together and formed a league to advocate for paved roads.  The 
success of their efforts played a role the early development of our national highway system.  
National Bike Month is designed to increase awareness of the pleasures, practical uses, 
and health benefits of bicycling.  Annually, cycling groups across the nation plan and 
coordinate a variety of events, encouraging families, schools, organizations, and 
communities to participate. 
 
 
8.  Better Hearing and Speech Month 
Better Hearing and Speech Month is held in May of each year.  It is sponsored by the 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.  Millions of Americans have speech, 
language, and hearing disorders.  The association is committed to ensuring that they 
receive the services needed to help them communicate effectively.  To this end, an annual 
nationwide public information campaign is conducted to promote awareness about 
communication disorders and treatments that can improve the quality of life for those who 
have them.  Many resources are made available to families, schools, and communities. 
 
 
9.  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
Arthur Conan Doyle was born on May 22, 1859, in Edinburgh, Scotland.  He studied 
medicine under Dr. Joseph Bell, became a physician, and had his own practice until 1891.  
He later served as a physician during the Boer War (1899-1902).  Doyle became famous, 
however, for his creation of the fictional detective Sherlock Holmes.  It is believed that 
Doyle’s medical mentor, Dr. Bell, was the model for his keen-eyed and extremely logical 
Holmes character.  The first Sherlock Holmes tale was A Study in Scarlet and was 
published in 1887.  Over the next 40 years, Doyle published an additional 56 short stories 
and four novels that featured Sherlock Holmes and his assistant Dr. Watson.  These tales 
have been gathered into collections and are still beloved today.  Doyle became Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle when he was knighted for his medical work in the second South African War.    
 



10.  Climbing Mount Everest 
Mount Everest in the country of Nepal is the tallest mountain in the world, and there have 
been more than 4,100 recorded successful climbs to its summit.  People will pay 
professional mountain guides large sums of money to lead their climbing expeditions.  The 
country of Nepal makes a great deal of tourism revenue from the climbers, and charges 
individuals as much as $25,000 to obtain a climbing permit.  Mount Everest is not 
considered to be the most challenging mountain to climb in terms of technical difficulty, but it 
has many inherent dangers, including altitude sickness, weather, and wind.  The summit of 
Mount Everest was first reached at 11:30 a.m. on May 29, 1953, by the team of Edmund 
Hillary of New Zealand and Tenzing Norgay of Nepal.  While at the top, they took 
photographs and buried some sweets and a small cross in the snow.  Norgay and Hillary 
insisted it was completely a team effort to reach the summit, but after two years of public 
speculation and debate, Norgay revealed that Hillary’s was the first human foot to step onto 
the summit of the great Mount Everest. 
 
 
11.  Armed Forces Day and Memorial Day 
Armed Forces Day – In 1949, President Harry S. Truman proclaimed the third Saturday in 
May as “Armed Forces Day.”  Prior to that time, the three major branches of the United 
States armed forces – Army, Navy, and Air Force – held individual celebrations on three 
different days.  Armed Forces Day was created to promote unification of the branches under 
the Department of Defense and to pay tribute to all those currently serving in any division of 
the nation’s military.  A huge parade is held in New York City each year, and the armed 
forces frequently hold “open house” to acquaint the public with their facilities and to 
demonstrate some of their latest advances in technology. 
Memorial Day – Memorial Day is a tradition that honors those who lost their lives while 
serving in U.S. military.  The holiday was officially proclaimed by General John Logan, 
national commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, on May 5, 1868.  It was first 
observed on May 30, 1868, when flowers were placed on the graves of Union and 
Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery.  Originally, the tradition honored those 
who died fighting in the Civil War.  After World War II, however, the observance was 
expanded to honor Americans who died fighting in any war or military conflict.  When 
Congress passed the National Holiday Act of 1971, the last Monday in May became the 
official Memorial Day Holiday.    
 

 

 



Name ____________________                                        1.  Mother Goose Day – May 1 

 
 
 
 

                       Mom and Mother Goose 
 

Annie enjoys when her mom reads to her.  Once a week, 
they go to the library together and check out a big pile of books.  
When they get back home, Annie snuggles into her mom’s comfy 
lap, and they start reading their way through that book pile. 

During yesterday’s library visit, they discovered a table 
display all about Mother Goose Day.  There were stacks of 
books containing nursery rhymes.  Over in a cozy corner of the 
room, the librarian was reading some of the rhymes aloud to a 

small group of children.  She motioned with her hand, inviting Annie to join 
them.  Annie’s mom nodded that it was okay.  When the librarian finished her 
selection of nursery rhymes, she encouraged the children to check out books 
about Mother Goose from the display table.  Annie did just that.  She couldn’t 
wait to get home, climb into her mom’s lap, and read some more nursery 
rhymes. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  How often do Annie and her mom go to the library to check out books?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2.  During their library visit in this story, they saw a display table about whom? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3.  Who invited Annie to come and listen as she read nursery rhymes? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
4.  Did Annie follow the librarian's suggestion to check out Mother Goose books? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

5.  What was Annie anxious to do when she got home from the library?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Name ____________________                 2.  National Asthma and Allergy Awareness Month 

 
 
 
 

                       Itchy Strawberries 
 
 

Mike was invited to his friend Greg's house for ice cream 
sundaes.  It was a hot summer day, and he was really 
looking forward to eating something nice and cold.  When 
Mike arrived, he saw that Greg's mom had put all the 
sundae ingredients on the kitchen table.  There were fruits 
and nuts and candies and toppings like chocolate and 

caramel.  Mike thought it looked like an ice cream feast.  Greg's mom came 
into the kitchen and told the boys they could each build their own sundae.  
Greg grabbed a big yellow bowl and scooped some vanilla ice cream into it.  
Then he dived into the toppings and other ingredients.  Mike chose a bright 
green bowl and followed right behind him.  When Mike got to the selection of 
fruits, he told Greg he couldn't have any of those itchy strawberries.  Greg 
laughed and asked him what he meant by that.  Mike explained that whenever 
he eats strawberries, his skin breaks out in hives that itch very badly.  
Sometimes he forgets and accidentally eats something with strawberries in it, 
and then he has to take medicine to stop his allergic reaction.  Greg said he 
was sure glad he wasn't allergic to strawberries and popped a big, red, juicy 
one into his mouth. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Mike was invited to Greg's house for ____________________. 
                                                            (ice cream, supper, baseball) 
 

2.  Greg's mom put many ice cream toppings on the ____________________. 
                                                                                (floor, counter, kitchen table) 
 

3.  Greg scooped ___________________ ice cream into his big yellow bowl. 
                        (strawberry, chocolate, vanilla) 
 

4.  Mike told Greg that eating strawberries made him ____________________.  
                                                                                      (sleepy, itchy, unhappy) 
 

5.  When Mike eats strawberries, he has to take ____________________. 
                                                                          (allergy, headache, stomach)   
 



Name ____________________                 3.  National Asthma and Allergy Awareness Month 

 
 
 

 

                          Better Breathing for Ben 
 

Ben loves to play soccer, but lately he has been coughing a lot 
when he tries to run up and down the field.  He has to stop and catch 
his breath.  Sometimes, the coach takes him out of the game to sit 
and rest and get a drink of water. 
 Ben’s parents are very concerned about the cough and have 
decided to take him to the doctor.  Ben is nervous about the doctor 
visit and gets restless while waiting for his appointment.  Finally, it is 

Ben’s turn.  The doctor asks him and his parents a lot of questions.  Then he listens to 
Ben’s breathing with a stethoscope.  He lets Ben put it in his ears too, so he can hear 
his own breathing. 
 “I think I know the problem,” the doctor says.  “Ben has asthma, and that makes 
him cough when he runs.”  The doctor sees the troubled looks on the faces of Ben 
and his parents. “Not to worry,” he continues.  “There is very good medicine for 
asthma.  We’ll give Ben an inhaler and show him how to use it.  Then he should be 
able to play soccer just fine.” 

Relieved, Ben hops down from the exam table, hugs his mom, high fives his 
dad, and says with a big smile, “Well, let’s get going.  I have soccer practice today.” 

 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  What sport does Ben love to play? 
           baseball               basketball 
       soccer              tennis 
 
2.  Lately, Ben has been ____________ when he runs up and down the field. 
           crying        coughing 
       falling                   yelling 
 
3.  Ben's parents take him to the doctor because they are ____________. 
           happy                      annoyed 
       sad                   concerned 
  
4.  How does Ben feel about going to the doctor? 
           angry       sleepy 
       nervous               glad 
 
5.  The doctor says Ben coughs when he runs because he has ____________. 
           arthritis                                         the flu 
       a cold                                         asthma 



Name ____________________                                            4.  Cinco de Mayo – May 5 

 
 
 

                                                   Gemma's Dance 
 
 Gemma had such a grand time at school yesterday.  
Her fourth grade class celebrated Cinco de Mayo by hosting 
a school assembly.  Each class was invited to perform some 
kind of traditional Mexican dance or music.  Many of the 
parents got involved with making costumes, stage props, 
decorations, and even refreshments. 
 Gemma’s class chose dancing.  All the girls dressed in 

beautiful, brightly colored, flowing skirts with matching bows in their hair.  
Though the children practiced many hours, they were still a little nervous 
before the performance.  Their fears melted away when they got on stage and 
heard the wonderful music.  As Gemma danced and twirled, her skirt fanned 
out, and she felt like a lovely princess.  When she and her classmates finished 
their dance, the audience clapped approvingly.  Gemma looked out from the 
stage and saw her mother and father smiling.  She felt so happy and proud 
and wished every day could be Cinco de Mayo. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or 
false.  Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  Gemma is in the second grade.   

    O True  O False 

 
2.  Yesterday, her class celebrated Cinco de Mayo. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  Gemma's class decided to do a Mexican dance for the school assembly. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  Dancing in her beautiful, flowing skirt made Gemma uncomfortable. 

    O True  O False 
 

5.  Gemma felt proud and happy that her parents came to watch her dance. 

    O True  O False 



 

Name ____________________                 5.  Florence Nightingale's Birthday – May 12, 1820 

 
 
 
 

                         A Nurse in the House 
 
William ran to get his mom from inside the house.  His best 
friend Joshua had come over to play after school, and they 
were climbing in the lower branches of a huge oak tree in 
the backyard.  Joshua’s foot slipped, and when he fell to the 
ground, he cut his knee.  It was bleeding.  Joshua tried to 
be brave and not cry, but it did hurt quite a bit.  William told 

his friend not to be afraid because his mom is a nurse, and she would be able 
to fix it. 
 A few minutes later, William returned to the backyard with his mom.  She 
brought the family’s first aid kit along with her.  She spoke soothingly to Joshua 
as she cleaned his wound and put a bandage on it.  She even told silly jokes to 
distract him and make him laugh while she worked.  Before Joshua knew it, 
she was all finished, and his knee didn’t even really hurt anymore. 
 William’s mom decided they should call Joshua’s mom to let her know 
what happened.  As they walked in the house, Joshua told William how lucky 
he was to have a nurse living right there in his own house. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                        WORD BANK 
 
1.  William and Joshua climbed a tree in the ____________.                      quickly  

 
2.  __________ slipped and fell from the tree.                                  mom 
 
3.  William ran in the house to get his ____________.                                        backyard 
            
4.  William's mom is a ____________ and brought the first aid kit.                      knee              
              
5.  She cleaned the cut on Joshua's _________ and put a bandage on it.       silly jokes                   
 
6.  While she worked, William's mom told Joshua ____________.                        nurse 
                               
7.  Joshua was amazed at how ____________ his pain was gone.          Joshua 
 
8.  Joshua said William was __________ to have a nurse in his house.                lucky 
 

 



Name ____________________                           6.  Mother’s Day – Second Sunday in May 

 
 
 
 

                Happy Mother’s Day, Polly 
 
Allen got a new puppy for Christmas and named him 
Patches because his fur has big brown spots.  Allen 
loves his new pet and plays with him all the time.  
They go for walks together and cuddle in the big 

recliner to watch television.  At night, Allen’s mom lets Patches sleep on a dog 
bed in his room.   

Allen’s puppy came from his Uncle Bob’s farm.  Uncle Bob’s dog Polly 
had a litter of seven puppies.  When they were old enough, Allen was invited to 
the farm to choose one to keep for his very own. 

On Mother’s Day, Allen asked his mother if they could go visit Uncle Bob.  
She thought that was a good idea, so they planned to have a picnic lunch on 
the farm.  When they arrived, Allen’s mother noticed him carrying a wrapped 
package.  Polly was there barking a happy greeting.  Allen walked directly over 
to her, opened the package, and gave her its contents.  He had brought Polly a 
box full of dog biscuits.  She was Patches' mommy, and he thought Mother’s 
Day was the perfect time to thank her for letting him have Patches. 

 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  Allen got a new puppy for ____________.               a.  Patches 

 

_____  2..  Allen named his puppy ____________.             b.  Polly 

 

_____  3.  Where did Allen go to get Patches?                  c.  Christmas 

 

_____  4.  Who is the mother of Patches?                       d.  Mother’s Day 

 

_____  5.  What day did Allen choose to thank Polly for Patches?    e.  Uncle Bob's farm 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Name ____________________                                        7.  May is National Bike Month 

 
 
 

                           Ride, Carla, Ride 
 
Carla ran home after school to tell her mother all about the 
big bicycle race they were having at her school next week, 
in honor of National Bike Month.  All the students were very 
excited.  Carla’s bike would need to be cleaned up after 
sitting in the shed all winter.  It might even need new tires.  
When her father came home from work, she told him about 
the race.  He gladly agreed to help get her bike ready. 

 Race day arrived, and the weather was perfect.  The children divided into 
age groups and were given large numbers to pin on their shirts.  Carla was 
number three.  She thought that was awesome because her little brother is 
three years old, and he had come to watch the race. 
 At last, the whistle blew for Carla’s race to begin.  As she pedaled with all 
her might, she could hear her parents cheering.  When the races were 
finished, ribbons were awarded, and then there was a big picnic for all the 
students and their families.  Even though Carla did not win, she had great fun 
and hoped her school would have a bike race again next year. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
 
1.  Carla's school was having a bicycle ___________ for National Bike Month. 
                                                        (party, race, carnival) 
 

2.  Carla's _______________ agreed to help get her bike ready for the race. 
             (brother, mother, father) 
 

3.  Carla was given number _______________ to pin on her shirt for the race. 
                                             (four, three, eight) 
 

4.  Carla could hear her parents _________________ as she pedaled her bike. 
                                             (cheering, laughing, shouting) 
 

5.  Carla didn't win the race, but she still thought it was a ____________ day. 
                                                                                         (sad, fun, boring)   
 

 



Name ____________________                          8.  May is Better Hearing and Speech Month 

 
 

                    Hear the Engines Roar 
 
There were rows and rows of planes of all shapes, sizes, 
and colors.  A large crowd had gathered to examine and 
admire the planes.  This was the day of the annual air 
show.  There would soon be planes taking off from the 
runway to fly high above the spectators.  The pilots would 

make their planes perform amazing stunts, like flying upside down, spinning, 
and nose diving. 
 This would be Evan’s first air show, and he couldn’t wait for it to begin.  He 
had come with his grandfather, who had been to many air shows.  He told Allen 
how loud the planes would be as they revved up their engines and prepared to 
speed down the runway for takeoff.  He taught Evan how to cup his hands over 
his ears to protect his young hearing.  Evan's Grandfather has hearing loss and 
wears a hearing aid in each ear.  He is hoping his grandson will take really good 
care of his ears so that he will not have to do that when he gets older.  
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  In the story, what special event is Evan attending with his grandfather?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2.  Name one type of stunt the pilots will make their planes do during the air show. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3.  Evan's grandfather said the planes would be very loud when they did what? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
4.  What did Evan's grandfather teach him to do to protect his hearing at the show? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

5.  What does Evan's grandfather wear in each ear to help him hear better? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



Name ___________________________                         9.  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's Birthday – May 22, 1859 

 
 

 

                               Sister Sleuth 
 

Jordan crawled on the floor with her magnifying glass in hand.  
Her older brother smiled in amusement as he watched her curiously.  
He decided to follow quietly and secretly behind her because he 
really wanted to know what she was doing and why.  Jordan slowly 
worked her way through each room of the house.  Now and then, she 
stopped to bend low and look very intently through her magnifying 
glass at something on the floor.  She would pick it up, examine it 
closely, and then resume her mission.  
 This continued for several minutes.  Jordan’s older brother 

began to get bored and decided she was just a silly little girl.  He was about to 
abandon his pursuit, when she stopped abruptly in front of a closet door.  He noticed a 
look of triumph on her face as she opened the door to discover their younger brother 
sitting in the middle of a pile of shoes with a half eaten bag of cookies in his lap and 
crumbs all over his face.  He was startled when the light came pouring through the 
open door.  Jordan’s older brother couldn’t stop himself from chuckling.  Jordan 
jumped in surprise and turned around to see who was there.  Suddenly, all three 
siblings burst out laughing.  At last, Jordan’s older brother understood that his little 
sister sleuth had been solving a missing cookie mystery.  

 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  In the story, who is curious about what Jordan is doing? 
           her father               her older brother 
       the family dog      her neighbor 
 
2.  What does Jordan have in her hand as she moves through the house? 
           a magnifying glass      a book 
       an umbrella          a sandwich 
 
3.  Finally, Jordan stops in front of a ______________ door. 
           bedroom               garage 
       closet                   bathroom 
  
4.  When Jordan opens the closet door she spies _______________? 
           her mother      her little brother 
       the dog               a mouse 
 
5.  What was Jordan's little brother doing while hiding in the closet? 
           eating cookies                      taking a nap 
       coloring on the wall                      playing a video game 



Name ____________________             10.  First People Climb Mount Everest - May 29, 1953 

 
 
 

                                                      King of the Mountain 
 
“I’m king of the mountain!” said James. 
“No, I’m king of the mountain!” declared  Daniel.   
The two boys laughed and raced to the top of a 
huge hill in the park.  In school they had read about 
Mount Everest, the tallest mountain on Earth.  After 
that, they began imagining themselves as great 

explorers climbing to the top of the world.  They scaled every hill they found, 
and sometimes even pretended trees were mountains and climbed them too.  
They dreamed of someday traveling to the country of Nepal, where Mount 
Everest is, and joining one of the climbing expeditions.  For now, they were 
happy to make believe. 
 “Let’s roll down the hill,” suggested James.  Both boys lay on their backs 
and started to log roll down the soft and grassy side of the hill.  Over and over 
they rolled until they were dizzy at the bottom. 
 "We won't be able to do that on Mount Everest," said James, and both 
boys laughed.  

 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or 
false.  Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  In the story, James and Daniel are playing "King of the Mountain."   

    O True  O False 

 
2.  In school they read about Mount Everest, the tallest mountain on Earth. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  James and Daniel don't like the idea of being explorers and climbers. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  The boys can't roll down the hill at the park because it is too rocky. 

    O True  O False 
 

5.  James thinks he will be able to log roll down Mount Everest someday. 

    O True  O False 

 
 



Name ____________________                           11.  Armed Forces Day and Memorial Day 

 
 
 
 

                         We Salute You 
 
Three soldiers dressed in full uniform stood anxiously 
outside the classroom door.  Each of them had a child in 
the class, and they had been invited to make a surprise 
visit.  The soldiers were no longer on active duty, so they 
were able to come and share a little about their military 

experiences.  The plan was that the teacher would give the history of Armed 
Forces Day and Memorial Day, and then as soon as the students stood to 
recite the Pledge of Allegiance, the soldier dads would step into the room, walk 
to the front of the class, and stand at attention. 
 When the soldiers appeared, the eyes of their children lit up in pleasant 
surprise.  They wanted to run and hug their parents, but out of respect, they 
stood at attention until the Pledge was finished.  It was a proud moment for 
everyone.  One of the children could no longer contain his enthusiasm and 
boldly stepped forward.  He raised his hand to his forehead and said, "Thank 
you for what you did for me and for our country.  I salute you."  Then the other 
students and their teacher also raised their hands in salute.  The soldiers 
appeared honored and pleased with this spontaneous expression of gratitude. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
 Directions:  Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the 
space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  How many soldiers waited outside the classroom?  a.  surprise 

 

_____  2.  The soldiers were there to _________ the students. b.  saluted 

 

_____  3.  They walked into the room during the _____________. c.  three 

 

_____  4.  How did the students stand during the Pledge?  d.  Pledge of Allegiance 

 

_____  5.  The appreciative students ___________ the soldiers. e.  at attention 

  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

JUNE – BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 

 
1.  Frank Lloyd Wright 
Frank Lloyd Wright was born on June 8, 1867, in Richland Center, Wisconsin, and is 
regarded by many as the most influential American architect of the 20th century.  Wright 
created a distinctly American form of architecture that deviated from traditional European 
styles.  He believed that structures should be built in harmony with their surrounding natural 
environment.  He studied engineering briefly at the University of Wisconsin but soon went 
on to work for an architectural firm in Chicago.  He opened his own firm there in 1893.  
Wright built about 50 prairie houses between 1900 and 1910 and designed a wide variety of 
other structures throughout his long career.  
 
 
2.  National Fresh Fruit and Vegetables Month 
National Fresh Fruit and Vegetables Month has been celebrated during the month of June 
in the United States for years, but the exact origin of this observance is difficult to determine.  
It was probably the creation of some food or nutrition organization.  There has also never 
been an official congressional declaration or presidential proclamation establishing the 
month of June as National Fresh Fruit and Vegetables Month.  The tradition offers an 
opportunity to increase awareness of the health benefits of consuming more fruits and 
vegetables.  Farmer’s Markets across the country host events and offer specials, and many 
recipes are shared.  
 
 
3.  Jacques Cousteau 
Jacques Cousteau was born in France on June 11, 1910.  He was a French naval officer 
until an automobile accident cut short his career in naval aviation.  He went on to become 
an explorer, ecologist, scientist, inventor, researcher, photographer, filmmaker, and author.  
His fascination was the sea and all its life forms.  Cousteau developed the aqua-lung, which 
allowed divers to breathe under water, and he was an advocate for marine conservation.  In 
1950, he founded the French Oceanographic Campaigns (FOC) and leased a ship called 
Calypso.  Cousteau converted the ship into a mobile laboratory for his field research, and it 
served as his primary vessel for diving and filmmaking.  His first book, published in 1953, 
was The Silent World.  Cousteau’s extensive exploring, writing, and filming introduced 
millions of viewers around the globe to a whole new world under the sea. 
 
 
4.  National Baseball Hall of Fame 
The National Baseball Hall of Fame is located in Cooperstown, New York. It was dedicated 
on June 12, 1939.  Privately owned, it serves as a central point for the study of the history of 
baseball in the United States and features a host of artifacts and exhibits that honor persons 
who have excelled in playing, managing, and serving the sport.  The Hall’s motto is 
“Preserving History, Honoring Excellence, and Connecting Generations.”  Inductees are 
elected by either the Baseball Writers Association of America (BBWAA) or the Veterans 
Committee (former players/inductees).  The first five men elected were Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth, 
Honus Wagner, Christy Mathewson, and Walter Johnson.  As of January 2011, nearly 300 
individuals had been inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame. 



 
 
5.  National Flag Day 
In the United States, Flag Day is observed each year on June 14th.  It commemorates the 
day in 1777 when the flag of the United States was adopted by a resolution of the Second 
Continental Congress.  For many years following that resolution, various states, 
communities, and schools independently planned “Flag Day” celebrations.  Inspired by 
these traditions, President Woodrow Wilson made a proclamation on May 30, 1916, officially 
establishing an annual observance of Flag Day.  It wasn’t until August 3, 1949, however, 
that President Harry Truman signed an Act of Congress designating June 14th of each year 
as National Flag Day.  Though it is not an official federal holiday when government offices 
are closed, it is widely observed in the United States with a variety of patriotic celebrations.  
 
 
6.  Father's Day 
Father’s Day is celebrated annually on the third Sunday in June in the United States.  It 
complements Mother’s Day, which is observed in May.  Both holidays are intended to honor 
parents and give recognition to the extremely important roles they play in our society.   
 
 
7.  Sally K. Ride 
On June 18, 1983, Sally K. Ride made history as the first woman in space when she flew as 
a mission specialist aboard the Space Shuttle Challenger.  Born in Los Angeles, California, 
on May 26, 1951, Ride always had a love for science.  She earned a doctorate degree in 
Physics in 1978 and was selected as an astronaut candidate by NASA in January of that 
same year.  After one year of intense training, she became eligible to fly future Space 
Shuttle missions, her first being the one in 1983.  Following her service with NASA, Ride 
became a college Physics professor.  She had a life-long passion of encouraging girls and 
young women to pursue careers in science, math, and technology.  For this reason, she 
founded her own company, Sally Ride Science, and authored five science books for 
children.  She received numerous awards during her prestigious career and was inducted 
into the National Women’s Hall of Fame and the Astronaut Hall of Fame.   
 
 
8.  A Patent Granted for the Hula Hoop 
On June 23, 1964, Arthur Melin was granted a United States patent for the Hula Hoop.  The 
hoop is an ancient invention, however, and cannot be claimed by any modern company or 
single inventor.  Long ago the Greeks used hooping as a form of exercise.  Earlier hoops 
were made of metal, bamboo, wood, grasses, and even vines.  Today, companies use 
mostly plastic.  Hooping made its appearance in Great Britain around 1300, and homemade 
versions of the toy were very popular.  Early in the 1800s, British sailors witnessed hula 
dancing in the Hawaiian Islands.  Hooping and hula dancing look similar, and it is believed 
this is when the two terms were put together, giving us the “hula hoop” for the first time.  
Arthur Melin and Richard Knerr co-founded the Wham-O Toy Company in Melin’s garage in 
Los Angeles, California, in 1948.  They trademarked the name Hula Hoop, and the company 
became the hoop’s most successful manufacturer in modern times.  Over twenty million 
Wham-O Hula Hoops sold for just $1.98 in the first six months.  
 
 
 
 
 



9.  National Dairy Month 
The National Dairy Council recognizes June as National Dairy Month.  During this time, a 
variety of activities and promotions are planned to highlight the health benefits of dairy foods 
and raise public awareness on behalf of dairy farmers, dairy producers, and the dairy 
industry.  June as Dairy Month first entered American culture in 1937.  It started as National 
Milk Month, but the success of the program led to its expansion.  In 1939, the campaign was 
increased to include all dairy products.  In 1955, the American Dairy Association (now the 
National Dairy Council) became the lead promoter of June as National Dairy Month, 
involving communities and businesses nationwide.  The programs continue to make an 
impact and are likely responsible for the habit many Americans have of drinking milk daily 
and consuming a host of other dairy products, as well. 
 
 
10.  Johannes Gutenberg 
Johannes Gutenberg was born in Mainz, Germany, on June 23, 1400.  He is credited with 
inventing the first movable type printing process, which allowed many copies of a written 
work to be printed at one time.  Prior to his invention, manuscripts were handwritten, which 
was very laborious and time-consuming.  Gutenberg started as a goldsmith, and it is likely 
this is where he gained the skill and the idea for forming molten metal into individual 
alphabet letters and symbols.  These metal forms were set into a framework on a printing 
press, coated with ink, and pressed onto paper.  Multiple copies could then be created.  
This process revolutionized written communication in Europe and the world by making 
printed materials available to the masses.  Gutenberg first introduced his type-set printing 
process in Strassburg, Germany, in 1440.  His crowning work is considered by most to be 
the mass printing of the Bible.  Referred to as the Gutenberg Bible, it required several years 
of work, and was completed in 1455, with a first edition of about 200 copies.     



Name ____________________                      1.  Frank Lloyd Wright’s Birthday - June 8, 1867 

 
 
 

                An Architect in the Making 
 
Gerardo’s mother asked him what he wanted for 
his birthday.  Without hesitating, he told her he 
would like a new sketch pad and some pencils 
because he loves to draw.  He mostly draws 
buildings of all shapes and sizes and has kept a 

notebook of his sketches since he was three years old.  His best and favorite 
drawings cover the walls in his bedroom, and some get put on the refrigerator in 
the kitchen.  His art teacher at school considers Gerardo one of her star 
students, and his mother has agreed to enroll him in an art class at the local 
community center during the summer.  Gerardo is excited about all of this 
because he plans to study art in college and wants to be a famous architect 
someday, just like Frank Lloyd Wright. 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  What special occasion was coming soon for Gerardo? a. buildings 

 

_____  2..  What did Gerardo want for his birthday?   b. Frank Lloyd Wright 

 

_____  3.  What does Gerardo like to draw most?   c. his birthday 

 

_____  4.  Where do some of his favorite drawings go?  d. on the refrigerator 

 

_____  5.  What famous architect does Gerardo want to be like? e. sketch pad and pencils 
 



Name ____________________                        2.  National Fresh Fruit and Vegetables Month 

 
 

                                Shake it Up 
 

Lila and her father went to the farmer’s market yesterday.  
There were rows and rows of crates overflowing with fresh fruits 
and vegetables.  Lila’s father gave her a grocery bag and told 
her she could fill it with whatever she wanted.  He would fill one 
too.  Lila hardly knew where to begin.  As she walked up and 
down the rows, she asked the vendors about their produce.  

Some things she’d never seen or heard of before.  She picked a nice variety of 
fruits and vegetables to put in her grocery bag, and it got heavy in a hurry.  Finally, 
it was time to go home. 

Lila asked her father what they were going to do with all the fruits and 
vegetables from their bags.  He thought a minute then suggested they make a 
shake.  He asked her to select five different pieces of fruit while he got out the 
blender.  After washing and chopping them, he placed them in the blender.  Then 
he chose five vegetables from his bag and did the same thing.  He also added 
yogurt and honey and orange juice.  Lila gave her father a funny look.  She 
wondered how a shake could taste good with vegetables in it and no ice cream.  
He winked and assured her it would be delicious.  When the blender stopped 
whirring, he poured a small sample for Lila.  It had a funny green tint from the 
spinach and broccoli her father had chosen. Hesitatingly, she took a sip.  
Surprise…he was right!  The shake was a yummy and healthy snack. 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
 
1.  Lila went with her ________________________ to the farmer’s market. 
                                       (brother, father, friend) 
 

2.  Lila walked around the market talking to the produce _________________. 
                                                                                   (vendors, farmers, cleaners) 
 

3.  Lila’s father made a ___________________ using some of what they bought. 
                                        (cake, shake, salad) 
 

4.  He told Lila to choose five __________________ from her bag for the shake. 
                                                (candies, nuts, fruits) 
 

5.  Lila thought the green fruit and vegetable shake tasted _________________. 
                                                                                              (nasty, odd, yummy)   



Name ____________________                     3.  Jacques Cousteau’s Birthday - June 11, 1910 

 

 
                                         Jelly Toast and Jelly Fish 

 
Martin and his family went on an outing to the big city aquarium.  He 
had never been there before and couldn’t believe how many different 
sea creatures he saw in the water tanks.  He thought most of them 
were beautiful with their bright colors, but he found others kind of odd 
looking and some even scary.  He wondered if the fish get bored just 

swimming around all day. 
Martin’s favorite exhibit was the jellyfish tank.  He stood there for a very long 

time, almost mesmerized as he watched them float gracefully about.  His thoughts 
were suddenly interrupted by the voice of his little sister Margaret, who is only four 
years old. 

“These are pretty,” she said.  “What are they?” 
“They’re jellyfish,” Martin replied. 
With a very curious and puzzled look on her face, she asked, “Does the jelly 

on my toast come from jellyfish?” 
“No, silly,” said Martin.  “Jelly is made from fruit.”  He smiled at his little sister, 

took her by the hand, and together they walked to the next exhibit. 

 
******************************************************************************************* 
1.  Where did Martin and his family go for an outing?   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2.  What was Martin’s favorite exhibit?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3.  Who interrupted Martin’s thoughts as he watched the jellyfish float about?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
4.  Write something Margaret said about the jellyfish.   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

5.  Was Martin upset by his sister’s interruption?  Why do you think that?   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



 

Name ____________________              4.  National Baseball Hall of Fame Opened on June 21, 1939 

 

 

                              Not an Easy Out 
 
 Bethany overheard her older brother James and some 
neighborhood boys planning to play a game of baseball.  She 
asked if she could play.  One of the boys named Jared 
complained that she was too young and too small.  James 
looked into the pleading face of his little sister, ignored the 
whining of his friend, and agreed that Bethany could join them. 
 Bethany’s first turn at bat finally came.  She stood firmly 

planted at home plate with a determined look on her face.  James was the pitcher.  
Jared was in catching position. 
 “This will be an easy out,” Jared said with a sneer.  “Move in, guys, she can’t 
hit!” he called to his fellow teammates in the outfield. 
 Bethany lifted her bat and looked at James.  He winked and tossed the ball 
directly over home plate.  Crack!  It was a beauty of a hit, and the ball easily sailed 
deep into center field.  Completely shocked, the boys fumbled the ball several 
times, and when they finally threw it to Jared, it was too late.  Bethany sprinted 
triumphantly across home plate. 
 She turned back to look Jared squarely in the eyes.  “I am not an easy out,” 
she said.  Then she walked to the pitcher’s mound and gave her big brother a 
happy high five. 

 
**************************************************************************************** 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                        WORD BANK 
 
1.  Bethany’s brother James was planning a _________________ game.           James     
  
2.  When Bethany asked to play, _____________________ complained.         catcher  
                      
3.  Jared thought Bethany was too ________________________ to play.          baseball             
             
4.  James was the ______________________ during the baseball game.          Jared                                      
              
5.  Jared played in the position of ______________________________.         fumbling                                   
 
6.  Bethany hit the ball deep into _______________________________.          young 
                              
7.  She scored because the boys kept _____________________ the ball.          pitcher       
 
8.  After that, Bethany gave ___________________ a happy high five.           center field 



Name ____________________                                        5.  National Flag Day – June 14 

 
 

                              Wave Your Flag 
 
The people are lining the streets in eager anticipation.  It is 
National Flag Day, and the city has planned a big parade.  
Nearly everyone is holding an American flag in his or her hand.  
Many are wearing the colors red, white, and blue.  There is a 
sense of pride and excitement in the air.  The weather is perfect, 

and it just couldn’t be a better day. 
 Marshall has come with his family.  He is the youngest child, and this is 
his first parade.  His father told him to listen closely for the music of the 
marching band.  When he hears that, he will know the parade has begun, and it 
will be time to wave his American flag.  

Suddenly, Marshall’s face lights up with a huge smile.  “I hear it!  I hear 
the music!” he exclaims. 

“Wave your flag,” says his father.  “Wave your flag!” 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
 
1.  What holiday is being celebrated in this story? 
           Thanksgiving      National Flag Day 
       New Year’s Day     4th of July 
 
2.  What special event has the city planned for National Flag Day? 
           a big parade       a picnic 
       a concert          a fund raiser 
 
3.  What are most of the people holding as they wait for the parade? 
           an umbrella               a hat 
       an American flag      food 
  
4.  In the story, who is attending his first parade? 
           Marshall      Jonathan 
       Ryan               Mike 
 
5.  What does Marshall’s father tell him to do when he hears the marching band 
start to play? 
           shout                                            salute 
       sing along                            wave his flag 



Name ____________________                                6.  Father’s Day - Third Sunday in June 

 
 

                               For You, Dad 
 

Jaime wanted to think of something very special to get 
his dad for Father’s Day, but he didn’t have a lot of money to 
spend.  So, he decided to make a gift himself.  He knew his 
dad’s favorite free time activity was fishing and decided to 
make him a new fishing pole. 

First, he went into the back yard and broke off a lower 
branch from one of their trees.  He chose the straightest, sturdiest one he could 
reach.  Next, he plucked off all the leaves and sanded the branch smooth.  Then, 
he took his mom’s sewing kit from the closet and searched for some strong string.  
He cut a very long piece and tied it to the end of the branch.  The final step was to 
buy fish hooks.  He knew he had saved enough money for that and asked his mom 
to take him to the sporting goods store. 
 Jaime wrapped the fishing pole in manly paper and proudly gave it to his dad 
on Father’s Day morning.  His dad smiled, gave him a huge hug, and said it was 
exactly what he wanted.  He also said they would have to make Jaime a pole of his 
own so they could go fishing together.  Jaime liked that idea very much. 
 
********************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are 
true or false.  Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 
1.  Jaime had a lot of money to spend on his dad for Father’s Day.   

    O True  O False 
 
2.  Jaime’s dad’s favorite free time activity is fishing. 

    O True  O False 
 
3.  Jaime decided to buy his dad a fishing pole for Father’s Day. 

    O True  O False 
 
4.  Jaime’s mom took him to the store to buy fish hooks for the fishing pole. 

    O True  O False 
 
5.  Jaime’s dad seemed disappointed when he received his homemade fishing 
pole for Father’s Day. 

    O True  O False 



Name ____________________            7.  Sally K. Ride – First Woman in Space on June 18, 1983 

 
 
 

                         Little Space Woman 
 

Little Nancy found her older brother’s football 
helmet in his closet and put it on her head.  Then she 
went to the kitchen and got some aluminum foil from the 
drawer and wrapped it around her arms and legs and 
tummy.  She began jumping and walking all through the 
house in slow motion.  Nancy didn’t notice that her 
mother had been watching and smiling. 
 “What are you wearing, and what are you doing?” 
she asked. 
 “This is my space suit, and I’m pretending to be an 
astronaut, just like Sally Ride.  Did you know she was the 

first woman in space?  I want to go to space too, and I need my suit so I can 
walk and breathe on other planets and keep from floating away.”  
 “Okay,” said Mom, “but please be home in time for dinner.”  They both 
giggled, and Nancy zoomed off to find the stars. 
  
**************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  What did Nancy find in her brother’s closet?  a.  astronaut 

 

_____  2..  What did Nancy wrap around her arms and legs?  b.  a football helmet 

 

_____  3.  Nancy was pretending to be an _____________.  c.  her mother 

 

_____  4.  Who was watching Nancy pretend to be an astronaut? d.  aluminum foil 

 

_____  5.  At the end of the story, Nancy zoomed off to the _____. e.  stars 
 



 

Name ____________________                    8.  Patent Granted for the Hula Hoop on June 23, 1964 

 
 

                   Can You Hula? 
 
Dolly and her friend Carmen were at the mall 
when they walked past a display of hula 
hoops.  A saleswoman standing nearby asked 

them if they would like to try one.  The girls had never used a hula hoop before and 
said they did not know how to do it.  The saleswoman offered to demonstrate, so 
they decided to give it a try.  They dropped their hoops to the floor many times 
before they finally learned how to make them keep spinning.   

Soon, a small crowd had gathered to watch, and more children were 
interested in trying out the hula hoops.  The saleswoman showed them all how to 
make the hoop go round and round.  Then she had the idea of a contest to see 
who could keep the hula hoop going the longest.  The winner would get a free hula 
hoop.  The children formed a line and got ready with their hoops, and the 
saleswoman told them to begin.  Soon, hula hoops began dropping to the floor, 
and one-by-one the contestants were eliminated, all except Dolly.  She kept her 
hoop going the longest and won the prize.  Everyone applauded.  Dolly was thrilled 
and promised to share her hula hoop with her best friend Carmen. 
 

******************************************************************************************* 
 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                             WORD 
BANK 
 
1.  Dolly and Carmen were at the ______________________together.          contest               
  
2.  They passed by a stand selling ____________________________.        dropped                    
 
3.  The saleswoman  __________________________ how to use one.               crowd    
             
4.  Dolly and Carmen ____________________ their hoops many times.    demonstrated                           
              
5.  A _________________________ gathered to watch them hula hoop.           mall                              
 
6.  The saleswoman decided to have a hula hoop _________________.         hula hoops
                              
7.  ________________________ kept her hula hoop going the longest.              Carmen 
          
8.  Dolly promised to share her prize hula hoop with _______________.      Dolly     



Name ____________________                                    9.  June is National Dairy Month  

 
 
 

                                                       More Moo Please 
 
Richard has a little brother named Alex.  Alex is only 
two years old. His favorite animal is the cow because 
his favorite drink is milk, but he calls it moo, instead 
of milk.  Alex is always asking Richard to read to him 
from his many picture books about cows and other 
farm animals.  Afterward, Alex goes around the 
house pretending to be a cow and saying moo a lot.  
Richard thinks it is funny. 

One summer day, Richard’s mother decided to surprise her sons with a 
trip to a huge dairy farm out in the country near where they live.  Alex was 
excited to learn that he would be seeing lots of cows up close.  They took a 
grand tour of the farm and learned how the cows are cared for, fed, and 
milked.  At the end of the tour, they were invited to a little snack shop on the 
farm, where they could sample some of the fresh milk. 

Alex gulped his first glass down with gusto, wiped off his milk mustache, 
smiled, and said, “More moo, please.”  
 
**************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  Richard’s little brother’s name is __________.  a.  milk 

 

_____  2..  What is Alex’s favorite drink?                          b.  cows 

 

_____  3.  Alex always asks Richard to read books about what? c.  Alex 

 

_____  4.  Where do the boys go with their mom in the story?           d.  excited 

 

_____  5.  How does Alex feel about visiting the dairy farm?  e.  a huge dairy farm 
 



Name _______________________             10.  Johannes Gutenberg's Birthday - June 23, 1400 

 
 

                           Homemade Print Shop 
 
Arthur sat and sat and thought and thought.  In school that 
day he had learned all about Johannes Gutenberg and his 
invention of a printing process that made it possible for 
people to make many copies of documents without having to 

write them all by hand.  Arthur was trying to think of a way to create his own 
printing press at home, just for fun. 
 Aha!  He had an idea.  He took some of his little sister’s magnetic upper 
case alphabet letters from off of the front of the refrigerator and stuck them to 
the bottom of a metal cookie baking pan.  He arranged the letters into a few 
small words, brushed them with colorful paints from his art set, and then 
pressed the pan onto a blank piece of paper.  To his pleasant surprise, when 
he lifted the pan off the paper, he could see the words he had formed.   Some 
of his letters were backwards, though…letters like R, B, and L.  Other letters 
were okay…M, O, and T.  He sat and thought again for a while and finally 
figured out why some of his letters were backwards.  Can you figure it out 
too? 
 

**************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  The story’s main character is ______________________________. 
                                                              (Jason, Robbie, Arthur) 
 

2.  Arthur learned about Johannes Gutenberg at ______________________. 
                                                                                 (home, church, school) 
 

3.  Johannes Gutenberg invented a new process for ___________________. 
                                                                                (cooking, printing, cleaning) 
 

4.  Arthur used _______________ alphabet letters to make a printing press. 
                   (magnetic, wooden, metal) 
 

5.  Arthur used _____________________from his art set to color the letters. 
                            (chalk, paint, crayon)   



 
 
 

JULY – BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 
 

1. Thurgood Marshall 
Thurgood Marshall, born on July 2, 1908, in Baltimore, Maryland, was the first African-
American to serve as a United States Supreme Court Justice.  He graduated from Howard 
University Law School in 1933 and became a highly successful attorney.  One of his most 
notable victories was the case of Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, which he argued 
before the Supreme Court in 1954.  The court’s decision in that case declared it 
unconstitutional to racially segregate American public schools.  Throughout the 1940s and 
1950s, Marshall successfully argued many other cases before the Supreme Court, 
achieving recognition as one of the nation’s top lawyers and a significant advocate for social 
change.  He was nominated for the United States Supreme Court by President Lyndon B. 
Johnson, and his appointment was confirmed by the Senate on August 30, 1967.  Marshall 
held that position until 1991.    
 
 
2. Independence Day - July 4th 
Independence Day commemorates the birthday of the United States of America and the 
adoption of its Declaration of Independence from Great Britain on July 4, 1776.  This 
declaration document remains one of the nation’s most cherished symbols of liberty.  It was 
drafted by Thomas Jefferson and is regarded by most as his crowning achievement.  July 
4th is a federal holiday and is celebrated annually with many time-honored and patriotic 
traditions, such as picnics, parades, flag waving, and fireworks.  
 
 
3. Alice in Wonderland 
Alice in Wonderland was written by Reverend Charles Lutwidge Dodgson under the pen 
name Lewis Carroll.  It grew from a story he made up on July 4, 1862, while on a rowing trip 
with the family of Henry Liddell, Vice-Chancellor of Oxford University and Dean of Christ 
Church.  Dodgson was trying to entertain Liddell’s three young daughters when he first spun 
his tale. Liddell’s middle daughter was named Alice.  The story featured a bored little girl 
with the same name who went looking for adventure.  Alice and her sisters loved the story, 
and Alice asked Dodgson to write it down for her, which he began to do the very next day.  
His first hand-written version of the story was presented to Alice Liddell on November 26, 
1864.  At that time, it was called Alice’s Adventures Under Ground.  Carroll further 
developed the tale, prepared it for publication, and changed the name to Alice in 
Wonderland.  
 
 
4. Sylvester Graham and the Graham Cracker 
Sylvester Graham was born on July 5, 1794, in West Suffield, Connecticut.  He was an 
American dietary reformer who developed the Graham diet, which consisted mainly of fresh 
fruits and vegetables and whole wheat and high fiber foods.  In 1829, he created Graham 
bread, a recipe that contained unsifted flour and no chemical additives.  Graham believed 
that firm bread made of coarsely ground whole wheat flour was more nutritious and offered 
greater health benefits.  Graham also invented the Graham cracker as a staple of his dietary 



plan.  It became an enduring part of American cuisine and is still quite popular today, 
providing a healthier snack option for both children and adults. 
 
 
5. John Paul Jones 
John Paul Jones was born on July 6, 1747, in Scotland.  He is famous for being a naval 
hero during the American Revolutionary War and is credited with many successful 
campaigns against British warships along the Atlantic coast.  Jones began his sea career at 
age twelve as an apprentice to John Younger, a Scottish merchant shipper.  He became a 
ship master at age 21.  In 1775, Jones joined his older brother William in Fredericksburg, 
Virginia.  Shortly after settling in North America, he left for Philadelphia to volunteer his 
services in the newly-founded Continental Navy.  As the American navy and marines were 
being formally established, there was a great demand for experienced and skillful ship’s 
officers and captains.  Upon the recommendation of Richard Henry Lee, Jones was 
assigned a vessel.  One of his most noteworthy battles took place while he commanded the 
Bonhomme Richard.  His crew intercepted a British merchant fleet.  The fleet’s escort ship, 
the Serapis, had them outgunned and demanded their surrender.  Jones responded with his 
now famous statement, “I have not yet begun to fight!”  In the end, it was the Serapis that 
surrendered following a fierce battle.  Jones was the first man to be assigned the rank of 1st 
Lieutenant in the Continental Navy on December 7, 1775, onboard the Alfred.  He retired to 
France in 1790. 
 
 
6. National Hot Dog Month and National Picnic Month  
July is National Hot Dog Month, according to the National Hot Dog and Sausage Council.  
The Council estimates that Americans eat over seven billion hot dogs between Memorial 
Day and Labor Day, with July 4th weekend being the biggest hot dog holiday of the year.  
Annually, approximately 155 million hot dogs are consumed on July 4th alone.   Allegedly, 
the hot dog got its name from a sports cartoonist named Tad Dorgan.  He was at a 1901 
baseball game at the Polo Grounds in New York.  Vendors began selling hot dachshund 
sausages in rolls.  Dorgan could hear the vendors calling, “Get your dachshund sausages 
while they’re red hot!”  He quickly drew a cartoon of the scene but didn’t know how to spell 
dachshund in the caption, so he shortened it to “hot dogs” instead, and the name stuck.  
July is also National Picnic Month and a perfect time to grill a few hot dogs and enjoy some 
outdoor fun with family and friends. 
 
 
7. George Eastman 
George Eastman was born on July 12, 1854, in the village of Waterville in upstate New 
York.  His family moved to Rochester when he was five years old, and shortly after that his 
father died unexpectedly, leaving the family with financial challenges.  Eastman had to quit 
school and find employment at age fourteen to help pay the bills.  He started as a 
messenger for an insurance company and went on to be a junior clerk at Rochester Savings 
Bank. At age 24, he planned a trip to Santo Domingo and wanted to take along 
photographic equipment.  He was disappointed to learn that nothing easily portable existed 
at that time.  As a result, Eastman became passionate about photography and sought to 
develop a simpler process. This eventually led to his invention of the Kodak camera and the 
first rolled film.  It was a long journey through many trials, but his creative genius and hard 
work empowered him to found the internationally recognized Eastman Kodak Company.  He 
is quoted as saying that he and his company were able “to make the camera as convenient 
as the pencil.”  Eastman revolutionized the camera industry. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Lieutenant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_Lieutenant


 
 
8. John Glenn 
John Glenn was born on July 18, 1921, in Cambridge, Ohio.  He studied engineering at 
Muskingum College in New Concord, Ohio, and then joined the navy to be trained in 
aviation at the beginning of World War II.  He also served in the Korean War.  Following his 
tour of military duty, Glenn became involved with the space program and was selected as 
one of the seven original astronauts to work on the Mercury 6 space mission.  On February 
20, 1962, Glenn boarded his space capsule Friendship 7 and became the first American 
astronaut to circle the globe.  He made three complete orbits that day.  Glenn retired from 
the space program in 1964 and went on to be a highly successful businessman.  He 
pursued an interest in politics and was elected to the United States Senate from Ohio in 
1974, where he served until 1998.  Another historic moment came for Glenn in 1998 when 
he returned to orbit as part of the crew of the space shuttle Discovery.  At age 77, he 
became the oldest person to go into space. 
 
 
9. National Ice Cream Day and National Ice Cream Month 
In 1984, President Ronald Reagan designated July as National Ice Cream Month.  He also 
appointed the third Sunday of July each year to be National Ice Cream Day because he 
recognized that ice cream was highly popular in the United States.  Over 90% of Americans 
consume it in some form on a regular basis.  In fact, more ice cream is eaten in the United 
States per capita than anywhere else in the world.  The observance of National Ice Cream 
Month and National Ice Cream Day is supported by the International Dairy Foods 
Association.  Not only are these celebrations a great time to enjoy a delicious treat, but they  
also provide an opportunity to focus educational attention on the dairy industry, dairy 
farming, and the health benefits of adding dairy products to the daily diet. 
 
 
10. Henry Ford 
Henry Ford was born on July 30, 1863.  He grew up on a prosperous family farm in 
Dearborn, Michigan.  Very early in life he showed a great deal of interest in mechanical 
things but didn’t care much for farm work.  At age sixteen, he left for Detroit, Michigan, 
where he worked as an apprentice machinist.  Ford went on to become an engineer with the 
Edison Illuminating Company in Detroit.  At this point, he made a conscious decision to 
dedicate his life to industrial pursuits.  He was promoted to Chief Engineer in 1893, which 
gave him the opportunity he needed to spend more time on his personal experiments with 
internal combustion engines.  Ford developed a self-propelled vehicle which he called the 
Quadricycle.  It had four bicycle-type wheels and steered with a tiller like a boat.  It had only 
two speeds and no reverse.  With his creation of the Model T in 1908, Ford realized his 
dream of producing an automobile that was affordable, reliable, and efficient.  This vehicle 
ushered in a new era of personal transportation.  It was easy to operate and maintain and 
handled well on rough roads.  It became an overnight sensation.  Perhaps Ford’s crowning 
achievement was the development of the assembly line process for building the cars 
manufactured by his Ford Motor Company.  Parts were delivered to the auto workers on a 
continuously moving conveyor belt, which made vehicle construction more efficient, time-
saving, and cost-effective.  The introduction of the moving assembly line revolutionized 
automobile production and influenced the manufacture of numerous other products, as well.  

 



Name ____________________                       1.  Thurgood Marshall’s Birthday – July 2, 1908 

 
 
 

                             Here Comes the Judge 
 
Cindy and Sandra were arguing about who should have to 
clear the table and wash the dishes after dinner.  There was a 
very special television program on that they both hoped to 

watch, and neither wanted to miss a minute of it because of chores.  Their big 
brother William heard the commotion and walked into the kitchen to investigate.  
When he finally got the girls to stop shouting at each other, he made a proposal.  
He offered to set up a mock courtroom and hear both sides of the discussion.  
Then he would make what he considered to be the best and fairest decision 
about who should wash the dishes that evening.  If they agreed to the plan, then 
Cindy and Sandra would also have to abide by the decision.  Both girls 
approved of the idea, and William proceeded to set up his judge's bench and 
witness chair.  When all was ready, he called his sisters back into the room. 
 "Please be seated," he said in an authoritative and judge-like tone of 
voice.  "Kitchen Court is now in session." 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  Who was arguing in the story?    a. William, their brother 

 

_____  2..  What were Cindy and Sandra arguing about?  b. Kitchen Court 

 

_____  3.  What did the girls want to do instead of dishes?    c. doing dishes 

 

_____  4.  Who came up with a plan to settle the argument?  d. Cindy and Sandra 

 

_____  5.  What did William call the courtroom he created?  e. watch television 
 



 

Name ____________________                                            2.  Independence Day – July 4 

 
 

             I Do Declare 
 
Miss Wilson's fourth grade class had just finished a social studies unit 
on the Declaration of Independence, a very famous and important 

document that was written by Thomas Jefferson in 1776.  It announced that the 
colonies were declaring freedom from the rule of Great Britain and signaled the birth of 
a new nation, The United States of America. 
 Samuel got an idea from studying that unit.  He would declare his own 
independence at home…no more having to do his homework or making his bed or 
taking out the trash.  He wrote his declaration on a piece of school notebook paper and 
handed it to his father after dinner one night.  His father read it, tried not to smile, and 
then showed it to Samuel's mother.  She disappeared into the den for a few minutes 
and returned with a piece of paper containing her own declaration of independence.  
She would no longer grocery shop, prepare meals for Samuel, or take him to buy his 
clothes.  Samuel would have to find a way to do those things for himself. 
 After reading his mom's declaration, Samuel sat and thought a bit.  He would 
really miss her delicious cooking.  With a grin on his face, he told her to throw away his 
silly piece of paper, gave her a big hug, and asked if she would make her world-famous 
lasagna soon.  She said she sure would and then asked him to please go take out the 
trash.  Independence would have to wait.       

 
******************************************************************************************* 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                        WORD BANK 
 
1.  Thomas ________________ wrote the Declaration of Independence.      prepare meals         

 
2.  In Samuel's declaration, he said he would no longer do___________.           father                   
 
3.  Samuel showed his declaration to his _____________________ first.             mother             
 
4.  Samuel's father showed the declaration to his __________________.        homework                                  
             
5.  Samuel's mother declared that she would no longer _____________.              silly                          
 
6.  Samuel realized he would miss his mother's ___________________.             lasagna 
                               
7.  He told her to throw away his _________declaration of independence.   delicious cooking         
 
8.  Samuel's mother agreed to make ________________ for dinner soon.         Jefferson 
 

 



Name ____________________                          3.  Alice in Wonderland created – July 4, 1862 

 
 

                                Please Tell Me a Story 
 
Christy's grandmother is a wonderful story teller.  When she comes to 
visit, Christy loves to climb into her lap and listen as she spins a tale.  
Sometimes, she reads from a book and makes up funny voices for the 
animals and other characters.  Christy's favorite book for her 

grandmother to read is Alice in Wonderland.  Other times, the stories just come right 
out of her grandmother's head, and she makes them up as she goes along.  Christy is 
glad that her grandmother has such a good imagination.  She tells her that she should 
write her stories down so that she could share them with other little boys and girls, like 
in the books they get from the library.  Her grandmother smiles when Christy says that 
because she appreciates her kind and encouraging words.  She promises Christy that 
she will think about it and maybe even send some of her stories to a children's book 
publisher one day. Christy is just positive the publisher and other children will love her 
grandmother's stories as much as she does.  

 
******************************************************************************************* 
1.  Who does Christy think is a wonderful story teller? 
           her brother               her aunt 
       her mother            her grandmother 
 
2.  What is Christy's favorite book for her grandmother to read to her? 
           Alice in Wonderland                    Little Red Riding Hood 
       Peter Pan         The Little Engine That Could 
 
3.  Christy is glad her grandmother has such a good ___________________. 
           singing voice               television 
       imagination         rocking chair 
  
4.  Christy wants her to write her ____________ down for other children to read. 
           stories       recipes 
       songs               homework 
 
5.  How does grandmother feel when Christy compliments her stories? 
           worried                                         thankful 
       upset                   sad 
 



Name ____________________                          4.  Sylvestor Graham's Birthday - July 5, 1794 

 

 

                             These Can't Be Healthy 
 
Roger loves chocolate chip cookies, especially the ones his mother 
makes.  If she would let him, he'd eat cookies for every meal.  Mother 
knows better, though, and insists that Roger eat the healthy food on his 
plate – things like fruits, vegetables, chicken, and fish.  She tries to get 

him to eat whole grain bread, but he tells her it tastes like cardboard.  He hasn’t really 
given whole grains a fair chance, though.  He just decided that if they are healthy, then 
they must have little or no flavor. 
 One day while Roger's mother was at the grocery store, she saw a box of Graham 
crackers on the shelf.  She had not eaten those since she was a little girl and had 
forgotten how delicious they were.  Graham crackers are made with whole wheat flour, so 
they are not only tasty but more nutritious, as well.  She decided to do a little experiment 
with Roger.  She would give him Graham crackers for his after school snack but not tell 
him they were made with whole wheat until after he had eaten them. 
 When Roger got home from school, he was so hungry he gobbled up the Graham 
crackers without even asking what they were.  When his mother told him about the 
Graham crackers, Roger was shocked and said, "These can't be healthy.  They taste too 
good." 
 His mother laughed and said, "Maybe there is hope for you learning to like whole 
grain foods, after all." 
 

******************************************************************************************** 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or false.  
Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 

1.  In the story, Roger loves eating chocolate chip cookies.   

    O True  O False 

 
2.  Roger's mother lets him eat cookies for every meal. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  Roger's mother bought Graham crackers for Roger to try. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  Graham crackers are made with whole wheat flour and are a healthier snack. 

    O True  O False 
 

5.  Roger ate the Graham crackers after school but did not like their flavor. 

    O True  O False 

 



Name ____________________                              5. John Paul Jones's Birthday - July 6, 1747 

 
 

                                  Climb Aboard 
 
Barry sat on his bedroom floor, surrounded by toy battleships 
and soldiers.  In his mind's eye, he engaged in a fierce battle.  
The colonists were fighting for freedom in the American 
Revolutionary War, and he was picturing John Paul Jones, a 

brave ship captain, protecting America from Great Britain's attacks.  Last night, 
Barry and his dad had watched a television program about the Revolutionary War 
on the history channel.  Still thinking about the exciting reenactment scenes he 
saw, Barry wondered what it must have been like to be a part of such history-
making moments. 
 "Captain Jones," he said in his pretend battle, "I want to join the Continental 
Navy and help protect my country." 
 "Climb aboard," replied Captain Jones.  "We could really use your help."  
Barry felt brave and proud.  Isn't the imagination a wonderful thing?    
 
********************************************************************************************* 
 

1.  What was Barry playing with on his bedroom floor?  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------- 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2.  What part of American history was he pretending to be in? 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3.  What television program had Barry and his dad watched the night before? 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------ 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
4.  What ship captain did Barry offer to help in his imaginary battle? 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------- 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

5.  How did the imagined response of Captain John Paul Jones make Barry feel? 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------- 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Name ____________________              6.  July is National Hot Dog Month and National Picnic Month 

 
 

                            Make Mine Plain Please 
 
Scott and his family are packing up the van for a picnic at the 
park with some of their neighbors.  It is a lovely, summer day, 
and everyone is very excited to be going on this special 
outing.  There will be games to play like baseball, soccer, and 
capture the flag.  The park has a pool where they can splash, 

swim, and cool off.  Scott's older brother is organizing some water relay races 
and bringing a volleyball set for the pool.  It all sounds like amazing fun. 
 The neighborhood moms have planned a delicious lunch and dinner to eat 
at the park.  There are grills at the picnic sites for roasting hot dogs and 
hamburgers.  Scott's mom is bringing ketchup, mustard, pickle relish, onions, 
cheese, and other toppings for the hot dogs.  His family members will pile their 
hot dogs and burgers high, but Scott will just pass by all those toppings.  When 
his dad gives him his hot dog fresh off the grill, he will plop it into the bun and 
take a big bite…no toppings for Scott.  He says they just hide the yummy flavor 
of his favorite picnic food. 
 
******************************************************************************************* 
 
1.  Scott's family is preparing for a picnic in the ________________________. 
                                                                        (backyard, park, neighbor's yard) 
 

2.  One of the games they will play at the park is _______________________. 
                                                                                   (golf, tennis, baseball) 
 

3.  Scott's ________________ is organizing water relay races for the park pool. 
            (brother, sister, neighbor) 
 

4.  The picnic sites at the park have grills for _________________ hamburgers. 
                                                                  (freezing, roasting, boiling) 
 

5.  Scott's favorite picnic food is the _______________________. 
                                                    (hot dog, hamburger, pickle relish)   
 



Name ____________________                        7.  George Eastman's Birthday - July 12, 1854 

 
 

                                       Say Cheese 
 
Christopher got a great new digital camera for his birthday.  It has 
tons of special features that let him snap pictures from close up or 
far away, in bright or dim light, and many other options.  Now, he 
is taking beginner photography lessons at the community center.  

The instructor is teaching his students how to use the many special effects 
available on their cameras.  He is also showing them how to organize their photos 
on the computer and how to create unique projects, like photo albums, greeting 
cards, and wall art.  Christopher had wanted a camera for a very long time, but he 
had no idea he would be able to do so many amazing things with it. 
 Yesterday, his photography class took a little field trip to the zoo with their 
cameras, where they snapped hundreds of photos of the animals.  When they 
returned to the classroom, they shared their favorite pictures with each other.  
Christopher thought it was a super fun day and believes photography is just about 
the best hobby a boy could have.        

 
******************************************************************************************* 
 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or false.  
Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  Christopher got a great new digital camera for his birthday.   

    O True  O False 

 
2.  Christopher's camera has many special features. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  Christopher is taking a beginner photography class at his school. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  Yesterday, Christopher's class took a field trip to the lake. 

    O True  O False 
 

5.  Christopher believes photography is a great hobby for a boy to have. 

    O True  O False 

 



Name ____________________                              8.  John Glenn's Birthday - July 18, 1921 

 

 

                                                           Did He Get Dizzy? 
 
Marvin and his mother were reading a book about famous 
astronauts.  The chapter they just finished was about John 
Glenn.  On February 20, 1962, Glenn made history when he 
boarded the United States space capsule Friendship 7 and 
became the first American astronaut to circle the globe.  He 
made three complete orbits that day.  Marvin wondered what it 
would be like to travel way out in space like that and look back to 

see our great big planet Earth looking like just a little ball.  He was quiet and still 
as he sat next to his mother on the sofa.  She thought maybe he had a question 
or concern about something. 
 "What's on your mind, Marvin?  Don’t you like our astronaut book?" she 
asked. 
 "Oh, I love the book, but I do have a question.  Did Mr. Glenn get dizzy 
while going around the Earth in his space capsule?" 
 His mother chuckled and replied, "No, I don't believe he did."  Then she 
went on to explain why. 
 What about you?  Do you think Mr. Glenn got dizzy during his Earth orbit?  
Why or why not?     
 
******************************************************************************************* 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  Who was reading an astronaut book with his mother? a.  Earth 

 

_____  2.  What famous astronaut did they just read about?  b.  Marvin 

 

_____  3.  John Glenn was the first American to orbit the _______. c.  Friendship 7 

 

_____  4.  What was the name of Glenn's space capsule?  d.  dizzy 

 

_____  5.  Marvin wondered if Glenn got _______ during his orbit. e.  John Glenn 
 



Name ____________________                    9.  National Ice Cream Day and National Ice Cream Month 

 
 

 

                                  Patty Makes Ice Cream 
 
Patty is only three years old, and her favorite dessert is ice cream.  For 
Christmas, her daddy bought her mommy an ice cream maker, so their 
family can have homemade ice cream any time they want.  Whenever 
mommy makes ice cream, Patty climbs up onto a step stool in the kitchen to 

watch.  Sometimes, she gets to help measure and put ingredients in the machine. 
 Yesterday, it was very hot outside and Patty wanted mommy to make ice 
cream, but mommy had some work she needed to do first.  Patty was disappointed 
and went to her room to play.  While in her room, Patty got an idea.  She would 
surprise Mommy and make the ice cream herself.  The problem was that the machine 
was too heavy for her to lift from the cabinet, and she was too young to read the 
directions.  Undaunted, Patty decided to create her own ice cream recipe.  She got 
out a bowl, put in some of Mommy's coffee cream, and added ice cubes.  Then she 
found some whole strawberries in the refrigerator and plopped in a few of those.  
Last, she poured in a whole bunch of sugar.  She gave it a stir and stuck the 
concoction in the freezer. 
 Later that evening, Patty was excited to share her ice cream creation with her 
family after dinner.  When she took it from the freezer, however, it was all frozen 
together and hard as a rock.  Patty was embarrassed and began to cry.  Her mommy 
scooped her up in a big hug and told her not to feel sad.  They would use the ice 
cream machine tonight and have fresh ice cream ready for tomorrow…maybe even 
for breakfast…but just this once because it was a special occasion.        

******************************************************************************************* 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the   
 space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  What is Patty's favorite dessert?    a.  an ice cream maker 

 

_____  2.  What did Patty's daddy buy her mommy for Christmas? b.  recipe 

 

_____  3.  One hot day, Patty created her own ice cream ______.  c.  embarrassed 

 

_____  4.  How did Patty feel when her ice cream attempt failed? d.  ice cream 

 

_____  5.  To make Patty feel better, Mommy said she could have e.  breakfast 
        ice cream for ____________ just this once. 



Name ____________________                             10.  Henry Ford's Birthday - July 30, 1863 

 
 

 

 Your Turn                                                                    
 
  
 Tina's mother woke with a start and looked at the night stand clock.  Oh no, 
the alarm had not gone off, and she overslept.  Now, if they did not hurry, the 
children would be late for school.  She called to Tina and her brother Jonathan and 
told them to get up and get dressed as quickly as they could.  She headed to the 
kitchen to make breakfast for everyone.  Suddenly, she remembered she had not 
packed their lunches the night before.  Oh dear, this was going to be a challenging 
morning. 
 When the children arrived in the kitchen, Mother told them to quickly eat their 
breakfast, and then she would need their help.  While Tina and Jonathan ate, 
Mother gathered all the lunch ingredients and placed them in a row on the kitchen 
counter.  When they finished eating, she explained that they were going to pack 
the lunches in assembly line style.  Mother would prepare the peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches and pass them to Jonathan.  He would put each sandwich into a 
plastic bag and pass it down the line to Tina.  Tina's job was to put the sandwich, a 
piece of fruit, and a juice box into each of their lunch boxes. 
 While they worked, their mother told them it was just like being on Henry 
Ford's assembly line. 
 "Who's Henry Ford?" asked Tina. 
 "Quick, grab your lunches.  I'll tell you all about Mr. Ford in the car on the 
way to school," said Mother, and off they went in a flurry.   
******************************************************************************************* 
 
1.  Who woke up late because her alarm did not go off? 
           Tina's father       Tina's mother 
       Tina's brother          Tina 
 
2.  What had Tina's mother forgotten to do the night before? 
           take a shower      call the doctor 
       write a letter          pack the lunches 
 
3.  Who helped Mother pack the lunches in assembly line style? 
           Tina and Jonathan      Aunt Martha 
       Grandmother          Tina's father 
  
4.  Whom did Mother say she would tell the children about in the car? 
           George Washington    Henry Ford 
       Uncle Bob           Abraham Lincoln 



 
 
 

AUGUST – BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 
 

1.  William Clark (of the Lewis and Clark Expedition) 
William Clark was born on August 1, 1770, in Caroline County, Virginia.  He served in the 
United States militia from 1789 to 1796 but is probably most well known for being an 
explorer.  In 1801, President Thomas Jefferson chose his White House Secretary, Captain 
Meriwether Lewis, to lead an expedition up the Missouri River and across the Rocky 
Mountains to the Pacific Ocean.  Lewis selected his old army buddy William Clark to go 
along as second in command. They formed one of the most successful partnerships in the 
nation’s history and led the Lewis and Clark Expedition from 1804 to 1806.  They explored 
many previously uncharted territories.    
 
 
2.  Lincoln Penny First Issued 
The Lincoln penny was first released to the public on August 2, 1809.  It was designed by 
sculptor Victor David Brenner and engraved for production by United States Mint Chief 
Engraver Charles Barber.  At that time in America’s history, it was considered unseemly to 
place the image of a real person on a circulating coin.  However, when President Theodore 
Roosevelt saw a bronze plaque featuring the image of Abraham Lincoln created by sculptor 
Brenner, he thought it would be the perfect design for the United States cent coin.  Since 
the slain Lincoln was so revered, the idea was generally accepted and the old taboo 
ignored.  The American public excitedly waited to receive the new coin because it had been 
highly publicized.  To meet the expected demand, the Mint struck more than 25 million 
Lincoln pennies for its first issue. 
 
 
3.  National Catfish Month  
August was designated as National Catfish Month in the late 1980s.  Annually, The National 
Catfish Institute promotes this observance to honor the hard-working catfish farmers in the 
United States and to highlight the nutritional value of this fish and the wide variety of ways it 
can be prepared and served.  United States catfish are raised in pure freshwater ponds and 
fed a nutrient-rich diet of floating grain pellets. This is an extremely eco-friendly farming 
technique that eliminates the "fishy" taste found in many other varieties of fish.  Most of the 
United States catfish farms are found in Mississippi, Alabama, Arkansas, and Louisiana.  
These farms have been family owned and operated for generations, providing a significant 
source of employment and revenue to those rural areas. 
 
4.  National Kids Day 
You know about Mother’s Day and Father’s Day, but did you know there is also a National 
Kids Day?  Celebrated on the first Sunday of August each year, it was created in 1994 by 
an organization called KidsPeace, which is a 128-year-old national children’s charity and 
advocacy group.  The purpose of the holiday is to promote the value of parents spending 
more quality time with their children.  Families are encouraged to plan meaningful activities 
that foster closer relationships and stronger parent/child bonds.  
 
 
 



5.  International Friendship Day 
In 1919, Joyce Hall, the founder of Hallmark Cards, came up with the original idea for 
Friendship Day.  Its purpose was for people to celebrate their friendships by sending 
greeting cards.   In 1935, the United States Congress declared the first Sunday of August as 
National Friendship Day.  Since then it has been an annual event.  In honor of Friendship 
Day in 1998, Nane Annan, wife of the United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, named 
Winnie the Pooh as the world’s Ambassador of Friendship.  According to the Friendship Day 
declaration, the UN Member States and the civil society are invited to "observe this day in 
an appropriate manner, in accordance with the culture and other appropriate circumstances 
or customs of their local, national and regional communities, including through education 
and public awareness-raising activities".  Today, International Friendship Day is celebrated 
enthusiastically by many nations. 
 
 
6.  Smithsonian Institution Founded 
We have the Smithsonian Institution in Washington D.C. today because a British scientist 
named James Smithson (1765-1829) left his entire estate to the United States to create 
such an establishment for "the increase and diffusion of knowledge".  It is unclear why Mr. 
Smithson chose the United States as his beneficiary for this purpose, but our nation 
gratefully accepted the bequest, and on August 10, 1846, an Act of Congress signed by 
President James K. Polk founded the Smithsonian Institution.  Since then it has grown into 
the world's largest museum and research complex, which includes 19 museums and 
galleries and the National Zoological Park. 
 
 
7.  First IBM Personal Computer Introduced 
In July of 1980, representatives from IBM met with Microsoft's Bill Gates to discuss the 
possibility of writing an operating system for IBM's new "personal" computer.  IBM had 
observed the growing personal computer market for some time and decided the company 
should create its own line of personal computers and develop a brand new operating 
system to go with it.  Twelve engineers, led by William C. Lowe, met in Boca Raton, Florida, 
to design and build this computer.  On August 12, 1981, IBM released its new computer and 
named it the IBM PC.  The "PC" stood for personal computer.  Thus, IBM was responsible 
for making the term "PC" popular. 
 
 
8.  National Peach Month 
The peach is a member of the rose family and grows on trees and shrubs.  Peaches 
originated in China and are highly regarded in Chinese culture.  They believe the peach 
brings good luck, abundance, and protection.  This sweet and juicy summertime fruit is a 
good source of vitamins A, B and C, and a medium-sized one contains only 37 calories.  
The pleasing qualities of the peach have led to the use of its name in some English 
idiomatic expressions.  For example, a person may say he's feeling "peachy" when he is 
having a good day and things are going very well.  The phrase "you're a real peach" came 
from the tradition of giving a peach to a special friend.  The United States consumes about 
25% of the world's peaches.  Most of those grown in this country come from Georgia and 
California.  Georgia is known as the Peach State.  In 1982, former President Ronald 
Reagan proclaimed August as National Peach Month because of the fruit's nutritional value 
and its monetary contribution to the nation's economy.    
 
 
 



9.  Davy Crockett 
Davy Crockett was born on August 17, 1786, in Hawkings County, Tennessee.  He grew up 
on the American frontier, and his father put him to work driving cattle to Virginia when he 
was only twelve years old.  Later, his knowledge of the frontier proved very beneficial when 
he served as a scout and hunter for the military.  He went on to have a successful political 
career at the local, state, and national level.  Crockett was elected to the Tennessee 
Legislature in 1823 and to the United States Congress in 1827, 1829, and 1833.  He is 
perhaps most famous, however, for his death at the Battle of the Alamo in San Antonio, 
Texas, on March 6, 1836.  He had gone to Texas looking for new land.  While there, he 
joined the Texas Volunteers.  They fought bravely to defend the Alamo.  All of the defenders 
died during the siege, however, and the fort fell to Mexican troops.  This famous battle 
became a rallying point for Americans, and many folk heroes were born in its wake.  Among 
them was Davy Crockett. 
 
 
10.  Hawaii Becomes 50th State 
Hawaii officially became the 50th state of the United States of America on August 21, 1959.  
It is one of the smallest states in the union and the only one made up entirely of islands.  
There are eight main islands in all, which are actually the tops of volcanoes.  Some of these 
volcanoes are still active.  Among many other things, Hawaii is known for its pineapple 
industry and its numerous beautiful beaches.  It is a very popular vacation destination, and 
tourism provides a large share of the state's revenue. 



Name ____________________                        1.  William Clark's Birthday - August 1, 1770 

 
 

 
 
 

                 Backyard Explorers 
 
Jim and John are twin brothers with very active imaginations.  
They enjoy playing outside more than anything else.  In school 
they recently studied a unit on early explorers of the United 

States frontier.  Today, they are in their backyard pretending to be Lewis and 
Clark on a great expedition to find a path across America all the way to the 
Pacific Ocean.  They've put on their hiking boots, packed their lunches and 
supplies in backpacks, including flashlights, bottled water, and homemade 
maps, and set out on a long and difficult journey.  Slowly, they creep around 
the trees in the yard, scouting for wild animals and other dangers.  They climb 
up into one of the smaller trees so they can survey the surrounding area for 
many miles.  Back on the ground, they inspect their maps, make additional 
notes, and continue exploring. 
 After several hours, John's stomach makes a big growling noise.  Jim 
looks at him, and they both start laughing.  They decide that is enough 
exploring for now and sit down to eat the delicious lunches Mom made for 
them.  They wonder if Lewis and Clark had peanut butter sandwiches and 
homemade chocolate chip cookies packed for them by their mothers. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  Who are the twin brothers in the story?   a.  delicious 

 

_____  2.  What unit did they recently study in school?   b.  Lewis and Clark 

 

_____  3.  Who are they pretending to be in the story?   c.  Jim and John 

 

_____  4.  Name one item they put in their backpacks.   d.  frontier explorers 

 

_____  5.  What did they think of the lunches Mom packed?  e.  homemade maps 

 
 

 



 

Name ____________________                     2.  Lincoln Penny First Issued - August 2, 1909 

 
 
 

   A Penny for Penny 
 
Penny's grandfather lives with her family.  He is 92 years old and 
has many memories he likes to share.  Penny climbs into his lap 

and listens intently as he tells fabulous tales of his childhood and the amazing 
things he saw happening in America as he grew up.  Penny's favorite story is 
the one about Grandpa's first job as a newspaper delivery boy.  Back in those 
days, you didn't make a lot of money delivering newspapers, but it helped a 
little with the family expenses.  His father let him keep part of the money he 
made so he could buy himself a little something, but he was expected to save 
the rest. 
 One day, Grandpa asked Penny to come sit on his lap.  He said he had 
something very special he wanted to give her, and he pulled a tiny velvet box 
from his pocket.  Inside was the very first penny he had ever earned.  It was 
shiny and beautiful and meant a lot to him.  He put the box in Penny's hand 
and told her how precious she was to him and that he wanted her to have it.  
She clutched the box to her chest, hugged him tight, and promised to always 
take very good care of this wonderful gift. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                          WORD BANK 
 
1.  Penny's _________________________________lives with her family.           expenses
  
2.  Penny's grandfather is ________________ years old.                                    newspapers 
 
3.  Grandpa has many __________________________ he likes to share.          grandfather
             
4.  Grandpa's first job was delivering ____________________________.          very special         
              
5.  The money he made helped a little with family __________________.          ninety-two                              
 
6.  Grandpa told Penny he had something _______________ to give her.           wonderful
                               
7.  Inside the velvet box was the first ________________ he ever earned.          memories
         
8.  Penny thought this was a ________________________________ gift.              penny 
 
 

 



Name ____________________                                  3.  August is National Catfish Month 

 
 
 

 
 

                                               Cat or Fish? 
 
Jeremy went with his class on a field trip to a large 
Mississippi catfish farm.  The children were given a 
grand tour and told all about how the catfish are grown 
and cared for. 

 All the while the tour guide was speaking, Jeremy had a question 
buzzing in his head.  He was confused about the name catfish.  He wondered 
if it was half cat and half fish, kind of like a storybook mermaid is half human 
and half fish.  Finally, his curiosity got the best of him, and he raised his hand.  
 The tour guide noticed Jeremy's hand was raised and asked, "Do you 
have a question?" 
 "Yes," answered Jeremy.  "Which is it – a cat or a fish?" 
 The tour guide smiled and said that she gets asked that question a lot.  
She went on to explain that the catfish is all fish.  It looks like it has cat 
whiskers on its face, however, and that is how it got its name. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Jeremy went on a field trip to a farm where _________________are grown. 
                                                                         (cows, beans, catfish) 
 

2.  Jeremy was ___________________ about the name catfish. 
                      (confused, unhappy, upset) 
 

3.  Jeremy was ___________________ and raised his hand to ask a question. 
                         (angry, curious, scared) 
 

4.  The tour guide ________________ at Jeremy when he asked his question. 
                         (yelled, frowned, smiled) 
 

5.  The catfish got its name because it has ____________________ like a cat. 
                                                                       (paws, whiskers, a tail)   
 

 
 



Name ____________________                       4. National Kids Day - First Sunday of August 

 
 

                                                                                            It's Your Day 
 
Jack and Lisa sprinted down the stairs and into the 
kitchen, expecting their parents to greet them like they do 
every year on National Kids Day.  To their disappointed 
surprise, they found the kitchen dark and empty.  They 
looked at each other in bewilderment.  Jack shrugged his 
shoulders.  Lisa appeared as if she might cry.  Suddenly, 
Jack heard the honk of a car horn.  He raced to open the 
front door and called for Lisa to come quickly and look.  
Parked in the driveway was the family car with a zillion 
helium balloons attached to it.  Standing next to the car, 

grinning from ear to ear, were their parents. 
 "Surprise!" said Mom. 
 "This is awesome!" squealed Lisa. 
 "What are we going to do today?" asked Jack. 
 "Whatever you and your sister want," said Dad.  "It's your day."    
                
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  What holiday were Jack and Lisa expecting to celebrate with their parents?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2.  How did the children feel when their parents did not greet them at first?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3.  What got Jack's attention and made him look out the front door?   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
4.  What did Jack and Lisa see attached to the family car?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

5.  How did Jack and Lisa's parents feel about surprising their children?   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Name ____________________              5.  International Friendship Day - First Sunday of August 

 
 
 
      

            Friendshine 
 
 
 Sarah ran into the house as excited as she could be.  She learned at summer 
camp that this Sunday is International Friendship Day, and she couldn't wait to call 
her very best friend Alice, who had recently moved away.  The girls missed each 
other terribly and talked on the phone or wrote each other letters as often as they 
could.  Sarah dialed Alice's number.  The phone rang and rang, but no one 
answered.  Sadly, she hung up and headed toward her bedroom.  Her mother 
watched her walk through the kitchen. 
 "What's the matter?" she asked Sarah. 
 "Oh, Sunday is Friendship Day, so I tried to call Alice and remind her that she 
is my best friend in the whole world, but she didn't answer," replied Sarah. 
 "Well, maybe you can try again later," said her mother. 
 Suddenly, the doorbell rang.  "I'll get it," Sarah said glumly.  When she opened 
the door, she couldn't believe her eyes.  It was Alice.  She had come to surprise 
Sarah and spend the whole weekend with her.  The girls hugged, jumped up and 
down, and danced a happy jig. 
 "I'm so glad you came," said Sarah.  "You are like a ray of friendshine." 
 "Don't you mean sunshine?" asked Sarah's mom. 
 "I put the words best friend and sunshine together and made a new word 
friendshine," explained Sarah.  "Isn't it neat?" 
 "Cool," said Alice.  The girls giggled and then ran off to play. 

 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or false.  
Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  Sarah learned that International Friendship Day is on Saturday.  

    O True  O False 

 
2.  Sarah's best friend Alice recently moved away, and both girls are sad about it. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  Alice came to Sarah's house for a surprise weekend visit. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  Sarah found the word "friendshine" in the dictionary. 

    O True  O False 



Name ____________________               6.  Smithsonian Institute Founded - August 10, 1846 

 
 
 
 

 
 

             Monday at the Museum 
 
Jose's class went on a field trip to the Smithsonian Institute 
in Washington D.C. last Monday to celebrate the museum's 
birthday.  It was founded on August 10, 1846.  Today, it is 

the world's largest museum and research complex, and people come from all 
over to explore and learn there. 
 Jose's favorite school subject is history, so he really enjoyed viewing the 
exhibits and reading the information about things that happened long ago in 
the United States and around the world.  He wanted to stay a long time at each 
display, but the other students in his group got restless and encouraged him to 
move on.  Jose was disappointed when the field trip came to an end, and it 
was time to go back to school.  He felt he had only scratched the surface of all 
there was to learn at that amazing museum.  He decided it would take him 
days, weeks, maybe even years to read and see everything.  It looks like Jose 
will have to pay the Smithsonian Institute another visit. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  What museum did Jose's class visit in the story?  a.  largest 

 

_____  2.  The Smithsonian is the _____ museum in the world. b.  years 

 

_____  3.  Jose thought it might take him _____ to see it all.  c.  disappointed 

 

_____  4.  What is Jose's favorite school subject?   d.  Smithsonian Institute 

 

_____  5.  How did Jose feel when the field trip ended?  e.  history 

 
 

 



Name ____________________           7.  First IBM Personal Computer Introduced - August 12, 1981  

 
 
 

                                               Pretty Cool 
 
Margaret loves computers.  She reads about them all the time.  
She believes the computer is the most amazing thing ever 
invented and wants to have a career working with computers 
someday. 

 Yesterday was Margaret's birthday, and the only gift she pleaded for was 
her first, very own, personal computer to put in her room.   She promised her 
parents she would use it for homework and study but would not spend too much 
time on it. 
 After dinner, it was time for cake and ice cream and presents.  Margaret 
opened a few packages and thanked her parents but tried to hide her 
disappointment that none contained a computer.  Her dad left the room for a 
moment and returned with a huge box. 
 "Almost forgot this one," he said with a big smile across his face.  He 
winked at Margaret's mom. 
 Margaret's eyes grew wider and wider as she tore open the package.  "It's a 
PC!" she squealed.  "Awesome!  Thanks so much, Mom and Dad.  I love it.  I 
know PC really means personal computer, but I think it also stands for pretty cool.  
Can we please set it up right now?  I can't wait to get started."  
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  How does Margaret feel about computers? 
           afraid of them      bored with them 
       loves them          frustrated with them 
 
2.  What type of career does Margaret want to have someday? 
           computer               acting 
       singing                   nursing 
 
3.  What was the only gift Margaret wanted for her birthday? 
           new shoes       her very own PC 
       a party           a television for her room 
  
4.  Margaret's parents kept her computer gift hidden at first to _____ her. 
           surprise      upset 
       scare              punish 
 
5.  How did Margaret feel about her new personal computer? 
           angry                disappointed 
       excited                confused 



 

Name ____________________                                  8.  August is National Peach Month 

 
 
 

   Peach Pie with Pappy 
 
Arnold lives in Georgia where they grow lots of delicious 
peaches.  His grandfather, also known as Pappy, owns a 
peach orchard, and when it is harvest time, Arnold likes to 
help him pick the peaches from the trees.  Then he rides 
with Pappy in the truck when he takes his peaches to be 

sold at the farmers market.  Folks who live in the area, say Pappy's peaches 
are some of the best they've ever tasted.  Pappy grins a shy kind of grin when 
they say that, but Arnold can tell he's very proud of his fine orchard and its 
produce. 
 Arnold's grandmother loves Pappy's peaches too.  She calls them little 
golden drops of heaven.  Her favorite thing to do is use them to make peach 
pie.  Over the years, she has perfected her secret recipe and many blue 
ribbons have come home with her from the annual county fair pie baking 
contest. 
 Arnold and his grandfather like to be lazy on Sunday afternoons and sit 
on the shady front porch.  They talk and laugh and play board games.  Some 
Sundays, Grandma surprises them both with a huge, delicious slice of her 
famous peach pie.  Arnold figures there isn't much in life more enjoyable than 
Sunday afternoons and eating peach pie on the porch with Pappy. 
   
***************************************************************************************** 
 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                          WORD BANK 
 
1.  Arnold lives in the State of __________________________________.             peach   
  
2.  Arnold calls his grandfather _________________________________.        grandmother                             
 
3.  Pappy owns a _____________________________________ orchard.             porch         
             
4.  Arnold helps Pappy pick peaches and take them to _______________.           Pappy  
             
5.  Folks say Pappy's peaches are the ________________ they've tasted.          Georgia                              
 
6.  Arnold's _________________________ uses the peaches to make pie.          market 
                              
7.  Her peach pie wins __________________________ at the county fair.              best 
         
8.  Arnold enjoys eating pie with Pappy on the _____________________.         blue ribbons 



Name ____________________                      9.  Davy Crockett's Birthday - August 17, 1786 

 
 
 
 

 

                    An American Hero 
 
Joshua awoke very excited yesterday morning.  It was the day he 
gave his report on Davy Crockett in front of the whole class.  He'd 
been reading different books about Mr. Crockett for several 
weeks.  He was well prepared and couldn't wait to share some of 

the interesting things he had learned. 
 Davy Crockett was born in Tennessee in 1786 and grew up on the 
American frontier.  His father put him to work driving cattle when he was only 
twelve years old.  He later served as a scout for the military and went on to 
become a United States Congressman.  Joshua thought the most fascinating 
thing about Davy Crockett was that he fought bravely at the Battle of the Alamo 
in San Antonio in 1836. 
 Joshua told his class why he believed Davy Crockett was an American 
hero.  His report went well, and when he finished, his classmates clapped their 
hands.  That made Joshua feel very proud.  The teacher praised his thorough 
report and enthusiastic presentation. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  Who was Joshua's class report about?   a.  very excited 

 

_____  2.  How did Joshua feel about giving this report?  b.  American hero 

 

_____  3.  What famous battle did Davy Crockett fight in?  c.  clapped 

 

_____  4.  Arnold regarded Davy Crockett as an __________. d.  Davy Crockett 

 

_____  5.  Arnold's classmates liked his report and _____ for him.   e.  Alamo 

         
 
 
 
 

 



Name ____________________             10. Hawaii Becomes the 50th State - August 21, 1959 

 
 
                                

                            Pass the Pineapple Please 
 
Karen's family was planning a vacation to the beautiful 
State of Hawaii.  They'd never been there, so they 
checked out books about it from the public library.  They 
also picked up some brochures from a local travel agency.  
There is so much to see and do in Hawaii that they were 

having a difficult time choosing.  Karen's dad wanted to try surfing on the huge 
Hawaiian waves.  Her mom and sister hoped to sunbathe on the beautiful 
beaches.  Her brother couldn't wait to go snorkeling.  Karen just wanted to eat 
fresh pineapple.  It is her favorite food, and Hawaii is known for its pineapple 
industry. 
 Last night, Karen's mom added a big bowl of freshly cut pineapple to the 
family dinner.  They were going to discuss the trip, and she wanted to create 
the right atmosphere.  Karen didn't really care about atmosphere.  She just 
couldn't wait to dive into that bowl of delicious pineapple and scooped a huge 
helping onto her plate. 
 "Slow down there," said her mother.  "The rest of us would like to have 
some pineapple too" 
 "I can't help myself," replied Karen.  "Besides, I'm practicing for Hawaii." 
                
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Where was Karen's family planning to go for their vacation?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2.  Where did Karen's family go to check out books about Hawaii?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3.  What was one thing that Karen's dad wanted to try in Hawaii?   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
4.  What was Karen most looking forward to doing on their trip?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 



 
 
 

SEPTEMBER – BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 
 

1.  Labor Day 
Labor Day began as a local celebration in New York City, sponsored by the Central Labor 
Union.  The union adopted a proposal and appointed a committee to plan the first ever 
Labor Day rally and picnic, which was held on September 5, 1882.  The observance paid 
tribute to the vast social and economic achievements of American workers.  From there the 
idea spread across the United States.  Finally, on June 28, 1894, an act of Congress 
officially declared the first Monday in September of each year as the legal and national 
holiday of Labor Day.  Annually, numerous special events are planned throughout the 
country, including parades, picnics, and rallies with high-profile speakers. 
 
 
2.  National Grandparents Day 
The idea for this holiday was first conceived of in 1970 by Marian Lucille Herndon McQuade, 
a housewife from West Virginia.  She had been working extensively with senior citizens and 
thought it appropriate to set aside a special day to pay tribute to them.  With the support of 
West Virginia Senator Jennings Randolph, the idea gained momentum.  In 1973, the first 
Grandparents Day was proclaimed by West Virginia’s Governor Arch Moore.  This 
eventually led to legislation being passed by the United States Congress on August 3, 1978, 
officially declaring the first Sunday after Labor Day each year as National Grandparents 
Day.  President Jimmy Carter signed the proclamation and cited three purposes for its 
observance:  to honor grandparents, to give grandparents an opportunity to show love for 
their children’s children, and to help children become aware of the strength, information, and 
guidance older people can offer.  September was chosen for the holiday to signify the 
“autumn years” of life.  Today, National Grandparents Day is celebrated throughout the 
United States. 
 
 
3.  Grandma Moses’ Birthday 
Anna Mary Robertson (later known as Grandma Moses) was born in Greenwich, New York, 
on September 7, 1860.  She had a happy childhood on her family’s farm.  Even as a young 
child, Anna Mary loved to draw colorful outdoor scenes.  She did not begin painting until 
much later in life, however.  In 1887, she married Thomas Moses, and the couple eventually 
settled their family on a farm in Eagle Bridge, New York, where she spent the rest of her life.  
At the age of seventy-six, because of arthritis, Anna Mary gave up embroidery and began to 
paint.  She painted from memory and mostly portrayed pleasant scenes of rural life.  In 
1938, her paintings were discovered by an art collector named Louis Caldor.  He purchased 
many of her artworks and displayed them at New York’s Museum of Modern Art.  By 1943, 
there was great demand for Anna Mary’s paintings, partly because her country scenes 
brought back delightful memories for many people.  Grandma Moses died in December of 
1961 at the age of 101.  Her paintings are still displayed in museums today. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
4.  National Save the Tiger Month 
The tiger is the largest of the cat species and can measure as long as nine feet.  Hundreds 
of thousands of tigers once roamed across Asia, but they are now an endangered species.  
It is estimated that there are currently fewer than 4,000 wild tigers, and they occupy only 
about seven percent of their historical range.  Urban development has eliminated large 
portions the tigers’ natural habitat, while illegal poaching has greatly diminished their 
population.  In an effort to save the tigers from extinction, serious conservation programs 
are underway in countries like India, China, Russia, and Tibet.  September has been 
designated as National Save the Tiger Month to increase awareness of this global problem 
and to raise support for these conservation projects. 
 
 
5.  Milton Hershey’s Birthday 
Milton Hershey, the man who created Hershey’s chocolate, was born on September 13, 
1857.  He had a dream of owning a candy making business and as a teenager served a four 
year apprenticeship to a candy maker in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  His first few business 
attempts failed, but he did not give up.  Finally, he discovered a good caramel recipe and 
created his successful Lancaster Caramel Company which began shipping all over the 
United States and Europe.  In 1893, Hershey became fascinated with the art of making 
chocolate.  He purchased German machinery and began producing chocolate to coat his 
caramels.  It quickly became apparent to him that there was a growing demand for 
chocolate by itself, and he started the Hershey Chocolate Company.  After years of trial and 
error, he developed a viable formula that allowed him to realize his dream of mass-
producing and distributing milk chocolate candy.  What had been a treat for the rich now 
became something everyone could afford and enjoy – the Hershey chocolate bar.  
Hershey’s business proved so hugely successful that he constructed an entire town to 
contain his manufacturing plants while at the same time creating a caring community where 
he could provide for the welfare of his employees and their families.  The town of Hershey, 
Pennsylvania, with its many attractions, continues to host thousands of tourists and 
conventioneers annually. 
 
 
6.  National Honey Month 
The National Honey Board (NHB) recognizes and promotes the importance of honey bees. 
These amazing little bees annually pollinate approximately 80% of the crops grown in the 
United States.  They also produce one of the world’s favorite natural sweeteners – honey.  
There are approximately 300 varieties of honey.  In 1989, the National Honey Board, in 
cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, officially declared September as 
National Honey Month because that is when much of the honey in the United States is 
harvested.  Americans consume approximately 1.3 pounds of honey per person each year.  
More and more is being discovered about the versatility of this all-natural ingredient.  It is 
used not only in foods but in a wide variety of other products, as well, such as medicines 
and cosmetics.  Over 200 new products containing honey have been introduced since 1998.  
National Honey Month gives people an opportunity to learn more about honey and 
appreciate its many and varied uses in everyday life. 
 
 
 
 



7.  Roald Dahl’s Birthday 
Famous children’s author Roald Dahl was born in Llandaff, Wales, on September 13, 1916.  
His first career was as a salesman for Shell Petroleum in Africa.  During World War II, he 
joined the British Royal Air Force as a pilot.  He later became a liaison in Washington, D.C.  
While there he met author C.S. Forester.  Forester encouraged Dahl to write about his war 
experiences.  In the 1960s, Dahl transitioned to writing stories for children.  He is perhaps 
best known for his book Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, published in 1964.  It tells the 
tale of a poor urchin who wins a tour of a magical candy factory owned by Willy Wonka.  
The story was made into a feature film, which has also become a beloved favorite of 
children and adults alike.  Other well-known titles by Dahl are James and the Giant Peach 
(1961), Danny the Champion of the World (1975), and Matilda (1988). 
 
8.  Constitution Day 
On September 17, 1787, the 39 delegates to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia 
met for the final time to complete and sign the document they had long deliberated.  The 
United States Constitution became the law of the land and established a government for the 
new nation born on July 4, 1776.  It embodied the principals on which America was 
founded, such as commitment to the rule of law, limited government, and the ideals of 
liberty, equality and justice for all citizens.  In 2004, Congress passed a law establishing 
September 17th of each year as Constitution Day.  The act mandates that on that day all 
publicly funded educational institutions will teach lessons about the Constitution.  Members 
of Congress deemed it important for students to learn about the current and historical 
significance of this governing document. 
 
9.  National Piano Month 
Mankind has used taut, vibrating string to make music for thousands of years, but the piano 
was invented in Italy in the early 1700s by a man named Bartolomeo di Francesco 
Cristofori.  The piano was preceded by similar stringed instruments, such as the 
harpsichord, but they offered limited variation in volume.  The artistic desire for more 
controlled musical expression led to the invention of the piano, on which loudness and tone 
could be altered with the force of one’s fingers.  Cristofori’s new instrument was first 
exhibited in Florence, Italy, in 1709.  It was named gravicembalo col piano e forte, which 
meant “soft and loud keyboard instrument.”  Later, the name was shortened to fortepiano or 
pianoforte, and finally to just piano.  Cristofori’s earliest surviving instrument dates from 
1720 and can be found on display at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City.  The 
National Piano Foundation has designated September as National Piano Month, 
highlighting the value of one of America’s most popular instruments and its more than 20 
million players.  During this month-long observance, people of all ages are encouraged to 
study and enjoy the piano.  
 
10.  Johnny Appleseed’s Birthday 
Johnny Appleseed was born in Leominster, Massachusetts, on September 26, 1774.  His 
real name was John Chapman, but he became known as Johnny Appleseed because of his 
love for growing apple trees.  He traveled throughout the mid-western United States 
supplying pioneer families with apple seeds.  Chapman was a skilled nurseryman and 
owned tree nurseries in Ohio, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Illinois, and Indiana where he grew, 
sold, traded, or gave away countless apple trees and apple seeds.  He was a religious man 
with a kind and giving spirit.  He led a simple life and died at the age of 70 after spending 
nearly 50 years spreading his beloved apple trees across much of the country. 
 
 



Name ____________________                         1.  Labor Day – First Monday in September 

 
 

 
 
     

                    Have a Good Day at Work 

 
The Harrison household rises early each weekday morning to 
get ready for work and school.  Each family member has a 
special job to do.  This helps everyone get ready on time.  

Dad prepares breakfast.  Usually that is something simple like toast and 
cereal, but sometimes he surprises them with pancakes, eggs, and bacon.  
The delicious smell alone is enough to get the family going.  Mom packs the 
lunches and sees that the children are clean and properly dressed.  Gerald 
feeds the dog and takes out the trash.  Susan feeds the cat and gathers all the 
laundry.  Everyone makes their bed.  Yes, they really do. 
 When breakfast has filled their tummies and their morning tasks are 
finished, the Harrison family is ready to begin a productive day on the job.  For 
Dad and Mom, that means driving to their offices.  For Gerald and Susan, that 
means taking the bus and doing their work in school.  They've developed good 
habits and great teamwork, so most of the time things move along smoothly for 
the Harrisons.  As they head out the door, they tell each other to have a good 
day at work, and more often than not, that is exactly what they do. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Who are the four Harrison family members mentioned in the story?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2.  Who feeds the dog each morning before school?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3.  What are Sally's two special jobs to do each morning?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
4.  What do the family members tell each other as they head out each morning?   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 



Name ____________________         2.  National Grandparents Day – 1st Sunday after Labor Day 

 
 
 
     

                 Fun with Gramps and Gran 

 
Andy's favorite part of the summer is his annual visit to his 
grandparents' farm.  He usually gets to stay with them for the 
whole month of July.  That may sound like a long visit, but 
Andy loves every minute of it and feels like the time goes by 

way too quickly.  Gramps – that's what Andy calls his grandfather – lets him ride on 
the tractor and help feed the animals.  There are horses, cows, and chickens.  Gran 
– that's Andy's grandmother – shows him how to collect the hens' eggs and place 
them in a basket so gently that none get broken.  Andy also helps Gran in her 
vegetable garden.  They pull out the weeds and watch for insect pests that might try 
to eat the vegetables before they have a chance to finish growing. 
 In the middle of the day, when Andy has finished his chores and devoured 
Gran's delicious lunch, he may head to the nearby creek for a swim, ride his bike 
down the country lane, or take a trot on one of the horses.  At night, they relax on 
the porch and sip homemade lemonade under a million stars in the clear country 
sky.  Sometimes, Andy chases the fireflies that twinkle everywhere in the big front 
yard.  Gramps says the farm is a great place for a young boy and that Andy's daddy 
grew up here and loved to do all the same things that Andy now loves to do.  Andy 
is so glad his parents let him have this special time of fun with Gramps and Gran 
each summer.  There is nowhere else he'd rather be. 

 
********************************************************************************************  
 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or false.  
Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  Andy's grandparents live in a big city.   

    O True  O False 

 
2.  Andy's grandfather lets him ride on the tractor with him. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  Andy helps his grandmother pull weeds from the garden. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  Andy doesn't really like visiting his grandparents during the summer. 

    O True  O False 

 



Name ____________________                    3.  Grandma Moses' Birthday - September 7, 1860 
 
 
 
 
     

                        What's the Rush? 

 
Adam sat staring at the fence that bordered his backyard.  
His mother assigned him the task of painting it before the 
end of the summer.  She left the scheduling up to him, 
and he had been putting it off for weeks.  The warm 
summer days just made him feel a little lazy, and he really 

was not looking forward to the messy job.  Procrastination had become his best 
friend, but summer vacation was quickly drawing to a close, and Adam was trying 
hard to motivate himself to get started.  He knew his mother would be very 
disappointed if the job was not finished on time.  So, there he sat with a paint 
brush in his hand and the open can of paint on the ground beside him, when his 
mother walked out into the backyard.  She smiled and told him he was going to 
be as old as Grandma Moses by the time he finished painting his “masterpiece”.  
He asked her who Grandma Moses was.  She chuckled and told him to look it up 
later…after he finished painting the fence. 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  What job did Adam's mother assign him to do? 
           paint the fence      wash the car 
       clean out the garage     clean his room 
 
2.  Adam was supposed to have the fence painted by the end of the __________. 
           month        week 
       summer          day 
 
3.  Adam was feeling __________ and kept putting off the painting job. 
           scared                 sad 
       lazy                 angry 
  
4.  His mother told him he would be as old as ___________ before he finished. 
           Grandma Moses     his grandfather 
       their neighbor           his Aunt Mary 
 
5.  Based on the story, what do you think Grandma Moses is famous for doing? 
           singing                                 writing 
       dancing                                painting 
 
 



Name ____________________                        4.  September is National Save the Tiger Month 

 
 
 
 
 

     

                          Let's Adopt a Tiger 

 
Four-year-old Lizzy sat in her mother’s lap while they read a 
book about tigers and how they are an endangered species.  
The book used some pretty big words that Lizzy didn’t know, 
so her mother had to explain what they meant.  Lizzy learned 

that tigers are decreasing in number, and the places where they can live and 
freely roam are getting smaller and smaller, partly due to the expansion of cities 
into their territory.  Some countries have started programs to help protect the 
tigers from becoming extinct – another big word Lizzy learned from the story.  It 
means that the tigers will eventually all be gone, if something isn’t done to save 
them.  National Save the Tiger Month was begun to help create awareness about 
the problems the tigers are having.  At the end of the book, Lizzy suggested that 
her family adopt a tiger.  Her mother smiled and reminded her that they live in a 
very small house with no room for a great big tiger.  They would have to find 
another way to help the tigers. 
 
******************************************************************************************** 
 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the   
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  How old is Lizzy in the story?     a.  adopt 

 

_____  2.  What were Lizzy and her mother reading about?  b.  extinct 

 

_____  3.  The tiger is an ___________________ species.  c.  tigers 

 

_____  4.  Tigers are in danger of becoming ___________.  d.  endangered 

 

_____  5.  Lizzy suggested her family ____________a tiger.  e.  four years old 

 



 

Name ____________________                5.  Milton Hershey's Birthday - September 13, 1857 

 
 
 
     

                      Is This Really Heaven? 

 
Maggie took a vacation with her family.  One of her favorite 
places they visited was Hershey, Pennsylvania.  The town was 
built over a hundred years ago by Milton Hershey, founder of 

the Hershey Candy Company.  It contains some of his original chocolate making 
factories and has become a huge tourist attraction.  Visitors are given an 
opportunity to sample some of the delicious chocolates made there.  Maggie's 
mother just loves chocolate and tried many different kinds.  With each new bite, 
Maggie would hear her mother say something like, "This is divine," or "This is just 
heavenly," or "Oh, now I know I'm in heaven." 
 Finally, Maggie could resist no longer.  She turned to her father and asked, 
"Daddy, is this really heaven?" 
 "No, sweetheart," he said with a puzzled smile.  "Why do you ask?" 
 "Well, Mommy keeps saying the chocolate is heavenly each time she takes 
a bite," explained Maggie. 
 At this, her father laughed out loud.  "I think your mommy just likes 
chocolate an awful lot," he said.  "Why don't we go get ourselves a few little bites 
of heaven?"  He looked at Maggie.  She giggled, took his hand, and off they went 
to the nearest Hershey Candy Store. 

 
***************************************************************************************** 
 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                        WORD BANK 
 
1.  In the story, ____________________went on vacation with her family.         heavenly  

 
2.  Maggie's favorite place they visited was Hershey, _______________.              100 
                      
3.  ________________________founded the Hershey Candy Company.            father           
             
4.  Hershey, Pennsylvania, was built more than ___________ years ago.       Pennsylvania                 
              
5.  In the story, Maggie's ___________________ loves to eat chocolate.          Maggie    
 
6.  Maggie's mother said chocolate is __________________________.               mother 
                               
7.  Maggie and her ______________ decided they should try some too.       Milton Hershey 



Name ____________________                              6.  September is National Honey Month 
 
 
 

     

                           Thank You, Mr. Bee 
 
Olivia loves honey.  She puts it on her toast.  She stirs it into 
her oatmeal.  She drizzles it on her pancakes.  She uses it in 
just about every way possible.  Sometimes, when no one is 
looking, she smothers her finger with honey and licks it off like 
a lollipop.  What Olivia does not realize is that honey, if used 
wisely and in moderation, can actually be good for you. 

 Last week in school, Olivia's class learned that September is National 
Honey Month.  The students did research about the natural sweetener and 
discovered some interesting facts.  Did you know that there are over 300 
varieties of honey and that Americans consume approximately 1.3 pounds of 
honey per person each year?  Honey is used not only in foods but in a wide 
variety of other products, as well, such as medicines and cosmetics.  New 
uses are being discovered all the time. 
 Olivia also learned that her favorite sweet treat is made by honey bees, 
so now they have become her new best friends…not the kind you hang out 
with, of course, but the kind you can admire and appreciate…from a distance. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Olivia's favorite sweet treat is ______________________________. 
                                                            (chocolate, caramel, honey) 
 

2.  Olivia likes to drizzle honey on her ___________________. 
                                                       (cookies, pancakes, ice cream) 
 

3.  September is National ____________________ Month. 
                                           (Sugar, Honey, Pasta) 
 

4.  Honey is used in non-food products like _______________ and cosmetics. 
                                                                (medicine, clothing, toys) 
 

5.  Olivia learned in school that honey is made by ___________________. 
                                                                                  (mice, crickets, bees)   
 

        

 



Name ____________________                7.  Roald Dahl's Birthday - September 13, 1916 

 
 
 
 

     

                      Ahoy Imaginations 
 
Roald Dahl is a famous author of children's stories.  In 
honor of Mr. Dahl's birthday on September 13th, Miss 
Mayfield read Charlie and the Chocolate Factory to her 
class, which is one of his best known stories.  The 

children enjoyed the book very much.  Miss Mayfield then challenged them to 
use their imaginations and write stories of their own.  She encouraged them to 
let their minds sail freely, like ships on the ocean, heading to new and exciting 
places.  She gave them one week for the assignment.  At the end of that week, 
they would read their stories to the class. 
 The students were reluctant at first, saying that they didn't know what to 
write about, but they began to catch Miss Mayfield's enthusiasm as they 
shared ideas and helped each other.  By the end of the week, the children had 
created some pretty amazing tales.  Some of the stories were funny, while 
others were scary or serious or informative.  All were original and unique and 
special, and Miss Mayfield was very proud of her class.  She told them she 
believed Mr. Dahl would have been pleased too. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Who wrote the book Charlie and the Chocolate Factory?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2.  What did Miss Mayfield challenge her students to do? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3.  How did the children feel at first about having to write their own stories? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
4.  What kinds of stories did they create? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 



Name ____________________                              8.  Constitution Day - September 17 
 
 
 

     

                          Play by the Rules 
 
Twin brothers Christopher and Matthew were arguing rather 
loudly when their father walked into the room.  He wanted 
to know what all the fuss was about.  Christopher explained 
that they were trying to play a card game, but Matthew kept 

changing the rules.  Matthew said he didn't see anything wrong with making up 
new rules, but Christopher complained because that made the game too 
confusing and not fun anymore. 
 The boys' father thought a moment then remembered he had seen their 
social studies book on the kitchen table, and it was open to a chapter they'd 
been studying about the United States Constitution.  He decided to mediate 
their argument by using the Constitution as an example of why it is beneficial 
to have a set of fair and consistent rules for everyone to follow.  Otherwise, the 
game keeps changing and it leads to chaos, which takes away the challenge 
and strategy and fun.  No one knows what to expect or how to win. 
 The twins listened carefully and began to understand what their father 
was talking about.  Matthew agreed to finish this game by the rules, but then 
he suggested that he and Christopher start from scratch and make up their 
very own game.  Both Christopher and Dad thought that was a great idea! 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or 
false.  Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  Christopher and Matthew are twin brothers.  

    O True  O False 

 
2.  The boys were arguing about whose turn it was to put the card game away. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  Their father came into the room to investigate their loud arguing. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  He used the United States Constitution as an example of the need for rules. 

    O True  O False 



Name ____________________                               9.  September is National Piano Month 

 
 

     

                        Do I Have to Practice? 
 
Jenny sat at the piano feeling a little tired and grumpy.  It had 
been a busy day at school, and she just didn't feel like 
practicing her piano lesson.  She called to her mother in the 
kitchen.  "Mom, do I have to practice tonight?" 
 "Yes, Jenny, your recital is this Saturday, and you need to 

polish your performance a little bit more," her mom replied.  Jenny frowned even 
harder but knew her mom was not likely to change her mind, so she opened her 
piano book and started playing.  After a while, the lively music actually made her 
feel a little better.  Plus, she realized she was getting pretty good at playing this 
piece and made very few mistakes.  This made her feel confident and energized.  
She ended up practicing even longer than usual that night. 
 The day of the recital was very exciting.  All the piano students dressed in 
their best clothes so they would look nice for the audience.  They were pretty 
nervous too.  The room filled with people anxious to hear them play.  Jenny's turn 
came, and she took a deep breath to calm herself.  She began to play, and her 
fear faded away in the fun of her music.  When she stood to take a bow at the end 
of her piece, she saw her grandparents smiling and clapping in the audience.  
They had traveled a long distance to surprise her and to hear her recital.  Jenny 
was thrilled to see them and so thankful that her mom had encouraged her to 
keep practicing.  She had played well, and everyone was very proud of her. 

 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  What musical instrument was Jenny practicing? 
           piano        guitar 
       flute              drums 
 
2.  What was Jenny practicing and preparing for? 
           a party        a contest 
       a piano recital      a class at school 
 
3.  How did Jenny feel after she practiced her piano music for a little while? 
           scared                        confident and energized 
       upset and frustrated                    bored 
  
4.  Who surprised Jenny and came to her piano recital? 
           her cousins               her school teacher 
       her grandparents           her neighbors 
 



Name ____________________           10.  Johnny Appleseed's Birthday - September 26, 1774 

 
 
 

     

                         The Apple Family 
 
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to have 
more of something than you could ever need or use?  What 
would you do with the extra?  Would you give it away or 
share it with people less fortunate than yourself?  That is 
exactly what Aaron's family did.  They lived in rural Illinois 

and owned a grand apple orchard.  Every member of the family worked hard to 
help produce and harvest the best tasting apples you could find for miles 
around.  Their apple crop was always huge, and they felt blessed.  They sold 
what they needed to provide for the family and to maintain the orchard, but the 
rest they gave away.  Bushels of their delicious apples could be seen on the 
refreshment table every year at the annual harvest festival.  They donated lots 
of apples to the local schools for all the children to enjoy.  Families in need 
could count on a basket of apples appearing by surprise on their doorsteps.  
The story of Johnny Appleseed was a favorite of Aaron's family, and they tried 
hard to follow his kind and generous example by giving away tons of apples, 
young apple trees, and apple seeds.  People in the community admired and 
appreciated the "Apple Family" as they lovingly came to be called. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  Where did Aaron's family live?    a.  the "Apple Family" 

 

_____  2.  What type of fruit grew in their orchard?   b.  Johnny Appleseed 

 

_____  3.  What did they do with many of their apples?  c.  rural Illinois 

 

_____  4.  Who did Aaron's family try to imitate?   d.  apples 

 

_____  5.  What did the community lovingly call Aaron's family? e.  gave them away 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

OCTOBER – BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 
 

1.  National Pizza Month 
October is National Pizza Month and was first observed in the United States in 1984.  The 
holiday originated with Gerry Durnell, the founder of Pizza Today Magazine.  He chose 
October because that is the month in which the first issue of his magazine was debuted in 
1984.  At the time, Durnell owned a pizzeria in the small town of Santa Claus, Indiana.  
When he realized there were no tradeshow publications to support the pizza industry, he 
developed his magazine and introduced National Pizza Month.  These proved to be just the 
marketing tools his growing business needed.  Pizza continues to be very popular in the 
United States, where there are an estimated 63,000 pizzerias.  Approximately 94% of 
Americans eat pizza at least once a month, which amounts to about 45 slices per person 
per year.  Across the nation, there are nearly 100 acres of pizza consumed daily or roughly 
350 slices per second. 
 
 
2.  National Clock Month  
October is recognized throughout the United States as National Clock Month.  The origin 
and history of this observance are uncertain.  At this time each year, the Smithsonian 
Libraries presents a selection of books and trade catalogs on American clocks and watches.  
Schools and other organizations plan activities that highlight the history of clocks and clock 
makers and emphasize the importance of good time management.   
 
 
3.  Christopher Columbus Day 
Christopher Columbus Day has been a national holiday in the United States since 1937, 
when President Franklin D. Roosevelt made the official proclamation.  It commemorates the 
Italian-born explorer’s arrival in the New World on October 12, 1492.  His original plan was 
to chart a western sea route to China, India, and the fabled Spice Islands of Asia.  On 
August 2, 1492, Columbus and his 90 member crew set sail aboard three ships:  the Nina, 
the Pinta, and the Santa Maria.  Just over two months later, on October 12th, they landed in 
the Bahamas instead, becoming the first Europeans to explore the Americas since the 
Vikings set up colonies in Greenland and Newfoundland during the 10th century.  Columbus 
Day was originally observed annually on October 12th.  In 1971, however, Congress 
declared it a federal public holiday on the second Monday of every October. 
 
 
4.  Fire Prevention Week 
Fire Prevention Week was established to commemorate two massive and tragic fires that 
began on October 8, 1871.  The first took place in Chicago, Illinois, and killed more than 250 
people, left 100,000 homeless, destroyed 17,400 structures, and burned more than 2,000 
acres before it was finally extinguished on October 9th. The second fire, and perhaps the 
most devastating in American history, took place in Peshtigo, Wisconsin.  It roared through 
the Northeast part of the state, burning down 16 towns, killing 1,152 people, and scorching 
1.2 million acres.  Those who survived never forgot their ordeals and recounted many 
stories of bravery and heroism.  On the 40th anniversary of the Great Chicago Fire, the Fire 
Marshals Association of North America (known today as the International Fire Marshals 



Association) decided that the anniversary should be observed in a way that would promote 
public information about fire prevention and safety.  President Woodrow Wilson issued the 
first National Fire Prevention Day proclamation in 1920.  Since 1922, Fire Prevention Week 
has been observed on the Sunday through Saturday period in which October 9th falls. 
 
 
5.  National Pretzel Month 
The pretzel is believed to have originated with an Italian monk around 610 A.D.  He twisted 
leftover bread dough into what he thought resembled his students with their arms folded 
across their chests in prayer.  He called his creations “pretiolas” which in Latin means “little 
rewards”.  The dough treats were given to children for memorizing Bible verses.  Somehow, 
the pretzel caught on and spread throughout Europe.  Pretzels remain a popular snack food 
today and are considered by many to be a symbol of good fortune, long life, and prosperity.  
October is National Pretzel Month.   
 
 
6.  Henry John Heinz 
H. J. Heinz was born in 1844 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  He became very interested in 
gardening at an early age and by fourteen tended his own section of the family’s garden.  
Already, he had a loyal following of produce customers.  Heinz attended Duff’s Mercantile 
College where he learned sound business practices.  The first product he sold after college 
was horseradish.  In 1888, Heinz developed a relationship with retailers in England and built 
a factory on the Allegheny River.  He had a benevolent style of management and treated his 
workers well.  He sought to sell quality products that guaranteed purity to his customers.  
Heinz was instrumental in the passage of the Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906.  His hard 
work, perseverance, and integrity made him and his products internationally known and 
respected.  Perhaps his company’s best-known product is ketchup. 
 
 
7.  United Nations Day 
United Nations Day takes place on October 24th each year.  It commemorates the adoption 
of the United Nations Charter in 1945.  The charter was ratified by the five permanent 
members of the Security Council (France, the Republic of China, the Soviet Union, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States) and by a majority of the other nations involved, as 
well.  It marks the official beginning of the United Nations.  In 1971, the United Nations 
General Assembly further resolved that United Nations Day should be an international 
observance and recommended that all member states celebrate it as a public holiday.  The 
holiday’s main focus is to create global awareness of the aims and achievements of the 
United Nations organization, particularly in the fields of human rights, support in areas of 
famine, eradication of disease, promotion of health, and settlement of refugees. 
 
 
8.  Pablo Picasso 
Pablo Picasso was born on October 25, 1881, in Malaga, Spain.  He is regarded by many 
as the most celebrated and influential painter of the twentieth century.  Throughout his 
career as an artist, he continually reinvented himself and experimented with radically 
different styles.  He attended various prestigious fine arts schools but each time grew 
restless and bored with strict rules and schedules.  He would skip classes and go out into 
the city streets where he found real life inspiration for much of his artwork.  He died at the 
age of 91, having enjoyed a long, prolific career and a colorful life. 
 
 



9.  Statue of Liberty Dedication 
The Statue of Liberty was a gift from the people of France to the United States, honoring the 
Franco-American alliance during the American Revolutionary War.  The 151-foot statue was 
designed by French sculptor Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi.  It was transported to the United 
States in sections, enclosed in over 200 packing cases, and then assembled on New York’s 
Bedloe’s Island.   The last rivet of the monument was fitted on October 28, 1886, during a 
dedication ceremony presided over by President Grover Cleveland and attended by 
numerous French and American dignitaries.  In 1924, the Statue of Liberty was made a 
national monument, and in 1956 Bedloe's Island was renamed Liberty Island. The statue 
underwent a major restoration in the 1980s.  The Statue of Liberty still stands tall in the New 
York harbor today and is a major tourist attraction, visited by thousands annually.  
 
 
10.  National Red Ribbon Week 
National Red Ribbon Week is the oldest and largest drug prevention campaign of its kind in 
the United States and is observed annually during the last week of October.  It 
commemorates the self-sacrifice and dedication of Drug Enforcement Administration officer 
Enrique Camarena.  After graduating from college and serving in the Marines, Camarena 
became a police officer.  He wanted to join the war on drugs because he believed one 
person could make a difference.  While working undercover in Mexico in March of 1985, he 
was brutally murdered by drug dealers.  Soon after his death, Camarena's Congressman, 
Duncan Hunter, and Henry Lozano, a high school friend, launched Camarena Clubs in 
Imperial Valley, California, near Camarena's home.  Hundreds joined and pledged to lead 
drug-free lives.  These clubs and coalitions began to wear red satin ribbons to honor 
Camarena's memory. This eventually evolved into today’s Red Ribbon Week Campaign, 
which is a nationally recognized and celebrated event that focuses primarily on drug 
awareness and prevention. 

http://www.history.com/topics/1980s


Name ____________________                                  1.  October is National Pizza Month 

 
 
 
 

                          A Slice of Fun 
 
Tammy just had her very first slumber party.  Four of her friends 

came to spend the night and help celebrate her birthday.  Tammy’s mother asked 
her what she would like to do at the slumber party.  Without hesitation, she said 
making homemade pizza with the girls because she had never done that and 
thought it would be fun.  They could combine the pizza with a yummy salad and 
some cake and ice cream for dessert to make a delicious birthday meal. 
 Tammy’s mom purchased a variety of pizza ingredients and arranged them 
on the kitchen counter.  She took the ready-made dough and spread it out on a 
round pizza baking pan.  Then the girls lined up along the counter to build the 
pizza assembly line style.  Tammy started it off with the pizza sauce.  Her friends 
added small chunks of tomato and onion, slices of pepperoni, and mozzarella 
cheese.  The assembly line was working well until the mozzarella.  Tammy’s 
friend Emma couldn’t resist the urge to toss some of the shredded cheese at her 
slumber party mates.  Though caught by surprise, it didn’t take them long to fire 
cheese right back at Emma.  Soon, little shreds of mozzarella were flying 
everywhere. 

Curious about the giggling and shrieking coming from her kitchen, Tammy’s 
mother came to investigate.  When the girls spied her at the doorway, they froze 
and feared what she would say.  Tammy’s mom walked over to the counter, 
looked the girls square in the eyes, picked up some cheese, and flung it at them.  
First shock, then more giggles, more mess, more fun.  Finally, they managed to 
get the pizza baked, and they all enjoyed a tasty meal.  Happy Birthday, Tammy!   

 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Tammy had a slumber party for ______________________________. 
                                                           (Christmas, her birthday, Easter) 
 

2.  For her birthday dinner, she wanted to make ___________________. 
                                                                           (pizza, cookies, hot dogs) 
 

3.  While making pizza, the girls started a _____________________ fight. 
                                                                 (pepperoni, tomato, cheese) 
 

4.  The girls expected Tammy’s mom to be _______________________. 
                                                                         (happy, upset, frightened) 



Name ____________________                                  2.  October is National Clock Month 

 
 
 

 

                           Tick Tock Tommy 

 
Tommy has a favorite cartoon he likes to watch after school 
each day.  He usually gets home a little before the program 
starts and has to wait.  He doesn’t wait very patiently, however.  
First, he sits a little while and taps his foot.  Next, he walks 

around the room snapping his fingers.  Then, after drumming his hands a little 
on the coffee table, he starts the whole routine over again.  During all of this, 
he repeatedly asks his mom if it is time for the show to start.  This can be a 
little unnerving for Tommy’s mom sometimes, so she decided to buy him his 
own alarm clock.  When he gets home from school, she sets the alarm to the 
start time of Tommy’s program.  She taught him how to tell time on the clock, 
so he knows when it is show time.  He sits anxiously and listens to the tick tock 
of the clock.  When the alarm jingles, he jumps up to turn on the television. 

Tommy’s older sister thinks he is funny and teases him a little by calling 
him Tick Tock Tommy.  Tommy doesn’t seem to mind.  He likes his new clock, 
and he likes his television program even more.    
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or 
false.  Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  Tommy watches his favorite cartoon after school each day.   

    O True  O False 

 
2.  Tommy sits very patiently while waiting for the program to begin. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  While waiting, Tommy repeatedly asks his sister if it is show time. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  Tommy’s mom bought him an alarm clock so he won’t have to ask so much. 

    O True  O False 
 

5.  Tommy’s brother teases him and calls him Tick Tock Tommy. 

    O True  O False 



 

Name ____________________             3.  Christopher Columbus Day - Second Monday of October 

 
 
 

 

                      Sail Away Christopher 

 
Imagine a young boy named Christopher Columbus playing 
with toy ships and dreaming of one day sailing across the 
gigantic ocean to explore the new world he keeps hearing 

so much about.  Does that seem like an impossible dream?  Well, that is 
exactly what Christopher Columbus did long ago in the year 1492.  He set sail 
from his home in the country of Italy with a fleet of three ships – the Nina, the 
Pinta, and the Santa Maria – and a crew of 90 men.  Two months later, they 
landed their ships on the shores of the Bahamas.  They had traveled many 
miles across the ocean. 
 Columbus is regarded as a great explorer.  The United States Congress 
even made a federal holiday to honor his spirit of adventure, his courage, and 
his accomplishments.  In 1971, they declared the second Monday of October 
each year to be Christopher Columbus Day. 
 What do you dream of doing someday?  Work hard, be determined, and 
just maybe you will make your dream come true like Christopher Columbus.      
 
***************************************************************************************** 

 
Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 

 
 

                        WORD BANK 
 
1.  Christopher Columbus wanted to ______________ across the ocean.       New World        
  
2.  He dreamed of exploring the _______________________________.              three 
 
3.  In the year ______________________, he set sail for the New World.          holiday 
             
4.  Columbus had _____________________________ ships in his fleet.           second                                      
              
5.  The ships’ names were ________________, Pinta, and Santa Maria.          explorers                                
 
6.  Congress made a federal ________________ in honor of Columbus.              sail 
                               
7.  Columbus is regarded as one of the great _____________________.             Nina 
 
8.  Columbus Day is the _____________ Monday of October each year.             1492  
 

 

 



Name ____________________                      4.  Fire Prevention Week – Week of October 9 

 
 

 

                              Fire Memories 
 
Lisa decided to enter an essay contest at her school for Fire 
Prevention Week.  She and her family had survived a fire in their 
home several years ago, and she planned to use some of those 
memories in her essay.  She wanted to speak from the heart about 
how important it is to practice fire safety at home and everywhere. 

As she sat at her desk in her bedroom, the fire memories came flooding 
back to her mind.  It was a very scary night.  There was a thunderstorm, and the 
electricity went out.  Lisa’s mom lit a candle and placed it on the coffee table in 
the living room.  Her family huddled together around the candle while her dad told 
funny stories.  After a little while, the lights came back on, and everyone got ready 
for bed, but nobody remembered the candle still aglow on the coffee table.   

Suddenly, in the middle of the night, the family’s smoke detector sounded 
an alarm, and they were jolted awake.  Lisa could smell the smoke, and she was 
frightened.  Previously, her parents had wisely made a fire evacuation plan and 
practiced it with the children many times, so they all knew what to do.  Everyone 
got out of the house safely.   

The fireman later told Lisa’s parents that a spark from the candle must have 
somehow landed on the carpet and smoldered into a blaze.  The fire damaged a 
lot of Lisa’s home, but they were all okay and felt very thankful.  Lisa wanted her 
classmates to be prepared and be fire safe.  She hoped her essay would help.  

 

***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  What is Lisa writing for Fire Prevention Week? 
           a song        a poem 
       a recipe          an essay 
 
2.  Lisa knows about fire safety because her family had a fire in their _______? 
           home        car 
       yard                   garage 
 
3.  Lisa’s family was jolted awake by the alarm from their ________________. 
           clock                        microwave 
       smoke detector     telephone 
  
4.  Lisa’s family members all got out of the house safely and felt __________. 
           angry                            very thankful 
       nervous                silly 



Name ____________________                                  5.  October is National Pretzel Month 

 
 

                       Dough Knots 
 
Melanie’s older sister Jenny likes to cook and bake.  She 
frequently tries new recipes.  Sometimes, she lets Melanie 
help.  Today, they are attempting to make homemade 

pretzels.  First, they have to mix the dough and get it ready to roll into thick 
strings.  When that is finished, they will fold the dough in a crossover pattern to 
make the pretzels.  Then the pretzels will be baked until they are a golden 
brown. 
 When the dough is prepared, Melanie washes her hands well and takes a 
ball of it from the pan.  She places it on a floured sheet of waxed paper then 
begins to flatten and roll it, just as Jenny has taught her to do.  Finally, she has 
a dough string about as thick as her finger and eight inches long.  She shows it 
to Jenny. 
 “That’s perfect,” says Jenny.  “Now make your string into a dough knot  
just like I showed you.”  Melanie follows her sister’s directions and creates a 
perfect pretzel ready for the oven.  She hopes their pretzels are as much fun to 
eat as they are to make. 
   
******************************************************************************************* 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  What does Melanie’s older sister like to do?  a. baked in the oven 

 

_____  2..  What new recipe is Melanie trying in the story?  b. cook and bake 

 

_____  3.  How will the pretzels be cooked?    c. perfect 

 

_____  4.  Jenny says Melanie’s dough string is _____________. d. homemade pretzels 

 

_____  5.  Melanie shapes her string of dough into a _________. e. knot 
 



Name ____________________                  6.  Henry John Heinz's Birthday - October 11, 1844 

 
 

                        

                              Let’s Make Ketchup 
 
Mom walked into the kitchen and could not believe her eyes.  
Smashed tomatoes and tomato juice were splattered on nearly 
every surface.  How did this happen?  She couldn’t be sure just 
yet, but she had a pretty good idea and called to her two young 

sons Jonas and Marco.  No response.  After a long silence, Mom saw two sets of 
worried eyes peeking around the doorway to the kitchen.  The boys ran to their 
mother, grabbed her legs, and frantically began telling her how sorry they were for 
the mess.  They talked so fast, she couldn’t understand them.  So, she told them to 
calm down and then asked Jonas to explain because he was the oldest. 
 Well, it all started with them reading a story about Henry Heinz and his 
ketchup making factory.  Both boys love ketchup and thought it might be fun to 
make their own in Mom’s blender.  They’d seen her make smoothies and figured 
ketchup would be easy.  They filled the blender with water and fresh, whole 
tomatoes from the refrigerator then set the lid on top.  Unfortunately, they didn’t 
snap the lid in place securely, and they had overfilled the blender.  When Jonas hit 
the “on” button, a volcano of tomato slush exploded.  Jonas scrambled to find the 
“off” button, but it was too late.  The boys looked around to see the huge mess they 
had created and fled the kitchen. 
 Mom couldn’t help it.  After hearing the ridiculous tale and seeing her sons 
covered with tomato mush, she burst out laughing.  Needless to say, her sons 
were quite surprised and relieved at her reaction.  All three of them had a good 
laugh and then started the big clean up task together.      
   
******************************************************************************************* 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  What type of mess did Mom find in the kitchen?  a. Henry Heinz 

 

_____  2..  Who was in the story the boys had been reading?  b. ketchup 

 

_____  3.  What did Henry Heinz make in his factory?   c. tomato slush 

 

_____  4.  Jonas and Marco were relieved to see Mom ________. d. laugh 



Name ____________________                                    7.  United Nations Day - October 24 

 

 

                    Hurray for UN Day 

 
Scores of children paraded down the sidewalk in front of the 
school.  They were waving brightly colored flags representing 
many nations.  Parents, teachers, and members of the community 
had lined up along the sidewalk to watch the grand parade.  Why 

was everyone so excited?  It was the first annual UN Day parade at Central 
Elementary School.  The students had been learning about the United Nations and 
were asked to decorate a flag from the nation of their choice.  Bella chose to make 
the Italian flag because members of her family had come to the United States from 
Italy several generations ago.  Her great grandfather often told her stories about 
his beautiful country of Italy.  Her great grandmother made delicious Italian pasta 
dishes for family dinners. 
 After the parade, there was an international feast served in the school 
cafeteria.  Volunteers prepared foods from many different countries.  Bella’s great 
grandmother brought a huge pan of steaming hot spaghetti with tons of meatballs 
on top.  That was one of the most popular dishes and disappeared pretty fast but 
not before Bella got a big spoonful on her plate. 
 The UN Day celebration at Central Elementary School was a huge success, 
and when the Principal said she was going to make this an annual event, 
everybody cheered and clapped.  Bella was already busy thinking about what 
country she would like to represent next year.  

 
******************************************************************************************* 

Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  What was being celebrated at Central Elementary? a.  a nation’s flag 

 

_____  2..  What special thing were the students asked to make? b.  Bella 

 

_____  3.  Who chose to make Italy’s national flag?   c.  UN Day    

 

_____  4.  UN Day at Central Elementary was a huge _________. d.  success 

 



Name ____________________                     8.  Pablo Picasso's Birthday - October 25, 1881 

 
 

                                  Messy Art 
 
Seth’s favorite free time activity is painting.  He is only five years 
old but already plans to be an artist someday – a famous artist.  
His parents bought him a wonderful art set for his last birthday, 
and he set up his “studio” in his bedroom.  If his family hasn’t 
seen Seth for a while and wonders where he might be, the first 
place they look is in his studio.  His older siblings like to tease 

him a little about his paintings, saying they are kind of messy sometimes.  Seth 
doesn’t get too upset because he knows the pictures look exactly the way he 
wants them to look.  

Seth’s mother once read him a story about a famous artist named Pablo 
Picasso.  Some critics thought Picasso’s art was a little “messy” too, but he 
kept on painting anyway.  That is what Seth intends to do.  Maybe someday 
some of his artwork will be displayed in an art museum, and people will come 
from all over the world to see it.  For now, though, Seth is happy just to tape 
his paintings to the refrigerator for family and friends to view and admire.  After 
all, every famous painter had to start somewhere, right? 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
1.  What is Seth’s favorite free time activity? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2.  What do Seth’s older siblings sometimes say about his paintings? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3.  Does Seth get upset when his siblings tease him?  Why or why not?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
4.  What famous artist did Seth’s mother read to him about?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

5.  How do you know that Seth’s parents support his love of painting? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



Name ____________________                  9.  Statue of Liberty Dedicated - October 28, 1886 

 
 
 

 
 

                              Hello, Lady Liberty 
 
Mario was visiting New York City with his cousins.  They 
promised him he would see some amazing things.  He was in 
awe of the tall, tall buildings.  In fact, he had to lean his head so 
far back to see the tops of them that he almost lost his balance 
and fell backwards.  They took a little excursion boat ride around 
the harbor.  Mario noticed a very tall statue of a lady holding up 

one arm with a torch in her hand.  She looked majestic and important and 
Mario asked, “Who is that?”  His cousin Ben told him it was the Statue of 
Liberty, and then he explained a little of her history – how she was a gift from 
the people of France to the United States and how she was a symbol of 
welcome and freedom.  Mario looked into her face, and even though she was 
far away, he thought he saw her smiling at him.  He smiled and waved back, 
feeling quite welcome and enjoying New York City very much.  
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Mario was visiting New York City with his __________________________. 
                                                                         (parents, cousins, grandfather) 
 

2.  He was especially in awe of the _________________________ buildings. 
                                                                    (old, beautiful, tall) 
 

3.  Mario and his cousins took a _________________ ride around the harbor. 
                                                    (boat, bike, taxi cab) 
 

4.  In the harbor, he noticed a tall statue of a _________________________. 
                                                                             (soldier, lady, dolphin) 
 
 
5.  The lady statue had a _______________________________ in her hand. 
                                                      (puppy, sword, torch) 
 
 
6.  The Statue of Liberty was a gift from _____________________ to the U.S. 
                                                                (England, France, Mexico) 



Name ____________________              10. National Red Ribbon Week - Last Full Week of October 

 
 
 

                   No Drug Monsters Allowed 

 
Little Katie is only four years old, and she adores her big 
brother Michael.  She follows him everywhere she can.  
Yesterday after school, she wandered into his bedroom and 
saw him with poster board and art supplies scattered all over 
the floor.  When she asked him what he was doing, he told 
her he had to make a poster for school about Red Ribbon 

Week and how people shouldn’t use drugs.  He showed her his poster with a 
picture of an ugly monster he had drawn.  He titled it “The Drug Monster.”  
Michael explained to Katie that drugs are bad and then jokingly told her if you 
use them, the Drug Monster will gobble you up.  She thought that was scary 
and ran out of his room. 
 Later that evening, Michael felt badly for scaring his little sister, so he 
went to her bedroom to find her and apologize.  He couldn’t help but chuckle 
when he saw the picture taped to her door.  Katie had drawn her own ugly 
monster and written in her cute little preschool script, “No Drug Monsters 
allowed!!”  Michael knocked and asked if big brothers could come in.  Katie 
opened the door, smiled, and gave him a great big hug. 
    
***************************************************************************************** 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or 
false.  Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  Katie likes to spend time with her big brother Michael.   

    O True  O False 

 
2.  After school one day, Katie found Michael making a Halloween poster. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  Michael called his poster “The Drug Monster.” 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  Katie laughed when Michael told her the Drug Monster gobbles people up. 

    O True  O False 
 

5.  Katie wouldn’t let Michael come into her room at the end of the story. 

    O True  O False 

 



 
 
 

NOVEMBER – BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 
 

1.  Daniel Boone 
Daniel Boone was born on November 2, 1734, near Reading, Pennsylvania.  He received 
little formal education and was taught how to read and write by his mother.  His father taught 
him survival skills, and he proved himself to be a brave and skilled woodsman and hunter.  
He was given his first rifle at age twelve and shot his first bear.  When Boone was fifteen, he 
moved with his family to Rowan County, North Carolina, on the Yadkin River.  There he 
started his own hunting business.  In 1775, he settled an area he called Boonesborough in 
Kentucky.  He married and had six children but found it difficult to stay still.  Wilderness tales 
reawakened the frontiersman in him.  To satisfy his yearning for adventure, he would 
occasionally leave his family and lead hunting and exploring expeditions.  He also served in 
the military and on the local legislature.  Many tall tales are told of Daniel Boone. 
 
 
2.  Veterans Day 
Veterans Day became a federal holiday in the United States in 1938.  It began as Armistice 
Day and commemorated the temporary end to hostilities between the Allied Nations and 
Germany in World War I.  This original armistice (cessation) took place on the 11th hour of 
the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918.  That is why Veterans Day is celebrated on 
November 11th each year.  After World War II and the Korean War, Armistice Day became 
Veterans Day, a holiday dedicated to American veterans of all wars.  
 
 
3.  National American Indian Heritage Month 
This observance began as “American Indian Week” in November of 1986 when Congress 
requested that President Ronald Reagan make the proclamation recognizing the 
accomplishments of the peoples who were the original inhabitants, explorers, and settlers of 
the United States.  The following is a quote from the proclamation. “Many of the foods we 
eat and the medicines and remedies we use were introduced by Indians and more than one 
highway follows an Indian trail.  Indians make contributions in every area of endeavor and 
American life, and our literature and our arts draw upon Indian themes and wisdom.  
Countless American Indians have served in our Armed Forces and have fought valiantly for 
our country.”  In 1990, Congress passed a law authorizing the United States President to 
proclaim November as “National American Indian Heritage Month”.  Each president since 
that time has made such a proclamation.   These proclamations celebrate the contributions 
of the American Indians and urge the peoples of the United States to learn more about the 
American Indian cultures. 
 
 
4.  Robert Fulton 
Robert Fulton was born on November 14, 1765, in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.  He 
lived a portion of his adult life in Europe where he studied painting with Benjamin West in 
London.  Fulton was fascinated by the new engineering enterprises of his day – canals, 
mines, bridges, roads, and factories.  He demonstrated a strong aptitude for mechanical 
engineering and is perhaps best known for designing the first commercially successful 
steamboat in 1807.  It was named the Clermont and traveled on the Hudson River from New 



York City to Albany in record time.  He later developed a submarine called the Nautilus and 
the first steam warship in history. 
 
 
5.  Peanut Butter Lovers Month 
November is Peanut Butter Lovers Month and time to recognize one of America’s favorite 
foods.  Americans will eat over 65 million pounds of peanut butter during the month of 
November.  The observance began in 1990 when Southern Peanut Growers, representing 
southeastern peanut farmers, initiated November 4th as “Peanut Butter Lovers Day”.  This 
date was selected because on November 4, 1895, Dr. John Harvey Kellogg applied for the 
first United States patent on peanut butter.  The celebration was expanded to the entire 
month of November in 1995 when peanut butter reached its 100th birthday. 
 
 
6.  America Recycles Day 
America Recycles Day (ARD) has been celebrated on November 15th in the United States 
since 1997.  It is the only nationally recognized day that is totally dedicated to helping 
Americans see the value of recycling and buying recycled products.  Events are planned 
throughout the country to heighten awareness and motivate citizens to positive action 
toward preserving our natural resources, limiting waste, and curbing pollution through 
recycling. 
 
 
7.  International Drum Month 
The Percussion Marketing Council (PMC) is the official trade association of the percussion 
industry.  It represents manufacturing, distribution, publishing, and education in the 
percussion world.  The non-profit organization was founded in 1995 and is comprised of all 
volunteers.  It seeks to increase public awareness of drumming and create educational and 
market development programs for all ages and all audiences.  November was selected as 
International Drum Month (IDM) and annually provides an opportunity for those in the 
industry to promote the merits of drumming while inviting people to give it a try. 
 
 
8.  Elmer's Glue Trademark 
The Elmer’s Glue trademark was registered on November 18, 1952.  The Elmer’s Glue 
Company was originally part of the Borden Company.  Borden introduced the first consumer 
white glue in 1947.  Several years later, the company changed the packaging and called the 
product Elmer’s Glue-All.  The name Elmer was chosen to represent the spouse of Borden’s 
famed corporate symbol Elsie the cow.  Elmer’s Glue-All has been marketed successfully 
for decades and remains one of the most highly recognized names in the adhesive industry. 
 
 
9.  Charles Schulz 
Charles Schultz, an award-winning cartoonist, was born on November 26, 1922, in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.  He took an art correspondence course as a teenager, and that is 
when he developed an interest in cartooning.  When he came home from serving in World 
War II, he became an art instructor and published his first comic strip called Li’l Folks.  The 
name was later changed to Peanuts.  This weekly newspaper comic strip, featuring the 
character Charlie Brown, became one of the world’s most famous and successful cartoons 
and has been adapted for use in television, movies, and on the stage.  Schulz said he 
based his Charlie Brown character on himself, and Snoopy was developed from a childhood 
pet.  His final daily Peanuts newspaper strip ran on January 3, 2000. 



10.  Thanksgiving Day 
Thanksgiving Day is a holiday rich in tradition and for most commemorates an autumn 
harvest feast shared by the Plymouth colonists and the Wampanoag Indians in 1621.  For 
over two centuries, various days of thanksgiving were observed first by individual colonies 
and then by the states.  In 1789, George Washington, first President of the United States, 
issued the new nation’s first official Thanksgiving proclamation.  He asked Americans to 
express gratitude for a successful completion of the Revolutionary War and the ratification 
of the United States Constitution.  In 1863, during the American Civil War, President 
Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a national Thanksgiving Day to be held annually on the last 
Thursday of November.  In 1941, Congress finally sanctioned Thanksgiving Day as a legal 
holiday to be observed on the fourth Thursday of November each year.  
 
 
 



Name ____________________                    1.  Daniel Boone's Birthday - November 2, 1734 

 
 

 
 

                                   Cat Hat 
 
One afternoon, Arthur was pretending to be the famous 
frontiersman Daniel Boone.  He crept around the house on the 
lookout for wild animals.  A broomstick served as his trusty 
rifle.  He had borrowed his brother’s brown leather jacket and 

his mom’s leather boots.  Not a perfect costume, but with Arthur’s imagination, 
it was good enough. 

When Arthur walked into his parents’ bedroom, he suddenly caught a 
glimpse of himself in the mirror.  Something was missing from his costume.  
Oh yes, he needed a fur cap.  Daniel Boone supposedly wore a raccoon skin 
cap.  After rummaging through his closet, Arthur felt discouraged because he 
couldn’t find anything like a fur cap.  Just then, the family’s pet cat Snickers 
sauntered past him.  Hmmm…could that possibly work?    Maybe Snickers 
would cooperate and sit on Arthur’s head, pretending to be a raccoon cap.  He 
called to Snickers, picked him up gently, and lifted him to the top of his head.  
The cat seemed quite confused and not at all thrilled about Arthur’s plan.  
Snickers immediately let out a low moaning growl and leaped to the floor. 

“That cat has no imagination at all,” Arthur thought to himself. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  In the story, who was Arthur pretending to be?  a.  imagination 

 

_____  2.  What did Arthur use for his pretend hunting rifle?    b.  a fur cap 

 

_____  3.  What did Arthur feel he needed to add to his costume? c.  not at all thrilled 

 

_____  4.  What did he try to use as his fur cap?   d.  Daniel Boone 

 

_____  5.  How did Snickers feel about being Arthur’s hat?  e.  his pet cat 
 
 
_____  6.  Arthur thought Snickers lacked ________________. f.  a broomstick  

 



Name ____________________                                     2.  Veterans Day – November 11 

 
 
 

                                                     
                                Proud Grandson 
         
 

Adam walked slowly to the front of the classroom, clutching a box tightly 
beneath his right arm.  His classmates must have been very curious about the 
contents of the box that Adam guarded so carefully.  Since it was Adam’s turn 
to speak, he turned to face the class and gently opened the box.  It contained 
something very precious to him…a picture of his great grandfather, standing 
proudly in his World War Two United States Navy uniform. 

Soon it would be Veterans Day, and in honor of this special holiday, the 
children had been invited to share stories of family members who had once 
served in any branch of the nation’s military.  Adam had never met his great 
grandfather, but he had heard many heroic tales of his time on the open seas 
in the service of his country.  His parents had given him this picture and 
several medals his great grandfather earned.  They also gave him one of his 
old Navy caps, which Adam now pulled from his back pocket.  He placed it 
proudly on his head, stood at attention facing the class, and began his report. 

“I would like to tell you about a very special man who once served 
bravely in the United States Navy…my great grandfather,” Adam said with a 
twinkle in his eye and a huge grin across his face.      
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Adam had to give a report to his ____________________. 
                                                    (parents, coach,  school class) 
 

2.  He carried a __________________ with him to the front of the classroom. 
                     (box, book, piece of paper) 
 

3.  The box contained a picture of his _______________________. 
                                                         (uncle, great grandfather, father) 
 

4.  Adam felt very ___________________ his great grandfather. 
                  (embarrassed by, angry with, proud of) 
 

5.  His great grandfather had served in the United States ________________. 
                                                                                          (Army, Navy, Marines)   



Name ____________________               3.  November is National American Indian Heritage Month 

 
 
 
 

                             Plains Rider 
 
Katie loves to sit at the feet of her grandfather as he rocks 
in his old wooden rocking chair and tells fascinating tales of 
their Apache Indian ancestors.  They lived on the plains of 
Arizona.  Before European settlers brought horses to North 
America, the Apaches walked from one place to another or 

used sleds pulled by dogs to help them transport their belongings.  After 
horses were introduced to the area, however, the Apaches quickly adapted, 
became expert riders, and could travel much faster. 
 Katie was especially fond of her grandfather’s story about a young 
Apache boy who sat proudly atop the fastest horse in his village.  Whenever he 
could, he would ride out onto the plains and let his horse run like the wind.  He 
gripped the horse’s belly tightly with his strong legs, turned his face to the sun, 
and let his arms fly freely.  It made him feel like a bird in flight, and it was 
amazing.  The story always made Katie imagine herself on a beautiful horse, 
galloping across the plains, racing the wind.  Maybe she would get a chance to 
do that someday.       
 
***************************************************************************************** 

 
1. Katie and her grandfather have American Indian ancestors from which tribe?   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2. Where did their Indian ancestors live? 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
3. Who brought the horses to North America that the Indians learned to ride?  
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------- 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
4. Which of her grandfather’s stories was Katie’s favorite?     
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 



Name ____________________                    4.  Robert Fulton's Birthday - November 4, 1765 

 
 

                                                     
                 Full Steam Ahead 
         
John and Lucas are neighbors and the very best of 
friends.  On a hot summer day, their favorite activity is 
swimming in John’s backyard pool.  They play all sorts of 
imaginative games.  They may be pirates or fishermen or 
even lost at sea.  John’s mother always rescues them 

with an ice cold glass of lemonade and a delicious snack, and the castaways 
recover to splash and play until it’s time for Lucas to head home for dinner. 
 Today, the boys are great steamboat captains.  Lucas’s father told him 
all about Robert Fulton and how he developed the first successful commercial 
steamboat many years ago.  Lucas has been fascinated with steamboats ever 
since.  He even checked out books about them from the library.  His parents 
told him they might be able to visit the Mariner’s Museum in Newport News, 
Virginia, one day where some steamboats are on display.  Lucas told them that 
would be awesome and asked if John could come too.  Now, that’s a good 
friend for you.   
 
***************************************************************************************** 
1.  In the story, who is John’s best friend? 
           Allen        Joshua 
       Aaron              Lucas 
 
2.  Where do John and Lucas like to swim on hot summer days? 
           John’s backyard pool     the community pool 
       the lake          the nearby pond 
 
3.  What are the boys pretending to be in the story? 
           cowboys                    hunters 
       baseball players      steamboat captains 
  
4.  Lucas’s father told him all about ______________________. 
           George Washington                    Robert Fulton 
       Eli Whitney           Christopher Columbus 
 
5.  Robert Fulton developed the first successful commercial ______________. 
           telephone                                    radio       
       steamboat                           automobile 

 
 



Name ____________________                        5.  November is Peanut Butter Lovers Month 

 

                                                     
                                           Make Mine a PB 

         
Sarah likes to help her mother in the kitchen.  On school 
mornings, they pack lunches for her and her younger 
brother Michael.  It’s like an assembly line.  Sarah gets out 
the bread, the cheese, the meat, and other stuff.  She likes 
bologna, but her favorite sandwich in the whole world is 
peanut butter.  Sarah would put peanut butter on 

everything, if her mother would let her.  She smears it on carrot sticks and 
apple slices and graham crackers.  She even tried it on vanilla and chocolate 
ice cream once.  Her little brother thought  that was just gross, but Sarah said it 
didn’t taste bad at all. 
 Yesterday morning, Michael appeared in the kitchen while Sarah and her 
mother were preparing the lunches.  “Any requests?” asked their mother. 
 “All I want is a cookie and a banana,” answered Michael.  Mom laughed 
and shook her head no. 
 “Okay, then I’ll take a PBJ,” said Michael. 
 “Much better,” replied Mom. 
 Sarah chimed in, “Just make mine a PB.  Jelly would only ruin the peanut 
butter perfection.” 
 Mom and Michael rolled their eyes, and Sarah giggled. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 

Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or 
false.  Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  Sarah doesn’t like it when she has to help her mother in the kitchen.  

    O True  O False 

 
2.  Sarah’s favorite type of sandwich is bologna. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  Sarah’s little brother Michael asked for a PBJ sandwich in his lunch. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  Sarah doesn’t like jelly on her peanut butter sandwiches. 

    O True  O False 
 



 

Name ____________________                           6.  America Recycles Day - November 15 
 
 

                                                 Slam Dunk Recycle 
 
Mr. Ford had frequently talked to his three sons about the 
benefits of recycling paper, plastic bottles, aluminum cans, 
and other stuff.  He even set up labeled bins in the garage 
and asked them to put their recyclables in those.  The boys 
would do it for a while but then lose interest and just start 
throwing everything in with the regular trash. 

Mr. Ford decided he needed to get their attention and 
make recycling more fun, so he fastened a basketball hoop to the garage wall 
and placed a huge recycling box directly beneath it.  He added a sign above 
the basketball hoop that read “Slam Dunk Recycle.” 

All three of Mr. Ford’s sons love to play basketball and were very excited 
when they saw the new recycling station in the garage.  He explained that they 
could practice their basketball shooting by tossing aluminum cans, plastic 
bottles, and wads of paper through the hoop.  There was a chart for recording 
their points.  At the end of each week, points would be tallied and rewards 
given.  His sons thought that was a fantastic idea and began a little friendly 
competition.  Some of their friends even joined in the fun.  Suddenly, a whole 
lot of recycling started happening in the Ford household, and as a bonus, the 
boys’ basketball skills improved too. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                        WORD BANK 
 
1.  Mr. Ford talked to his sons about ___________________________.          points     
  
2.  He put labeled _____________ in the garage for recycling bottles, etc.       recycling 
 
3.  The boys would recycle for a while but then lose _______________.           basketball   
             
4.  Mr. Ford decided he needed to make recycling more ___________.          tallied                            
              
5.  So, he fastened a _________________________ to the garage wall.           bins                      
 
6.  His sons could practice ___________________ while recycling stuff.         interest           
                   
7.  They earned ___________________ each time they made a basket.  fun       
 
8.  Each week the points were _________________ and rewards given.      basketball hoop
      
 



Name ____________________                            7. November is International Drum Month 

 
 
 

                              Drum Mania 
 
Rat-a-tat-tat!  Boom, boom, boom!  Rat-a-tat-tat!  Boom, 
boom, boom!  The sound grew louder as it came closer.  
Jaime looked out her window but couldn’t see anything.  The 
drumming sound continued, growing louder and louder.  

Curiosity led Jaime outside.  She stood in the front yard and peered down the 
street.  Suddenly, she spotted the source of the beating rhythm.  A parade of 
young drummers headed her way as they marched toward the nearby 
community park.  Jaime noticed other neighbors had come outside to 
investigate the drumming sounds.  Everyone seemed to be enjoying the show.  
Many followed the parade to the park where a bandstand had been set up in 
preparation for a concert. 
 The surprise event had been orchestrated by members of the local high 
school marching band in honor of International Drum Month.  Drummers from 
other area high schools were invited to participate, and the group numbered 
over fifty.  They played every kind of percussion instrument imaginable, and 
their lively performance was inspirational.  Children and adults alike were 
invited to step up from the audience and give the instruments a try.  It was a 
clever way to showcase the students’ talents and introduce others to the fun of 
drum playing.  
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
 

Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  What sound did Jaime keep hearing outside?  a.  parade of drummers 

 

_____  2.  When she stepped outside, what did Jaime see?  b.  the marching band 

 

_____  3.  Where were the drummers headed?    c.  a drumming sound 

 

_____  4.  Who planned the drum concert for the community? d.  to the park 

 

_____  5.  The drum concert was ______________.   e.  inspirational 
 
 



Name ____________________            8.  Elmer's Glue Trademark Registered - November 18, 1952 

 
 
 

                                                      A Sticky Situation 
 
Collin and his classmate Patrick were busy working on a 
school art project.  Their assigned task was to create a 
collage of pictures representing emotions, such as joy, 
sadness, fear, etc. They had all the necessary materials 
spread out over Collin’s bedroom floor, including several 
bottles of glue.  While the boys were intently searching 
through magazines, Collin’s little brother William toddled 

quietly into the room…so quietly that they didn’t even notice him.  William 
picked up one of the bottles of glue, which happened to be open, unfortunately.  
He tipped it over and was delighted to see a white substance come dripping 
out.  He filled his little hand with glue and began to smear it all over his face 
and hair like lotion.  By the time Collin and Patrick discovered what William 
was up to, he looked like he was wearing a white mask.  Glue had also dripped 
on the floor and on their project poster board.  It was quite a mess. 
 “William, what are you doing?” hollered Collin. 

Patrick couldn’t help laughing.  “Quick, get a camera,” he said to Collin.  
“I’ll take a picture of your face, and we can add another emotion to our 
collage…frustration.” 

“Very funny,” replied Collin.  “Now, help me clean him up.”   
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Collin and ___________________ were working on a school art project. 
                      (Jacob, Martin, Patrick) 
 

2.  They had to make a __________________ of pictures showing emotions. 
                                   (scrapbook, collage, stack) 
 

3.  The project supplies were spread out on Collin’s ___________________. 
                                                                                      (table, bed, floor) 
 

4.  Collin’s little brother found the _______________ and made quite a mess. 
                                                  (paper, glue, scissors) 
 

5.  Patrick thought it was funny, but Collin felt ________________________. 
                                                                         (frustrated, happy, frightened)   
 



Name ____________________                 9.  Charles Schulz's Birthday - November 26, 1922 

 
 
 

 

                      My Name is Charles Too 
 
Charles was celebrating his sixth birthday with balloons, cake, 
ice cream, and lots of friends and family.  It was a beautiful fall 
day, and he and his party guests were playing games in his 
backyard.  There was a bean bag toss, a hula hoop contest, 
and relay races.  Charles’s mom had purchased special little 

prizes for the winners, but there were plenty of snacks and treats for everyone.  
Finally, it was time for cake and presents.  One of the gifts Charles received 
was a story about a comic strip character named Charlie Brown, written by 
Charles Schulz.  Charles was already a good reader, and when he saw the 
author’s name, he exclaimed, “Hey, my name is Charles, too.” 
 “I know,” his mother replied.  “Charles Schulz has always been my 
favorite cartoon writer, and you were born on November 26, just like he was, 
so I named you Charles.” 
 Charles tilted his head and thought about that for a moment, then said, 
“Cool.  Now, let’s have some cake.”   
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 

1.  What number birthday was Charles celebrating? 
           first        tenth 
       sixth              second 
 
2.  Where was his family having his birthday party? 
           backyard               garage 
       park                   dining room 
 
3.  One gift Charles received was a story about ______________________. 
           Superman                  his grandfather 
       Charlie Brown      Peter Pan 
  
4.  The author of the Charlie Brown comic strip was ___________________. 
           Charles Schulz                           his mother 
       his teacher          Charles Dickens 
 
5.  How did Charles feel about his mother naming him after Charles Schulz? 
           embarrassed                               upset 
       He thought it was cool.             disappointed 
 



Name ____________________                10.  Thanksgiving Day - 4th Thursday of November 

 
 
 

                         Thanks, Mom 
 
Cindy stood at the kitchen counter slicing carrots for 
her mom.  They would soon be cooked and seasoned 
and served along with all the other delicious 
Thanksgiving dishes.  There were pies baking in the 
oven along with the turkey while sweet potatoes 

simmered on the stovetop.  Cindy’s mom had decorated their home with lovely 
fall flowers and miniature pumpkins and colorful squash.  The air was filled with 
the smell of many good things. 

Thanksgiving Day had always been one of Cindy’s favorite holidays.  It 
was shared with family and filled with love.  She was glad she was now old 
enough to help her mom prepare for the celebration.  It made her feel all warm 
and happy inside.  As she stood cutting the carrots, she remembered back to 
other Thanksgiving Days.  She knew these were fond memories that she 
would keep with her forever, and she understood that her mom’s planning and 
hard work were labors of love. This made the holiday even more special.  She 
looked over at her mom who was softly humming as she sliced one of the 
freshly baked pumpkin pies.  Cindy just had to give her mom a big hug at that 
very moment to let her know how much she appreciated everything.  It was 
going to be another great Thanksgiving Day.      
 
***************************************************************************************** 

 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or 
false.  Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  Cindy was helping her mother prepare Christmas Day dinner.   

    O True  O False 

 
2.  Cindy thought the flowers and the food in the house smelled awful. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  Cindy had many fond memories of previous Thanksgivings. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  Cindy appreciated her mom’s hard work to make the holiday special. 

    O True  O False 
 



 
 
 

DECEMBER – BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 
 

1.  Hans Christian Andersen 
Hans Christian Anderson (1805-1875) was a Danish author and poet.  He wrote numerous 
poems, plays, stories, and travel essays.  He is best known for writing over 150 fairy tales.  
These were published in many collections during his lifetime and most are still in print today.  
His very first book of fairy tales, Fairy Tales, Told for Children, was published on December 
1, 1835.  His writings use irony and humor to teach moral lessons.  His memorable 
characters were inspired by the primitive folk tales he heard as a child.  Not all of his fairy 
tales end happily, but they capture the authenticity and sincerity of a man who could truly 
see life through the eyes of a child.  Some of his better known titles include: The Princess 
and the Pea, Thumbelina, The Little Mermaid, and The Ugly Duckling.  These and many 
other favorites are still widely read and enjoyed today.  
 
 
2.  National Cookie Day 
December 4th is National Cookie Day.  The English word “cookie” comes from the Dutch 
word “koekje” which means “little cake.”  To test oven temperatures and prevent the waste 
of an entire cake mix, Dutch bakers used to place small amounts of batter in the oven.  
These “little cakes” were discovered to be quite tasty.  Soon, in addition to the full size 
cakes, bakers started intentionally making the miniature cakes, and the cookie was born.   
 
 
3.  Hand Washing Awareness Week 
Hand Washing Awareness Week is observed during the first week of December.  Its primary 
purpose is to bring attention to the health and safety benefits of good hand hygiene.  
Washing hands properly cleanses them of pathogens (bacteria and viruses) and chemicals 
that can cause disease or personal harm and greatly aids in reducing the spread of 
infectious diseases.  According to The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 
there is a large body of well-documented research supporting the claim that the most 
important measure for preventing the spread of pathogens is effective hand washing.   
 
 
4.  International Volunteer Day 
International Volunteer Day takes place on December 6th.  Each year the United Nations 
Volunteers (UNV) program highlights this observance and supports government efforts to 
develop volunteer organizations at the local, state, national, and international levels.  Over 
the years, there have been rallies, parades, community volunteering projects, environmental 
awareness endeavors, free medical care, and other advocacy campaigns conducted in 
honor of International Volunteer Day.  The idea is to encourage individuals and groups to 
freely give something of themselves for the benefit of others.   
 
 
5.  National Cocoa Day 
This is primarily a fun celebration of the hot cocoa beverage and the pleasant things 
associated with it.  The observance recognizes many other uses of cocoa, as well, however.  
National Cocoa Day is celebrated on December 13th each year and is referred to as a 



“National” holiday, even though there are no Congressional records or Presidential 
proclamations for it.  So, the holiday’s origin is uncertain.  It is believed that the Mayan 
peoples were the first to have a chocolate beverage over 2000 years ago.  A cocoa drink 
was also part of the Aztec culture by 1400 A.D.  Hot cocoa became popular in Europe after 
it was introduced to the New World from Mexico.  It is now enjoyed in many variations 
around the globe.  Cocoa contains antioxidants and can actually provide some health 
benefits if prepared with moderate amounts of fats and sugars.          

 

 
6.  Hanukkah 
Hanukkah is an eight-day Jewish holiday that starts on the 25th day of the month of Kislev 
on the Jewish lunar calendar.  This usually falls sometime between late November and late 
December on the secular calendar.  In Hebrew, the word "hanukkah" means "dedication." 
Historical background for Hanukkah’s origins can be found in the books of 1 and 2 
Maccabees, which are not part of the Jewish canon of the Hebrew Bible.  The Maccabees 
were a small band of Jewish fighters who sought to free the Land of Israel from Syrian- 
Greek occupation in the mid-160s B.C. The Syrian-Greeks had defiled the Jewish Temple in 
Jerusalem and banned their religious practices.  The Maccabees waged war against the 
Syrian-Greeks, and after a three-year battle, the Jewish Temple was reclaimed, cleaned, 
and rededicated.  Hanukkah has become a celebration of this victory.  About 250 years after 
these events took place, Jewish historian Flavius Josephus wrote his account of the 
holiday’s origins.  He called it the “Festival of Lights” and that description is still often used 
today.     
 
 
7.  Winter Solstice 
The winter solstice is an astronomical event that occurs around December 21st each year.  
Solstices happen two times annually – December 21 (winter solstice) and June 21 (summer 
solstice).  They are the result of the Earth being tilted by an average of 23.5 degrees as it 
orbits the sun.  The winter solstice is marked by the point where the Earth is tilted its furthest 
distance away from the sun.  At this time, the sun hugs closer to the horizon than at any 
other time, yielding the least amount of daylight and the shortest day of the year.  After 
months of growing shorter and lower since the summer solstice, the sun’s arc through the 
sky appears to stabilize, with the sun seeming to rise and set in the same two places for 
several days.  This could explain how the term “solstice” came to be used.  It is derived from 
the Latin phrase for “sun stands still.”  Immediately following the winter solstice, the sun’s 
daily arc begins growing longer and higher in the sky, reaching its peak at the summer 
solstice.  Then the whole thing starts over again.   
 
 
8.  Christmas Day 
Christmas is an annual Christian holiday observed on December 25th.  It celebrates the birth 
of Jesus of Nazareth and marks the start of the larger season known as Christmastide, 
which lasts twelve days.  Jesus’s nativity is the basis for the anno Domini (A.D.) system of 
dating.  It isn’t known for certain if December 25th is the actual date of Jesus’s birth, but it 
may have been selected to correspond with a Roman festival or the winter solstice.  
Regardless, it is a holiday that has been celebrated worldwide for centuries and numerous 
traditions have been developed in its honor.  
 
 
 
 



9.  Kwanzaa 
Kwanzaa is a week-long holiday that is observed from December 26th to January 1st each 
year.  It is celebrated primarily by African-Americans in the United States and by people of 
African descent throughout the world.  The name Kwanzaa comes from the Swahili phrase 
“matunda ya kwanza” which means “first fruits.”  The Kwanzaa celebration has seven days 
of activities, including candle lighting ceremonies, gift giving, and feasting.  Homes are 
decorated with colorful African art and cloth and fresh fruits.  There is music and storytelling 
that reflect African history and respect for ancestors.  Libations are generally shared by all 
participants, including children, and passed around in a common chalice known as the 
“Kikombe cha Umoja.”  The daily greeting for the Kwanzaa holiday is “Habari Gani” which 
means “What’s the news?” in Swahili.    
 
 
10.  National Candy Cane Day 
National Candy Cane Day is December 26th each year.  This is another “National” holiday 
for which there is no Congressional record or Presidential proclamation.  It is just widely 
accepted as a fun day to enjoy learning about and eating candy canes.  The candy cane is 
traditionally white with red stripes and flavored with peppermint, but it can be found in a 
variety of other colors and flavors, as well.  The candy cane started as a straight, hard, all-
white stick invented by French priests in the early 1400s.  Legend has it that in 1670, a 
choirmaster at Cologne Cathedral in Germany curved the peppermint sugar sticks into cane 
shapes to represent the shepherd staff of Jesus and gave them to children at church 
services.  Candy canes are a tradition that can be found in greatest abundance during the 
Christmas holidays in North America, but limited quantities are also available the rest of the 
year. 



Name ____________________       1.  Hans Christian Andersen – Book Published December 1, 1835 

 
 
 

                           Fairy Tale Mix Up 
 
Holly had been sitting on her mother’s lap to read, but 
now it was time for bed.  Rocking and reading with her 
mother at the end of the day was Holly’s favorite thing to 
do.  For Christmas, Holly received a book of fairy tales 
written by Hans Christian Andersen.  It had quickly 
become her favorite book.  She and her mother had 

already read over half of the fairy tales in the book in just the few days since 
Christmas.  Holly wanted to read more, but her mother told her she needed to 
wash up and brush her teeth before bed. 
 Holly did as her mother asked.  When she came out of the bathroom, 
she pounced on the bed, looked at her mother pleadingly and said, “Mom, can 
we please read just a few more stories?  Please?” 
 “Oh, alright,” her mom said with a gentle smile.  It was hard to say no to 
Holly.  “We’ll read two more.  Which ones would you like?” 
 “How about The Ugly Mermaid and The Little Duckling?” 
 “Don’t you mean The Ugly Duckling and The Little Mermaid?” asked her 
mother. 
 “Oops,” said Holly with a giggle.  “We’ve read so many. I guess I got 
them mixed up.”  
 
***************************************************************************************** 

 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  What does Holly like to do at the end of the day?  a.  book of fairy tales 

 

_____  2..  What type of book did she receive for Christmas?  b.  Andersen 

 

_____  3.  What was the book author’s last name?   c.  It was bedtime. 

 

_____  4.  Why did Holly and her mom have to stop reading?  d.  rock and read 

 

_____  5.  How many more fairy tales did Mom agree to read? e.  two 
 
 
 



Name ____________________                               2.  National Cookie Day - December 4 

 
 

                           Cookie Contest 
 
Mrs. Norris welcomed her students into her art classroom.  
She was especially excited about the class today 
because she had good news to share.  A local bakery 
was hosting a cookie decorating contest in honor of 
National Cookie Day.  Her class was invited to participate.  
She would provide all the ingredients and decorations.  
The school principal had given permission for them to use 

the school kitchen to prepare the sugar cookie dough, cut it into fun shapes, 
bake the cookies and decorate them with frosting and sprinkles.  When Mrs. 
Norris explained all of this, the students were just as excited as she was.  Next 
Friday would be the big cookie creating event. 
 Well, even though it seemed like forever, Friday finally arrived.  Mrs. 
Norris’s art students did a fantastic job of decorating the cookies in colorful and 
creative ways.  When the judges from the bakery came to inspect and evaluate 
the cookies, they were quite impressed and awarded the class the blue ribbon 
for first place.  This meant the bakery would donate enough cookies for the 
whole school to enjoy at lunchtime one day.  Mrs. Norris and her students had 
their picture taken with their cookie creations, and the owner of the bakery 
submitted it to the local newspaper.  They became cookie celebrities.  It was 
great fun and very tasty too, because when the judging was finished, the 
students got to eat their cookies.  Happy National Cookie Day!  
 
***************************************************************************************** 
1.  Mrs. Norris teaches ____________________. 
                                         (music, spelling, art) 
 

2.  Her class was going to compete in a _______________ decorating contest. 
                                                          (cookie, cake, cupcake) 
 

3.  They were going to use the school ________________ to bake the cookies. 
                                               (library, kitchen, teachers’ lounge) 
 

4.  The students won a ______________________for their first place cookies. 
                                   (gold star, trophy, blue ribbon) 
 

5.  Mrs. Norris’s students were pictured in the local __________________. 
                                                                          (newspaper, library, magazine)   



Name ____________________            3.  Hand Washing Awareness Week - 1st week of December 

 
 
 

                        Super G for Short 
 
Tommy came flying, well actually running very fast, into 
the living room.  He had tied a huge bath towel around 
his neck, and it was flowing behind him like a cape.  He 
was wearing stretchy red pajamas and blue galoshes.  
In his raised right hand he held a bar of antibacterial 

soap from the bathroom.  His older sister Andrea was trying to watch 
television, but Tommy was impossible to ignore. 
 “What in the world are you doing?” she asked him. 
 “I’m a super hero germ fighter.  This soap is my trusty weapon against 
the evil germ gang that is attacking my hands,” he explained with a flare of 
courage and triumph in his voice.  He held the antibacterial soap high into the 
air and charged from the room.  Tommy has quite an imagination, as you can 
probably tell. 
 Tommy flew past his older brother John who was just then heading into 
the living room.  “What was that?” he asked Andrea. 
 “That was our goofy little brother pretending to be a super hero germ 
fighter,” she said and rolled her eyes. 
 Tommy sprinted back through the living room shouting, “You can call me 
Super G for short!”  A big sigh could be heard coming from both his siblings.   
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  In the story, what did Tommy use for his super hero cape? 
           blanket        bath towel 
       t-shirt                      pillow case 
 
2.  What was super hero Tommy pretending to fight? 
           germs        wild animals 
       mosquitos          crime 
 
3.  What was Tommy’s weapon against the evil germ gang? 
           bleach                      a bar of antibacterial soap 
       cleaning spray      a sponge 
  
4.  What super hero name did Tommy choose for himself? 
           Master Germ Fighter            The Germ Guy 
       Big Germ Destroyer                  Super G 



Name ____________________                        4.  International Volunteer Day - December 5 

 
 

                           I Can Do That 
 
Ms. Griffin was teaching a lesson on International 
Volunteer Day.  She told her students about some of 
the volunteer campaigns that had been conducted 
around the world in previous years – programs that 

helped with things like hunger awareness, medical care, protecting the 
environment, and recycling.  Then she shared with them about similar projects 
closer to home at the national, state, and community levels.  Ms. Griffin shared 
her view that it is important for people to give freely of themselves for the 
benefit of others. 

Her students listened attentively and expressed an interest in developing 
their own ideas for volunteering.  Some thought there might be worthwhile 
things they could do to make a difference right there in their own school.  One 
young lady hadn’t really participated much in the conversation.  Ms. Griffin 
noticed her troubled expression. 
 “What’s on your mind, Lori?” she asked. 
 “I just don’t know what a kid like me can do for anybody,” Lori replied. 
 Ms. Griffin asked Lori about her neighbors and made suggestions of 
simple ways she might help them.  When she mentioned the idea of cooking a 
meal for someone disabled or elderly, Lori perked up.  Lori loved to help her 
mom cook, and they did have a neighbor who was sickly and couldn’t get out 
much anymore.  Ms. Griffin encouraged Lori to make a delicious meal for her 
neighbor sometime soon and to visit with her for a while when she delivered it. 
 Lori’s expression suddenly changed.  “I can do that,” she said. 
      
***************************************************************************************** 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or 
false.  Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  In the story, Ms. Griffin did not think volunteering was a good thing.  

    O True  O False 

 
2.  The students were studying International Volunteer Day. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  At first, Lori didn’t see how a kid like her could be of any help to anyone. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  Ms. Griffin gave Lori some good suggestions for volunteering. 

    O True  O False 



 

Name ____________________                              5.  National Cocoa Day - December 13 
 
 
 

                           The Cocoa Cure 
 
Megan tossed and turned and tossed and turned.  She 
couldn’t sleep a wink because her nose was so stuffed up, 
and she felt miserable.  Even her allergy medicine was not 
helping very much yet.  She got so frustrated that she 
began to cry, and that only made her stuffy nose worse. 

Megan’s mother heard the soft sobbing when she 
walked past Megan’s room and went in to check on her.  Megan explained that 
her stuffy nose was keeping her awake and making her head hurt and making 
her just plain mad.  Her mother scooped her up in her arms, hugged her tight, 
and said she had the perfect solution.  She told Megan that she would be back 
in a few minutes. 

Soon, Megan’s mother returned with a tray containing two cups of 
steaming hot cocoa with marshmallows, graham crackers, and a storybook.  
She invited Megan to climb into her lap in the rocking chair that sat in the 
corner of her bedroom.  Together, they gently rocked, carefully sipped their hot 
cocoa, and munched their crackers while her mother read from the storybook.  
By the time they reached the end of the story, Megan felt much better.  The 
steamy cocoa had helped clear her nose, and the rocking and reading was 
soothing and relaxing.  Megan suddenly felt very drowsy.  She climbed into 
bed and drifted off to sleep.  Her mother had cured her stuffy nose with a little 
hot cocoa and a lot of love.     
 
***************************************************************************************** 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                        WORD BANK 
 
1.  Megan couldn’t sleep because of her _________________________.            head          

 
2.  Her stuffy nose was being caused by _________________________.           mother 
                        
3.  The stuffy nose was causing her to ____________________ and turn.         allergies              
             
4.  The stuffy nose was also making her _____________________ hurt.          hot cocoa                                         
              
5.  Megan’s _______________ heard her crying and came into her room.       stuffy nose                                        
 
6.  She made Megan some ___________________ and read her a story.           sleep                    
                               
7.  The cocoa, the rocking, and the story helped Megan _____________.             toss 
          



Name ____________________                             6.  Hanukkah 
 
 
 

 

                         We Will Remember 
 
My grandfather is old, and the tradition of celebrating 
Hanukkah is very important to him.  All of our Jewish 
traditions are very important to him.  He fears that his family 
will one day forget their heritage and lose interest in the 
things he holds so dear.  His will is strong, and he is 

determined to keep that from happening, so each year on the first night of 
Hanukkah, he gathers our family around the dining room table that is 
beautifully decorated.  The table is made of solid wood that is sturdy like my 
grandfather.  In the center stands the Menorah.  According to the tradition, the 
first candle is lit.  Grandfather tells us once again the story of how the holiday 
began.  He reminds us to be thankful for our Jewish heritage.  He speaks with 
passion as he looks into our faces and asks us never to forget.  Often, I see 
tears in Grandfather’s eyes.  I love and respect my grandfather very much, and 
I do not want him to worry or be sad.  So, each year I remind him, “We will 
remember.”  Renewed hope lights his face; he smiles, and the celebration 
continues.  
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:   Please choose the correct answer and write its alphabet letter on the  
  space in front of the appropriate question. 
 
 
_____  1.  In the story, what holiday is important to Grandfather? a.  the Menorah 

 

_____  2.  He fears his family will forget their Jewish _______. b.  Hanukkah 

 

_____  3.  What stands in the center of their wooden table?  c.  remember 

 

_____  4.  Grandfather speaks with _________ about Hanukkah. d.  heritage 

 

_____  5.  His grandson promises that they will _____________. e.  passion 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Name ____________________                                    7.  Winter Solstice - December 21 
 
 

                                                        I Know This One 
 
Mr. Chase is an intermediate school science teacher.  
Each year he conducts a Science Bee, similar to a 
Spelling Bee, and invites all the fifth and sixth graders 
to participate.  He tells them what the possible subjects 
will be for the contest, gives them ample time to study, 
and even offers to coach them.  For Mr. Chase, the 

real focus of his Science Bee has never been about winning but rather about 
finding a fun way to challenge his students to learn and share his love for 
science. 
 James was one of Mr. Chase’s most promising and eager students, and 
he was taking his Science Bee preparation very seriously.  He studied all the 
science terms on the list and attended all the practice sessions.  James felt 
very ready for the contest.  The auditorium had filled with observers, and the 
contestants were a little nervous.  Finally, there were only two participants left 
in the competition:  James and a young lady named Carol.  Carol was asked to 
explain what the winter solstice was.  She drew a complete blank and could 
not answer.  Mr. Chase looked at James and told him that if he could answer, 
he would be the next Science Bee winner. 
 James swallowed hard and said, “I know this one.  The winter solstice 
takes place around December 21st each year.  It happens when the Earth is 
tilted its furthest distance away from the sun, and it makes the shortest day of 
the year with the least amount of daylight.”  James gave a huge sigh of relief 
when Mr. Chase nodded approval and announced that he had won.  The 
audience applauded, and James was glad he had studied so hard. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
1.  Each year Mr. Chase conducts a ____________________ Bee at school. 
                                                        (Typing, Spelling, Science) 
 

2.  The main focus of the Science Bee is to _________________ his students. 
                                                               (frighten, challenge, annoy) 
 

3.  In the story, ___________________ was one of Mr. Chase’s best students. 
                         (Allen, Marcus, James) 
 

4.  James was able to answer the final question about the ______________. 
                                                                                    (sunset, weather, solstice) 



Name ____________________                                    8.  Christmas Day - December 25 
 
 

                               A New Tradition 
 
Ryan sat looking sadly out the big picture window in the front 
room of his house.  He loved that window.  From there he 
could see the tall oak trees and pine trees that filled his front 
yard.  In the winter time, their big branches would be snow 
covered and beautiful.  He especially liked it when his dad 

decorated the big trees with hundreds of twinkling lights for the Christmas 
season.  So, why was Ryan sad?  His family was moving to sunny southern 
California in just a few weeks.  No more snowy Christmas with snowmen, 
snowball fights, sledding, and ice skating on the frozen pond.  Ryan felt sure 
Christmas Day would never be the same. 
 When his dad came into the room, he asked Ryan why he was so glum.  
Ryan told him how much he was going to miss their snowy northern Christmas 
traditions.  He asked if you could even put Christmas lights on palm trees.  He 
didn’t think he would like wearing shorts and a t-shirt on Christmas Day, 
instead of a winter coat, cap, gloves, and snow boots.  Nothing about southern 
California seemed to compare to their home in Minnesota. 
 Ryan’s dad said he understood how Ryan was feeling and admitted he 
felt a little of that himself.    But he also felt pretty sure Ryan would enjoy 
swimming in the ocean, playing on the sandy beach, and seashell hunting.  He 
asked him to please just give California a try.  He assured his son that his 
family would find a way to make Christmas in California special by creating 
new traditions.  Ryan agreed to keep an open mind. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
1.  Ryan loves the big ____________________ in the front room of his house. 
           door        television 
       window              rug 
 
2.  Ryan was sad because his family is moving to ______________________. 
           southern California      Alaska 
       Germany          New York City 
 
3.  He was worried the family’s __________________ traditions would change. 
           birthday               Christmas 
       Thanksgiving          summer vacation 
  
4.  Ryan’s ____________________ assured him they will make new traditions. 
           dad               brother 
       grandfather           teacher 



Name ____________________                             9.    Kwanzaa - December 26-January 1 
 
 
 
 

                               Let’s Celebrate 
 
Miss Harper stepped into her music classroom wearing 
traditional Kwanzaa attire.  She looked enthusiastically at her 
students and began to sing and dance in Kwanzaa holiday style.  
“Let’s celebrate!” she said.  The children were a little surprised 
and passed puzzled expressions. Miss Harper is a great 
performer, and when she finished, her students clapped and 

cheered.  “Now, how would you like to perform something like that for your 
school next month?” she asked them.  Some seemed a little hesitant but most 
excitedly nodded in agreement.  They would invite the whole school and the 
parents for a Kwanzaa concert in the auditorium.  Following the performance, 
they would host a small feast of traditional Kwanzaa foods.  Many volunteers 
would be needed.  Some would help decorate the stage, the auditorium, and 
the food table.  Others would sew the students’ brightly colored concert 
clothing.  They would also need musicians and people to donate food items.  
Wow! It was going to take a lot of help to make this event a success, but 
everyone seemed excited and eager to do their part.  They were definitely 
ready to celebrate. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Directions:  Based on the story, decide whether the statements below are true or 
false.  Then fill in the circle for the correct answer. 
 
 

1.  Miss Harper walked into her classroom dressed in Halloween clothes.  

    O True  O False 

 
2.  She wanted her class to do a Kwanzaa concert for the school. 

    O True  O False 

 
3.  All of her students thought it was a good idea from the beginning. 

    O True  O False 

 
4.  They would need lots of volunteers to make the program a success. 

    O True  O False 

 
 
 



 

Name ____________________                      10.  National Candy Cane Day - December 26 
 
 
 

                      Candy Cane Cupcakes 
 
Christopher loves candy canes.  His mom always buys a 
big box of small ones at Christmastime to use as part of 
the decorations for their family’s Christmas tree.  She lets 
Christopher eat a few, and then they hang the rest on the 
tree branches.  Each year, he can hardly wait until after 
Christmas when the tree decorations come off, and he 
can eat some more of the delicious candy canes. 

 Today, when Christopher woke up, he smelled something wonderful.  He 
walked into the kitchen and discovered a dozen freshly baked cupcakes sitting 
on the counter.  They were covered with white frosting and red sprinkles.  His 
mom was nowhere in sight.  Suddenly, he had what he thought was a terrific 
idea.  He ran into the living room where the Christmas tree stood and took 
twelve of the small candy canes.  He carried them into the kitchen, removed 
the wrappers, and poked one into the center of each of the cupcakes.  Wow!  
He thought they looked great, but he wondered what his mom would say about 
his creation.  Maybe she would not be happy that he poked holes in the tops of 
her cupcakes.  He was beginning to wish he hadn’t done that when his mom 
walked into the kitchen.  Her eyes opened wide in surprise, and she was about 
to speak when she saw the worried look on Christopher’s face. 
 “That is exactly what I was going to do,” she said with a smile.  “How did 
you know?”  Christopher smiled back and ran to give his mom a big hug.  She 
took two candy cane cupcakes from the plate, and they enjoyed a sweet treat 
together. 
 
***************************************************************************************** 

Directions:  Use the words in the Word Bank to complete the sentences below. 
 
 

                        WORD BANK 
 
1.  In the story, ______________________________ loves candy canes.    Christmas tree
  
2.  He uses candy canes to decorate the _________________________.         cupcakes  
                      
3.  Christopher found ______________________ on the kitchen counter.       Christopher
             
4.  He put a candy cane in the ___________________ of each cupcake.        surprised                           
              
5.  Christopher’s mom was not mad, but she was __________________.           center 
 
 


